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Introduction 
 
Education is the key to progress and development of nations. It is one of the important indicators of 
developmental progress, economic growth, scientific innovation and creativity. It effectively contributes to 
achieving the development goals of the state in general and Abu Dhabi in particular. The impact of 
education is not limited to improving work productivity but it goes far beyond to deeply impact the quality 
of life in its broadest sense including the population cultural and social behavior. 
 
The wise cultural vision of our judicious leadership and their future prospects for development, in a way 
that builds for a promising and prosperous future, made the Emirate of Abu Dhabi pay great attention and 
devote itself to education as one of the most important established parameters aiming at human 
development and generation rehabilitation to keep pace with the needs of developments and growth. 
  
“The wealth of any developed nation is its own educated citizens: progress of people and nations is 
measured by their level of education and its extent of dissemination among them.” (The late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, May he rest in peace). 
 
“We need to equip ourselves with modern science and extensive knowledge and devote our selves 
thereto, with high spirit and sincere desire in all areas of work, so that the United Arab Emirates can 
achieve a civilized wide leap.” (HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan). 
 
“Our support to the educational process stems from the future prospects for development of the 
homeland where our sough-after goals and wishes are realized towards placing our beloved country and 
nation in a high rank.” (HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan). 
 
The educational system in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi includes three major divisions, namely “general 
education, technical education, and higher education”. This report approaches the statistics of education 
for the period 2010-2011 to 2013-14. It starts with a brief overview of the most important observations 
drawn from analysis of statistics relating to the education sector, including schools, classrooms, pupils, 
and the total and net school enrollment, student promotion to the secondary stage, special education or 
special needs education, pupils who enrolled at the Institute of Applied Technology, the teaching staff, 
higher education, adult education, eradication of illiteracy, learning attainment, and illiteracy indicators. In 
this year report, a set of indicators were added and are related to the Emiratization of the education 
sector, particularly the school education sector, which would serve the decision-makers and those 
interested in this matter or devoted thereto. 
 
The report contains a set of detailed statistics tables for those who wish to obtain the figures related to 
any subject. Some short time series were also drawn up so as to give the reader a comprehensive view 
on the progress and development over the years. The explanatory notes contained at the end of this 
report have also contained an explanation to the main terms and technical concepts used in the report, 
which will give the readers a clear and unequivocal image that triggers no controversial about the 
meaning of these terms and concepts. 
 
Abu Dhabi Education Council, the Institute of Applied Technology, the Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research, United Arab Emirates University, Zayed University, and the Higher Colleges of 
Technology are the main sources for these statistics. In this regard, Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi extends 
its thanks to all of them for their cooperation and role in the production and provision of reliable and up-to-
date data. 
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Executive Summary 
 
Government schools are more numerous than private schools and have fewer pupils. 
Government schools in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi represent 58.0% of the total number of 
schools in the Emirate. They comprise 36.2% of the total number of classrooms and contain 
37.0% of the total number of Abu Dhabi pupils.  
 
Citizen pupils represent less than half the total number of pupils in the Emirate. The 
number of citizen pupils in all stages of education has reached 149,722, making up 43.9% of the 
total number of pupils in the Emirate.  
 
There are more male pupils in school education than female pupils. The number of male 
pupils has reached 174,222, making up 51.1% of the total number of the school education 
pupils. 
 
There are more female pupils in government schools than in private schools. Female 
pupils make up the greatest percentage of the total number of pupils in government schools. 
The proportion of female pupils to male pupils has reached 108.7 per each 100, yet this 
proportion decreases to 88.8 per each 100 in private schools. 
 
The average number of pupils per teacher in government schools is less than in private 
schools. The average number of pupils per teacher in government schools is 11.5 compared to 
17.2 in private schools. 
 
The Emiratization rate in the government education sector is higher than in the private 
sector, with more females than males in terms of Emiratization. The Emiratization rate in 
education in all educational, administrative, and technical positions/jobs in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi has reached 19.1%, where the citizens make up 44.8% of the total number of 
government education sector workers while the rate in the private education sector is only 1.1%. 
 

 The Emiratization rate in the positions assumed by the teaching staff is 37.7% in the 
government education sector against 0.5% in the private education sector. 

 The Emiratization rate in the positions assumed by the administrative and technical staff 
is 78.5% in the government education sector against 2.2% in the private education 
sector. 

 Citizen females make up 85.8% of females in the administrative and technical positions 
in the government education sector against 63.5% for males in the same sector. 

 Citizen female teachers make up 48.2% of the total number of female teachers in the 
government education sector against only 14% male teachers in the same sector. 

 
The majority of pupils enrolled at the higher education institutions are UAE citizens, with 
more female than male pupils. The citizen pupils make up 77.1% of the total number of pupils 
enrolled at the higher education institutions, and the citizen female pupils make up 63.1% of the 
total number of citizen pupils. 
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Key Points  
 
Schools 
Distinguished education systems depend largely on working through safe and attractive 
institutions and facilities specially designed for the purposes of education and observing the 
environmental conditions and standards, in addition to playing an effective role in serving the 
surrounding community. 
 
The Emirate of Abu Dhabi seeks to provide a distinctive educational and learning environment 
by providing universally designed and high capacity schools that would promote the level of the 
educational process. It is worth mentioning that Abu Dhabi Education Council has launched in 
2008 the “Future Schools Project”, which aims at changing the entire educational process in the 
Emirate. Abu Dhabi Education Council has adopted a master plan to identify the gaps between 
“demand and supply” in government and private schools in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi so as to 
make it proportional to the population growth in different areas of the Emirate. The Council also 
seeks to replace the existing schools with schools that will be built according to the new design 
standards. 
 
The new schools shall serve as places for promotion of the UAE culture and traditions and focus 
on communication with the surrounding local communities owing to their being multifunctional 
resources that encourage parents, families, and the community to participate in the educational 
process. These schools shall provide high quality education through the use of methods and 
application of techniques which are consistent with the aspirations of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 
and its future generations. 
 
The number of schools in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi was 438 in the school year 2013-14 spread 
over the three regions of the Emirate as follows: 227 schools in Abu Dhabi region, 168 in Al Ain 
region, and 43 in Al Gharbia. 
 
By providing buildings and facilities with distinguished standards, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
aims to provide a comprehensive and effective educational system that contributes to educating 
and teaching pupils as a driving force that will help the Emirate of Abu Dhabi realize its goal of 
achieve economic diversity and growth. The number of schools in government education has 
dropped from 299 schools in the school year 2010-11 to 254 in the school year 2013-14, while 
the number of schools in private education has increased from 181 schools in the school year 
2010-2011 to 184 in the school year 2013- 14. The distribution of schools in the school year 
2013-14 was as follows by educational stage: 54 kindergartens, 64 schools for cycle 1, 41 
schools for cycle 2, and 27 secondary schools, as well as 252 multi-stage schools. 
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Figure 1: Schools by Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 

Classrooms 
The newly designed classrooms serve as an environment that encourages the diversity of 
educational activities and plays their role in the process of promoting and enhancing learning, 
cooperation, and teamwork. 
 
The total number of classrooms has increased across the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and jumped 
from 13,528 in the school year 2010-11 to 14,899 in the school year 2013-14, with an increase 
of 10.1% over that period. 
 
The increase in the total number of classrooms accounts for the increase in the number of 
classrooms in the private education, this number has significantly increased by 20.1% from the 
school year 2010-11 to the school year 2013-14, while the number of classrooms in government 
education has decreased in the same period by 3.9%, falling to 5,399 classrooms.  
 
The pattern of decrease and increase in the number of classrooms in government and private 
education sectors applies to all the regions of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi during the same period. 
The percentages of the total number of classrooms in the regions of Abu Dhabi, Al Ain and Al 
Gharbia has been 58.7%, 35.0% and 6.2% respectively during the school year 2013-14. 
 
Classrooms are distributed according to the educational stage as follows: 2,493 classrooms for 
kindergarten, 6,065 classrooms for cycle 1, 3,869 classrooms for cycle 2, and 2,472 classrooms 
for the secondary school stage. 
 
The average number of pupils per classroom in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi during the school year 
2013-14 was 22.9 pupils while this average was 23.8 in Abu Dhabi region, 21.8 in Al Ain region 
and 20.1 in Al Gharbia. At the level of the sector, the average number of pupils per classroom in 
government schools was more than it is in private schools, with 23.4 in government schools 
against 22.6 in private schools. 
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At the level of the education stage, the government education sector witnessed an increase in 
the average number of pupils per classroom in the secondary education stage as it jumped from 
21.9 in the school year 2010-11 to 23.1 in the school year 2013-14. The average number of 
teachers per classroom for the school year 2013-14 was 1.6, distributed as follows:  1.5 in the 
Abu Dhabi region, 1.6 in Al Ain region, and 1.8 in Al Gharbia.  
 
Figure 2: Classrooms by Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
  
Figure 3: Classrooms by Educational Stage and Sector, 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Figure 4: Pupils per Classrooms by Educational Stage and Sector 2013-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Pupils 
The new scholastic model is deemed to be the foundation of the developed educational system 
in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. This model is premised and centered on the student and the 
development of his capabilities in both Arabic and English, critical thinking, and national identity. 
The implementation of the new scholastic model started in 2010 by applying it in all the 
classrooms of kindergarten level and grades 1 to 3 of primary education in government schools 
in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 
 
The number of pupils enrolled in all educational stages has increased from 306,497 in the 
school year 2010-11 to 340,974 in the school year 2013-14, with an increase by 11.2% over the 
whole period. 
The pattern of increase in the number of pupils applies to all the regions of the Emirate as 
follows: 

- Abu Dhabi region: the number of pupils increased from 184,165 in the school year 2010-
11 to 208,630 in 2013-14, an increase by 13.3%. 

- Al Ain region: the number of pupils increased from 105,358 in the school year 2010-11 to 
113,625 in 2013-14, an increase by 7.8%. 

- Al Gharbia: the number of pupils increased from 16,974 in the school year 2010-11 to 
18,719 in 2013-14, an increase by 10.3%. 

 
At the level of the sector, no remarkable increase was seen in the number of pupils enrolling in 
the government education for the period 2010-11 to 2013-14.The number of pupils who enrolled 
in the government education has increased from 125,949 in the school year 2010-11 to just 
126,216 in the school year 2013-14, an increase by 1% over that period. The growth in the 
number of pupils enrolling at private schools reached 18.9% over the same period, and the 
percentage of pupils who enrolled in private schools has jumped from 58.9% in the school year 
2010-11 to 63.0% in the school year 2013-14. 
 
 
Figure 5: Pupils by Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Figure 6: Percentage Distribution of Enrolled Pupils by Region and Sector 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
The number of citizen pupils represents less than half of the overall pupils in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi. The number of citizen pupils enrolled at all stages of education till the secondary stage 
has reached 149,722, making up 43.9% of the total number of pupils in the Emirate. 
 
Their distribution by region in the school year 2013-14 was as follows: 

- 54.2% pupils enrolled in Abu Dhabi region, (with an increase by 12.6% compared to the 
school year 2010-11). 

- 40.7% pupils enrolled in Al Ain region, (with an increase by 8.7% compared to the school 
year 2010-11). 

- 5.1% pupils enrolled in Al Gharbia, (with an increase by 1.5% compared to the school 
year 2010-11). 

 
In general, the data indicates that most of the citizen pupils are in the government education, as 
the percentage of citizen pupils enrolled in government education has reached 65.3% in the 
school year 2013-14. When compared to the previous years, the rates show a decrease in the 
percentage of citizen pupils enrolled in government education from 68.1% in the school year 
2010-11 to 65.3% in the school year 2013-14. Citizen pupils have increasingly been attracted to 
private schools, making the percentage jump from 31.9% in the school year 2010-11 to 34.7% 
in the school year 2013-14.  
 
Figure 7: Pupils by Citizenship, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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The ratio of citizen pupils per 100 non-citizen pupils has reached 78.3 during the school year 
2013-14. This rate has decreased from 79.4 in the school year 2010-11 to 78.3 in the school 
year 2013-14, where the ratio of citizen pupils per 100 non-citizen pupils in government schools 
was as follows: 

- 344.1 citizen pupils per 100 non-citizen pupils in government schools. 
- 31.9 citizen pupils per 100 non-citizen pupils in private schools. 

 
When comparing the ratio of female citizen pupils per 100 female non-citizen pupils, we see that 
the ratio of citizen pupils per 100 non-citizen pupils is more than in males in the school year 
2013-14: the figures are as follows: 

- 80.3 female citizen pupils per 100 female non-citizen pupils compared to 76.4 in males. 
 
Figure 8 shows the ratio of citizen pupils per 100 non-citizen pupils by educational stage during 
the past four years. 
 
Figure 8: Ratio of Citizen Pupils per 100 Non-Citizen Pupils by Educational Stage, from 
2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Male pupils represented 51.1% of the total number of pupils enrolled in government schools, 
where the number of male pupils amounted to 174,222 in the school year 2013-14, with an 
increase by 11.3% compared to the school year 2010-11. The school year 2013-14 has also 
witnessed an increase in the number of female pupils by 11.2%, as the number of female pupils 
has increased from 150,010 in the school year 2010-11 to 166,752 in the school year 2013-14. 
 
At the level of the sector, the female pupils represented the biggest percentage of pupils 
enrolled in government schools in the school years 2013-14, where the percentage of female 
pupils to each 100 male pupils has reached 95.7 in all stages of education in the Emirate and 
108.7 female student per each 100 male pupils in government schools but it has decreased to 
88.8 in private schools. 
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The highest rate of enrollment of female pupils in government schools in the school year 2013-
14 was in the cycle 1, where the rate of female pupils reached 110.1 per each 100 male pupils 
while the highest rate of female pupils in private schools was in the secondary stage at 90.2 
female pupils per each 100 male pupils. 
 
Figure 9: Ratio of Female Pupils to Male Pupils by Sector and Educational Stage 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
The student distribution by educational stage in the school year 2013-14 was as follows: 

- 56,061 pupils enrolled in kindergartens, with an increase by 18.9% compared to what it was 
in the school year 2010-11. 

- 142,949 pupils enrolled in the cycle 1, with an increase by 12.6% compared to what it was in 
the school year 2010-11. 

- 89,809 pupils enrolled in the cycle 2, with an increase by 9% compared to what it was in the 
school year 2010-11. 

- 52.155 pupils enrolled in the secondary stage, with an increase by 4.3% compared to what it 
was in the school year 2010-11. 

 
The gross enrollment ratio reflects the overall level of participation in the various education 
stages, where in the school year 2013-14 the gross enrollment ratio in the cycle 1 has reached 
104.1, and 98.6 and 88.1 in cycle 2 and in the secondary stage respectively, while the net 
enrollment ratio has reached its highest rates in the cycle 1 when it has reached 80 in males, 
81.4 in females, and 80.7 in both genders. 
 
The males have higher rates than females in progression to secondary education stages as the 
progression ratios in the school year 2013-14 has reached 96.8% for males, 95.2% for females, 
and 96% for both of them. In the school year 2013-14 the number of pupils progressing to the 
secondary education stage has amounted to 18,217 pupils, marking an increase by 477 pupils 
compared to the previous year 2012-13, a 2.7% increase. 
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Figure 10: Progression Ratio to the Secondary Education Stage by Gender, 2010-11 to 
2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
 
 
Special Needs 
Abu Dhabi Education Council adopts a special policy for Special Needs Education aimed at 
ensuring that pupils with special needs including the talented and outstanding ones do use their 
inherent capabilities and potentials through a supporting and encouraging educational 
environment. 
 
The number of schools providing special education in the government education sector has 
jumped from 145 in the school year 2010-11 to 202 in the school year 2012-13 , an increase by 
39.3%.  
 
Al Ain Region has 55% of these schools while the shares of Abu Dhabi Region and Al Gharbia 
were respectively 36.6% and 8.4%. 
 
The integration of pupils with special needs into school life was not limited to government 
schools  The school year 2013-14 data has included the data of private schools and adult 
education too, where the number of pupils with special needs integrated into school life has 
generally increased by 103.8% in the school year 2013-14 from where it was in the school year 
2010-11. The pupils with special needs are distributed by type of education in the following 
pattern: 

- 97.6% of the pupils with special needs are enrolled in government education. 
- 1.6% of the pupils with special needs are enrolled in private education. 
- 0.8% of the pupils with special needs are enrolled at adult education. 

 
The percentage increase in government education in the school year 2013-14 was 98.8% 
compared to the school year 2010-11. 
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Figure 11: Percentage Distribution of Special Needs Pupils by Region and Type of 
Education, 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
The data relating to special need pupils for the school year 2013-14 indicates that most of the 
pupils have presented some learning difficulties where the percentages in the regions of Abu 
Dhabi, Al Ain and Al Gharbia were respectively 57.1%, 66.7%, and 69.9%. The language and 
speaking disorders came second and were respectively 17.8%, 4.0%, and 3.8% in the regions 
of Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, and Al Gharbia.  
 
The number of special education teachers and specialists went up from 231 in the school year 
2010-11 to 264 in the school year 2012-13. The specialists of vocalization and language went 
up from 5 in the school year 2010-11 to 11 in the school year 2012-13. 
 
Teachers, Administrators and Technicians  
The Emirate of Abu Dhabi seeks to be a unique and vital place for the practice of the education 
profession, where the teacher plays a prominent role in the provision of a positive school 
environment that promotes learning. 
 
The total number of teachers went up from 22,218 in the school year 2010-11 to 23,477 in the 
school year 2013-14, an increase by 5.7% and an average increase by 1.4% per year over the 
whole period. 
 
The distribution by sector was as follows: 

- The total number of teachers in the government education has reached 11,005 in the 
school year 2013-14, with a decrease by 3.3% compared to the school year 2010-11. 

- The total number of teachers in the private education has reached 12,472 in the school 
year 2013-14, with an increase by 15.1% compared to the school year 2010-11. 
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Figure 12: Teachers by Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
At the level of gender, female teachers outnumbered the male teachers in education during the 
school year 2013-14, where the female teachers represented 74.9% of the total number of 
teachers in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, with a percentage of 69.4% in government schools 
against 79.7% in private schools. 
 
Figure 13: Percentage Distribution of Teachers by Gender, 2013-2014 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
 
The data showed that the average number of pupils per teacher in the school year 2013-14 was 
14.5 pupils per teacher, with 15.7 in Abu Dhabi Region, 13.3 in Al Ain Region, and 11.3 in Al 
Gharbia. 
 
At the sector level, the average number of pupils per teacher in government schools was less 
than in private schools, where the average number of pupils per teacher in government schools 
was 11.5 while this average in private schools was 17.2. 
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Figure 14: Pupils per Teacher by Region and Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
 
The number of administrative and technical staff increased in the school year 2013-14  
compared with school year 2010-11 by 9.2% from 8,107 to 8,851. 
 
Figure 15: Administrative and Technical Staff by Region and Sector, 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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attention to the Emiratization process as a fundamental element of strategic planning that 
represents a national supreme goal requiring concerted efforts by all bodies in various sectors 
and is the nation’s legitimate right to regulate and organize the labor market and give priority to 
their own citizens.  
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In view of the existing correlation and relevance between education and identity, culture, 
national belonging, and loyalty, the government pays the Emiratization issue in this sector 
special interest as an important step towards building the sought-after developmental model and 
ensuring its sustainability. 
 
The percentage of citizens of the education sector manpower in all teaching, administrative, and 
technical positions in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi has reached 19.1% in the school year 2013-14, 
where the citizens represented 44.8% of the total number of the personnel working in 
government schools against 1.1% in private schools. 
 
The participation of citizens in teaching, administrative, and technical positions in education by 
sector and gender in the school year 2013-14 was as follows: 

- The share of citizen males was 23.3% of the total number of males working in the 
government education sector against 0.3% in the private education sector. 

- The share of citizen females was 54.6% of the total number of females working in the 
government education sector against 1.4% in the private education sector. 

 
Figure 16: Percentage of Emiratization in Government Education by Gender, 2010-11 to 
2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Figure 17: Percentage of Emiratization in Government Education by Gender, 2010-11 to 
2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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At the level of teaching jobs, the citizen teachers represented 17.9% of the total number of 
teachers assuming teaching jobs in the school year 2013-14, while the percentage of citizens 
assuming administrative and technical positions was 22.3% in the same school year. 
 
Teaching Staff 
The participation of citizens in government education is more than in the private sector: the 
citizens represent 37.7% of the total number of teachers in government education while they 
represent only 0.5% in private education in the school year 2013-14.  

Figure 19: Percentage of Emiratization in 
Teaching Staff in Private Education by 
Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 

Figure 18: Percentage of Emiratization in 
Teaching Staff in Government Education 
by Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
The government education data shows that Al Ain Region is has the highest rate of citizen 
teachers, having marked 51.0% in the school year 2013-14, followed by Abu Dhabi Region by 
45.9% while this percentage stayed at 3% in Al Gharbia. 
 
Figure 20: Percentage Distribution of Emirati Teachers in Government Education by 
Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
* The diagram does not show the data of Al Gharbia because the percentages are small. 
 Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council. 
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Figure 21: Percentage Distribution of Emirati Teachers in Private Education by Region, 
2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
* The diagram does not show the data of Al Gharbia because the percentages are small. 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council. 
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48.2% while it remained at 0.6% in the private sector. 
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the school year 2010-11. 
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compared to the school year 2010-11. 
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- 889 citizen male teachers in the schools of cycle2, with a decrease by 6.0% compared to 
the school year 2010-11. 

- 508 citizen male teachers in secondary schools, with a decrease by 26.8% compared to 
the school year 2010-11. 

- 948 citizen male teachers in multistage schools, with an increase by 42.5% compared to 
the school year 2010-11. 

 
When comparing the data of citizen teachers in private schools by school, region, and gender, 
the data of Abu Dhabi Region showed that the citizen male teachers were centred in the 
schools of cycle 2, with a percentage of 35.5% in the school year 2013-14, while the citizen 
female teachers concentration was in the schools of cycle 1, with a percentage of 32.4%. The 
percentage of citizen male teachers went up in multistage schools in Al Ain Region in the past 
four years to reach 51.0% in the school year 2013-14 compared to only 30.1% in the school 
year 2010-11, and the same is applicable to Al Gharbia where the number of citizen male 
teachers went up in multistage schools from 90.9% in the school year 2010-11 to 95.1% in the 
school year 2013-14. 
 
Administrative and Technical Staff 
The rate of Emiratization in the administrative and technical jobs in government education was 
greater than in private education, too, where the percentage of citizens assuming these posts in 
government education has reached 78.5% in the school year 2013-14, while this rate in private 
education has stayed at 2.2%. 
 

Figure 23: Percentage of Administrative 
and Technical Staff Emiratization in Private 
Education by Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 

     
 

   
  

  
   

   
  

    

Figure 22: Percentage of Administrative 
and Technical Staff Emiratization in 
Government Education by Gender, 2010-11 
to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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in the school year 2013-14 with 50.4% citizens employees compared to 51.2% in the school 
year 2010-11, followed by Abu Dhabi Region by 40.9% and Al Gharbia by 8.7%.  
 
In the private education these percentages were as follows:  in Abu Dhabi Region 52.5%, in Al 
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Figure 25: Citizens Administrative and 
Technical Staff in Private Education by 
Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 

Figure 24: Citizens Administrative and 
Technical Staff in Government Education 
by Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
 
The percentages of participation by gender shows that the citizen females outnumber the citizen 
males in both the government and private education sectors as the Emiratization rates by 
gender were as follows: 

- 13.9% of citizen males from the total number of the Administrative and Technical Staff 
employees, with an increase of 19.0% in the school year 2013-14 compared to the 
school year 2010-11. 

- 28% is the percentage of citizen females from the total number of the administrative and 
technical staff employees, with an increase of 5.0% in the school year 2013-14 
compared to the school year 2010-11. 

 
At the regions level, Al Gharbia witnessed an increase in rate of Emiratization in males in the 
government education from 14.6% in the school year 2010-11 to 89.2% in the school year 2013-
14. 

Figure 27: Citizens Administrative and 
Technical Male Staff in Private education by 
Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 

Figure 26: Citizens Administrative and 
Technical Male Staff in Government 
education by Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Technical Education 
The technical education contributes to the preparation of qualified cadres to meet the needs of 
the UAE market in technical and vocational areas and actualize the future vision of the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi.  
 
The number of citizen pupils who enrolled at the Institute of Applied Technology has jumped 
from 1196 pupils in the school year 2009-10 to 2,799 pupils in the school year 2012-13, with an 
increase of 134% over the period and an average annual increase of 32.8% during that period. 
The rate of citizen female pupils who enrolled at the technical education jumped from 14.8% in 
the school year 2009-10 to 44.7% in the school year 2012-13. 
 
Similar patterns of increase by region have also been demonstrated as the number of pupils in 
Abu Dhabi Region went up from 566 to 1,634, with an increase that is equal to three times and 
in Al Ain Region the number of pupils has increased to the double from 630 to 1,156. The 
school year 2012-13 witnessed the graduation of 480 pupils, 215 of them were from Abu Dhabi 
Region and 265 from Al Ain Region. 
 
The number of teachers in technical education has increased to 258 in 2012-13 compared to 
only 87 teachers back in the year 2009-10, realizing an increase of 196.6% during that period. 
Similar patterns of increase in the number of teachers by gender have also been seen as the 
number of male teachers has increased from 67 in the school year 2009-10 to 111 in the school 
year 2012-13, while the number of female teachers has increased from 11 in the school year 
2009-10 to 145 in the school year 2012-13. 
 
Figure 28: Institute of Applied Technology Graduates by Study Field, 2010-11 to 2012-13 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Figure 29: Institute of Applied Technology Students by Study Field and Gender, 2012-13 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Higher Education 
The number of universities in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi has reached 8 (2 government and 6 
private) while the number of other higher education institutions reached 19 (colleges and 
institutes), one of which is a government institution in the school year 2012-13. 
The number of pupils enrolled in higher education institutions of various types has jumped from 
40,031 in the school year 2009-10 to 50,754 in the school year 2012-13, an increase by 26.8% 
over that period. This increase is demonstrated in both sectors as the government education 
witnessed an increase of enrolled pupils in the school years 2012-13 by 24.4% compared to that 
of the school year 2009-10, while the number of pupils enrolled at the private education 
institutions went up by 30.7% over the same period. 
 
The data of the school year 2012-13 shows that the majority of the pupils of higher education 
were citizens, making up 77.1% of the total number of pupils enrolled at the higher education 
institutions: the citizen female pupils represented 63.1% of the total number of citizen pupils. 
 
Figure 30: Higher Education Students by Sector and Citizenship, 2012-13 
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The number of higher education graduates has increased from 6,507 in the school year 2009-10 
to 9,087 in the school year 2012-13, a percentage of increase of 39.6% over that period. The 
number of government education graduates was 4,866 in the school year 2012-13, with a 
percentage increase of 11.8% compared to that of the school year 2009-10, while the number of 
graduates in the private education rose from 2,919 in the school year 2009-10 to 4,221 in the 
school year 2012-13, an increase of 44.6% over that period. 
 
The data relating to graduated pupils for the school year 2012-13 has shown differences in the 
percentage of graduates by major. The highest percentages of graduates of the United Arab 
Emirates University were from the Humanities and Social Sciences, and Management and 
Economics with 25.9% and 20.1% respectively, while the lowest was in Medicine and Health 
Sciences by 3.0% each. The same was the case for Zayed University and the Higher Colleges 
of Technology, where the highest rate of graduates was in Business. Of all graduates from the 
private higher education institutions, the greatest percentage were from Business and 
Engineering with 30.7% and 10.3% respectively. 
 
Figure 31: Higher Education Graduates by Sector, 2009-10 to 2012-13 

 
Source: Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research, United Arab Emirates University, Zayed University, and 
the Higher Colleges of Technology. 
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The number of pupils enrolled at the illiteracy eradication, adult education, and home study 
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education, and home study centres are males. The number of teachers working for the illiteracy 
eradication, adult education, and home study centres is 452; seven percent of them were 
Emiratis. 
 
 
Illiteracy 
The estimate, for the year 2013 has shown a decrease in the illiteracy rates among the 
population aged 10 years and older: the rates dropped from 12.6% in 2005 to 7.2% in 2013. The 
illiteracy rates in citizens (10 years and older) was lower than for non-citizens. The illiteracy rate 
for citizen females was higher than for citizen males: the illiteracy rate for citizen males (10 year 
and older) was 5.3% against 7.5% for non-citizens. The illiteracy rate for citizen females, which 
is 7.4%, is higher than the illiteracy rate in citizen males, which is 3.4%. 
 
The illiteracy rate in citizen youths aged (15-24 ears) in 2013 was very low as it was only 0.5% 
in citizen males and 6.4% in citizen females. 
 
Figure 32: Illiteracy Rate among Citizens Population (10 years and above) by Gender, 
2005, 2011 to 2013 

 
Source: Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi  
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Statistics Tables 
 
Table 1: Number of Schools by Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 480 451 450 438 
Abu Dhabi Region 241 242 240 227 
Al Ain Region  187 168 168 168 
Al Gharbia 52 41 42 43 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 2: Number of Schools by Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Sector 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 480 451 450 438 
Government Education 299 268 265 254 
Private Education 181 183 185 184 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
 
Table 3: Number of Schools by Region, Sector and Educational Stage, 2013-14 

Region \ Sector 
Educational Stage   

Kindergarten Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Secondary Multi-Stage Total 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 54 64 41 27 252 438 
Government  52 64 41 27 70 254 
Private 2 0 0 0 182 184 
Abu Dhabi Region 28 29 22 15 133 227 
Government  27 29 22 15 20 113 
Private 1 0 0 0 113 114 
Al Ain Region 20 27 18 11 92 168 
Government  19 27 18 11 35 110 
Private 1 0 0 0 57 58 
Al Gharbia 6 8 1 1 27 43 
Government  6 8 1 1 15 31 
Private 0 0 0 0 12 12 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 4: Private Schools by Curriculum, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Curriculum 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 181 183 185 184 
Ministry of Education 48 46 48 48 
Abu Dhabi Education Council 3 1 - - 
English National Curriculum (British) 34 36 37 38 
Indian 27 29 29 28 
American 32 37 38 41 
International 9 9 10 5 
Pakistani 5 5 4 4 
Canadian 2 2 2 2 
Philippines 7 3 3 2 
French 2 2 2 2 
Iranian 2 2 2 2 
Bangladeshi 1 1 1 1 
German 1 1 1 1 
Japanese 1 1 1 1 
English Medium 3 4 3 3 
International Baccalaureate 
Organization 2 2 2 2 
SABIS System 2 2 2 4 

(-) not applicable 
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 5: Number of Classrooms by Region, Sector and Educational Stage, 2013-14 

Region \ Sector 
Educational Stage 

Kindergarten Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Secondary Total 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 2,493 6,065 3,869 2,472 14,899 
Government  711 2,051 1,515 1,122 5,399 

Private 1,782 4,014 2,354 1,350 9,500 
Abu Dhabi Region 1514 3616 2245 1373 8748 
Government  347 978 712 508 2,545 
Private 1,167 2,638 1,533 865 6,203 
Al Ain Region 835 2057 1390 940 5222 
Government  309 888 664 487 2,348 
Private 526 1,169 726 453 2,874 
Al Gharbia 144 392 234 159 929 
Government  55 185 139 127 506 
Private 89 207 95 32 423 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 6: Percentage Distribution of Classrooms by Region and Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Item 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 13,528 13,501 14,528 14,899 
  Percentage 
Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region 56.5 58.1 58.1 58.7 
Al Ain Region  36.9 35.5 35.4 35.0 
Al Gharbia 6.6 6.4 6.5 6.2 
          
Sector 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government 
Education 41.5 40.4 37.1 36.2 
Private Education 58.5 59.6 62.9 63.8 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 7: Pupils per Classroom by Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 22.7 23.0 22.4 22.9 
Abu Dhabi Region  24.1 24.0 23.4 23.8 
Al Ain Region    21.1 22.0 21.5 21.8 
Al Gharbia 19.0 19.5 18.8 20.1 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 8: Pupils per Classroom by Sector and Education Stage, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Sector \ Education Stage 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 22.7 23.0 22.4 22.9 
Kindergarten 22.7 22.5 21.9 22.5 
Cycle1 23.4 23.5 23.0 23.6 
Cycle2 23.1 23.4 23.0 23.2 
Secondary 20.5 21.6 20.8 21.1 
Government Education 22.4 22.9 23.3 23.4 
Kindergarten 21.5 21.6 21.4 21.9 
Cycle1 21.7 22.0 22.7 22.7 
Cycle2 24.1 24.6 24.8 25.2 
Secondary 21.9 23.1 23.2 23.1 
Private Education 22.8 23.0 21.9 22.6 
Kindergarten 23.1 22.9 22.1 22.7 
Cycle1 24.4 24.4 23.1 24.0 
Cycle2 22.2 22.4 21.6 22.0 
Secondary 19.0 20.0 18.8 19.4 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 9: Teachers per Classroom by Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 1.64 1.64 1.55 1.58 
Abu Dhabi Region  1.60 1.61 1.53 1.5 
Al Ain Region    1.67 1.67 1.57 1.6 
Al Gharbia 1.80 1.80 1.70 1.8 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
  
 
Table 10: Percentage Distribution of Pupils by Region and Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region \ Sector 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 306,497 310,620 325,901 340,896 
Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region  60.1 60.6 60.7 61.2 
Al Ain Region    34.4 33.9 33.8 33.3 
Al Gharbia 5.5 5.4 5.5 5.5 
          
Sector 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government Education 41.1 40.2 38.4 37.1 
Private Education 58.9 59.8 61.6 62.9 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 11: Percentage of Pupils Enrolled in Education by Region and Sector,  2010-11 to 
2013-14 
Region \ Sector 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government  41.1 40.2 38.4 37.1 
Private 58.9 59.8 61.6 62.9 
Abu Dhabi Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government  33.9 33.0 31.5 30.4 
Private 66.1 67.0 68.5 69.6 
Al Ain Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government  49.1 49.6 47.8 46.9 
Private 50.9 50.4 52.2 53.1 
Al Gharbia 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government  69.1 63.0 57.1 52.0 
Private 30.9 37.0 42.9 48.0 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 12: Percentage Distribution of Citizen Pupils by Region and Sector, 2010-11 to 
2013-14 
Region \ Sector 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 135,689 139,734 144,931 149,722 

 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Abu Dhabi Region  53.2 53.6 53.9 54.2 
Al Ain Region    41.3 41.2 41.0 40.7 
Al Gharbia 5.5 5.1 5.1 5.1 
          

 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Government Education 68.1 67.2 66.2 65.3 
Private Education 31.9 32.8 33.8 34.7 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 13: Ratio of Citizen Pupils to Non-Citizen Pupils by Region, Sector and Gender, 
2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region\ Sector \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 79.4 81.8 80.1 78.3 
Region         
Abu Dhabi Region  64.4 66.1 65.3 63.7 
Al Ain Region    113.8 120.6 116.8 115.6 
Al Gharbia 78.3 74.0 70.8 67.9 
Sector         
Government Education 275.9 302.0 327.0 344.1 
Private Education 31.5 32.8 32.3 31.9 
Gender         
Male 77.0 79.6 78.1 76.4 
Female 82.1 84.1 82.2 80.3 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 14: Ratio of Citizen Pupils to Non-Citizen Pupils by Educational Stage, 2010-11 to 
2012-13 
Educational Stage 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 79.4 81.8 80.1 78.3 
Kindergarten 87.4 90.4 89.5 84.3 
Cycle1 73.7 77.2 77.1 75.4 
Cycle2 82.0 80.6 78.9 77.3 
Secondary 83.3 87.9 81.1 81.7 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 15: Citizen Pupils by Grade, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Grade 2010-11* 2011-12** 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 135,676 139,698 144,931 149,722 
Kindergarten 21,981 23,226 24,450 25,648 
Grade 1 12,296 12,553 12,497 13,301 
Grade 2 11,097 12,174 12,393 12,402 
Grade 3 10,877 11,166 12,352 12,342 
Grade 4 10,162 10,709 11,178 12,297 
Grade 5 9,420 10,136 10,932 11,122 
Grade 6 9,683 9,520 10,538 11,206 
Grade 7 9,383 9,488 9,469 10,309 
Grade 8 9,047 9,092 9,569 9,266 
Grade 9 9,009 8,158 8,295 8,383 
Grade 10 8,076 8,264 7,469 7,847 
Grade 11 7,403 7,633 7,815 7,297 
Grade 12 7,242 7,579 7,974 8,302 

* Excluded 13 special need pupils 
** Excluded 36 special need pupils 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
 
Table 16: Citizen Pupils by Sector and Grade, 2013-14 
Grade Government Private Total 
Total 97,797 51,925 149,722 
Kindergarten 13,819 11,829 25,648 
Grade 1 7,267 6,034 13,301 
Grade 2 7,021 5,381 12,402 
Grade 3 7,495 4,847 12,342 
Grade 4 7,877 4,420 12,297 
Grade 5 7,433 3,689 11,122 
Grade 6 7,794 3,412 11,206 
Grade 7 7,370 2,939 10,309 
Grade 8 6,916 2,350 9,266 
Grade 9 6,477 1,906 8,383 
Grade 10 6,125 1,722 7,847 
Grade 11 5,649 1,648 7,297 
Grade 12 6,554 1,748 8,302 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 17: Ratio of Female Pupils to Male Pupils (female pupils per 100 male pupils) by 
Region and Citizenship, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 95.9 95.8 96.0 95.7 
Region         
Abu Dhabi Region  96.4 96.4 96.4 95.9 
Al Ain Region    94.7 94.4 95.1 95.4 
Al Gharbia 97.0 97.4 96.5 95.2 
Citizenship         
Citizens 99.4 98.7 98.7 98.4 
Non - Citizens 93.2 93.5 93.9 93.7 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 18: Ratio of Female Pupils to Male Pupils (female pupils per 100 male pupils) by 
Educational Stage and Sector, 2013-14 
Educational Stage Government Education Private Education Total 

Total 108.7 88.8 95.7 
Kindergarten 102.7 90.0 93.4 
Cycle1 110.1 88.4 95.0 
Cycle2 109.6 87.9 96.5 
Secondary 108.7 90.2 99.0 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 19: Pupils by Region, Citizenship and Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 306,479 310,620 325,901 340,896 
Citizens 135,684 139,734 144,931 149,767 
Male 68,044 70,336 72,935 75,494 
Female 67,640 69,398 71,996 74,273 
Non - Citizens 170,795 170,886 180,970 191,129 
Male 88,425 88,331 93,349 98,692 
Female 82,370 82,555 87,621 92,437 
Abu Dhabi Region  184,147 188,389 197,780 208,514 
Citizens 72,154 74,967 78,121 81,251 
Male 36,155 37,775 39,394 41,058 
Female 35,999 37,192 38,727 40,193 
Non - Citizens 111,993 113,422 119,659 127,263 
Male 57,598 58,153 61,284 65,367 
Female 54,395 55,269 58,375 61,896 
Al Ain Region   105,358 105,319 110,314 113,658 
Citizens 56,074 57,575 59,426 60,948 
Male 28,177 29,023 29,845 30,652 
Female 27,897 28,552 29,581 30,296 
Non - Citizens 49,284 47,744 50,888 52,710 
Male 25,923 25,149 26,701 27,515 
Female 23,361 22,595 24,187 25,195 
Al Gharbia 16,974 16,912 17,807 18,724 
Citizens 7,456 7,192 7,384 7,568 
Male 3,712 3,538 3,696 3,784 
Female 3,744 3,654 3,688 3,784 
Non - Citizens 9,518 9,720 10,423 11,156 
Male 4,904 5,029 5,364 5,810 
Female 4,614 4,691 5,059 5,346 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
  
Table 20: Pupils by Educational Stage, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Educational Stage 2010-11* 2011-12** 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 306,479 310,556 325,901 340,896 
Kindergarten 47,138 48,919 51,771 56,050 
Cycle1 126,956 130,186 136,303 142,898 
Cycle2 82,400 81,270 85,893 89,780 
Secondary 49,985 50,181 51,934 52,168 

* Excluded 18 special need pupils 
**Excluded 64 special need pupils 
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 21: Pupils by Grade, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Grade 2010-11* 2011-12** 2012-13 2013-14 
Total Emirate 306,479 310,556 325,901 340,896 
Kindergarten 47,138 48,919 51,771 56,050 
Grade 1 28,654 28,759 29,437 31,647 
Grade 2 26,136 27,576 28,269 29,303 
Grade 3 25,278 25,881 27,930 28,253 
Grade 4 24,149 24,502 25,873 27,965 
Grade 5 22,739 23,468 24,794 25,730 
Grade 6 21,776 21,758 23,947 25,145 
Grade 7 21,079 21,163 21,985 23,511 
Grade 8 19,900 19,996 20,986 21,584 
Grade 9 19,645 18,353 18,975 19,540 
Grade 10 18,387 18,068 17,740 18,222 
Grade 11 16,263 16,116 16,893 16,574 
Grade 12 15,335 15,997 17,301 17,372 

* Excluded 18 special need pupils 
** Excluded 64 special need pupils 
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council. 
 
Table 22: Pupils by Grade and Sector, 2013-14 
Grade Government Private  Total 
Total Emirate 126,309 214,587 340,896 
Kindergarten 15,552 40,498 56,050 
Grade 1 8,987 22,660 31,647 
Grade 2 8,779 20,524 29,303 
Grade 3 9,356 18,897 28,253 
Grade 4 10,024 17,941 27,965 
Grade 5 9,472 16,258 25,730 
Grade 6 9,970 15,175 25,145 
Grade 7 9,830 13,681 23,511 
Grade 8 9,424 12,160 21,584 
Grade 9 8,925 10,615 19,540 
Grade 10 8,525 9,697 18,222 
Grade 11 8,135 8,439 16,574 
Grade 12 9,330 8,042 17,372 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 23: Gross Enrolment Ratio by Educational Stage, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Educational Stage 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Kindergarten 82.4 90.6 89.6 93.0 
Grade1 100.9 111.1 106.9 107.5 
Cycle1 91.0 107.9 106.8 104.1 
Cycle2 79.2 100.9 101.9 98.6 
Secondary 75.5 88.3 88.3 88.1 

* Excluding Special Education Pupils for whom education stage is not appropriate 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 24: Net Enrolment Ratio by Educational Stage and Gender, 2013-14 
Educational Stage Males Females Total 
Kindergarten 47.9 47.3 47.6 
Cycle1 80.0 81.4 80.7 
Cycle2 69.4 72.8 71.0 
Secondary 58.3 56.8 57.6 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 25: Progression to Secondary School in per cent by Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 99.2 92.0 96.7 96.0 
Males 97.2 90.6 95.2 96.8 
Females 101.3 93.4 98.2 95.2 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
 
Table 26: Government Schools with Special Education Services by Region, 2010-11 and 
2012-13 
Region 2011-12 2012-13 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 145 202 
Abu Dhabi Region  56 74 
Al Ain Region  73 111 
Al Gharbia 16 17 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 27: Percentage Distribution of Special Need Students by Region, 2010-11 to 2013-
14 
Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 3,586 3,588 4,488 7,309 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region  64.3 64.3 62.5 56.6 
Al Ain Region    31.7 31.7 25.7 37.0 
Al Gharbia 4.0 4.0 11.7 6.4 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 28: Percentage Distribution of Special Need Students by Region and Education 
Type, 2013-14 
Region Government  Private Adult and Home 

Schooling Total 

Abu Dhabi Emirate 7,130 117 62 7,309 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region  56.6 55.6 54.8 56.6 
Al Ain Region    37.3 36.8 9.7 37.0 
Al Gharbia 6.1 7.7 35.5 6.4 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 29: Special Need Students in Government Education by Disabilities Type and 
Region, 2013-14* 

Disabilities Type Abu Dhabi Region   Al Ain Region  Al Gharbia Total 
Total 3,865 2,702 447 7,014 
Autism spectrum disorders 45 16 4 65 
Blindness 16 16 - 32 
Difficulty in using hands in writing 11 11 2 24 
Emotional BD - Oppositional defiant 
disorder (ODD) 8 5 2 15 
Emotional behavioral disability - 
Hyperactivity 40 23 4 67 
Emotional/Behavioral Disability 24 27 1 52 
Emotional/Behavioral disability-
Attention Disorder 43 76 9 128 
Health Impairment 35 17 - 52 
Health Impairment - Developmental 
Delay 31 22 1 54 
Hearing Impairment 175 90 10 275 
Hearing impairment - Deafness 10 15 1 26 
Intellectual disability 35 11 2 48 
Intellectual disability - Down 
syndrome 21 6 1 28 
Intellectual disability - Dwarfism 2 2 - 4 
Intellectual disability - Mecrocephaly 2 4 - 6 
Learning Disability  2206 1801 312 4319 
Learning disability - Dyscalculia 26 3 5 34 
Learning disability - Dysgraphia 25 108 9 142 
Learning disability - Dyslexia 86 136 34 256 
Moderate Intellectual Disability 26 8 10 44 
Orthopedic impairment - Ostreo-
porosis 6 - - 6 
Orthopedic impairment - Physical 
Impairment 22 5 3 30 
Orthopedic Impairments 55 60 5 120 
Orthopedic Impeairment - Cerebral 
palsy 19 3 1 23 
Other Disabilities 8 3 1 12 
Other health impairment - 
congenital malformation 11 7 1 19 
Other health Impairment - Epilepsy 11 7 3 21 
Speech or Language Impairment  688 108 17 813 
Speech or language impairment - 
Stuttering 92 6 2 100 
Visual Impairments 86 106 7 199 

* Excluding 295 pupils under Gifted / Talented category 
(-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 30: Teachers and Special Education Specialists by Region, 2012-13   

Region Teacher Teacher 
 Assistant 

Speech and 
Language  
Specialist 

Supervisor  

Abu Dhabi Emirate 225 23 11 6 
Abu Dhabi Region  107 11 4 2 
Al Ain Region  85 10 6 3 
Al Gharbia 33 2 1 1 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 31: Percentage Distribution of Teachers by Region, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 22,218  22,184  22,573  23,477  

 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Abu Dhabi Region  55.2 56.9 57.2 56.7 
Al Ain Region    37.5 36.1 35.7 36.3 
Al Gharbia 7.2 7.0 7.1 7.1 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 32: Teachers by Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Sector 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 22,218  22,184  22,573  23,477  
Government Education 11,384  10,451  10,812  11,005  

Private Education 10,834  11,733  11,761  12,472  
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 33: Pupils per Teacher by Region and Sector, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Item 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 13.8 14.0 14.4 14.5 
Region         
Abu Dhabi Region  15.0 14.9 15.3 15.7 
Al Ain Region    12.6 13.2 13.7 13.3 
Al Gharbia 10.5 10.8 11.1 11.3 
Sector         
Government Education 11.1 12.0 11.6 11.5 
Private Education 16.7 15.8 17.1 17.2 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 34: Administrators and Technicians Staff by Region, Gender and Sector, 2013-14 
Region\ Gender Government Education Private Education Total 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 2,326  6,525  8,851  
Male 769  2,823  3,592  

Female 1,557  3,702  5,259  

Abu Dhabi Region  976  4,012  4,988  
Male 342  1,774  2,116  

Female 634  2,238  2,872  

Al Ain Region  1,108  2,242  3,350  
Male 344  951  1,295  

Female 764  1,291  2,055  

Al Gharbia 242  271  513  
Male 83  98  181  

Female 159  173  332  
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 35: Percentage Distribution of Administrators and Technicians Staff by Region, 
2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 8,107  8,890  8,473  8,851  

 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Abu Dhabi Region  56.0 56.5 56.6 56.4 
Al Ain Region    39.8 38.6 37.7 37.8 
Al Gharbia 4.2 4.9 5.7 5.8 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 36: Teachers and Administrators and Technicians Staff in Government Education 
by Region, Citizenship and Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 13,629 12,986 12,923 13,341 
Citizens 5,945 5,874 5,938 5,983 
Male 893 898 916 959 
Female 5,052 4,976 5,022 5,024 
Non - Citizens 7,684 7,112 6,985 7,358 
Male 4,217 3,431 3,179 3,177 
Female 3,467 3,681 3,806 4,181 
Abu Dhabi Region  5,990 5,745 5,732 5,959 
Citizens 2,657 2,607 2,648 2,656 
Male 425 431 465 456 
Female 2,232 2,176 2,183 2,200 
Non - Citizens 3,333 3,138 3,084 3,303 
Male 1,740 1,506 1,396 1,394 
Female 1,593 1,632 1,688 1,909 
Al Ain Region   6,103 5,866 5,882 6,076 
Citizens 3,006 3,002 3,054 3,042 
Male 443 450 435 425 
Female 2,563 2,552 2,619 2,617 
Non - Citizens 3,097 2,864 2,828 3,034 
Male 1,888 1,509 1,376 1,428 
Female 1,209 1,355 1,452 1,606 
Al Gharbia 1,536 1,375 1,309 1,306 
Citizens 282 265 236 285 
Male 25 17 16 78 
Female 257 248 220 207 
Non - Citizens 1,254 1,110 1,073 1,021 
Male 589 416 407 355 
Female 665 694 666 666 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 37: Teachers and Administrators and Technicians Staff in Private Education by 
Region, Citizenship and Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 16,740 18,088 18,459 18,997 
Citizens 117 148 186 201 
Male 13 13 13 14 
Female 104 135 173 187 
Non - Citizens 16,623 17,940 18,273 18,796 
Male 4,930 5,325 5,252 5,336 
Female 11,693 12,615 13,021 13,460 
Abu Dhabi Region  10,821 11,894 12,139 12,338 
Citizens 69 90 102 105 
Male 13 11 10 10 
Female 56 79 92 95 
Non - Citizens 10,752 11,804 12,037 12,233 
Male 3,032 3,350 3,335 3,317 
Female 7,720 8,454 8,702 8,916 
Al Ain Region   5,471 5,571 5,463 5,796 
Citizens 47 56 60 60 
Male - 2 2 2 
Female 47 54 58 58 
Non - Citizens 5,424 5,515 5,403 5,736 
Male 1,769 1,796 1,686 1,768 
Female 3,655 3,719 3,717 3,968 
Al Gharbia 448 623 857 863 
Citizens 1 2 24 36 
Male - - 1 2 
Female 1 2 23 34 
Non - Citizens 447 621 833 827 
Male 129 179 231 251 
Female 318 442 602 576 

(-) not applicable 
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 38: Teachers in Government Education by Region, Citizenship and Gender, 2010-11 
to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 11,384 10,451 10,812 11,005 
Citizens 4,200 3,956 4,265 4,150 
Male 485 459 489 471 
Female 3,715 3,497 3,776 3,679 
Non - Citizens 7,184 6,495 6,547 6,855 
Male 3,869 3,096 2,901 2,897 
Female 3,315 3,399 3,646 3,958 
Abu Dhabi Region  5,050 4,667 4,901 4,983 
Citizens 1,896 1,780 1,971 1,906 
Male 248 243 273 255 
Female 1,648 1,537 1,698 1,651 
Non - Citizens 3,154 2,887 2,930 3,077 
Male 1,608 1,364 1,285 1,254 
Female 1,546 1,523 1,645 1,823 
Al Ain Region   5,040 4,672 4,846 4,958 
Citizens 2,113 2,022 2,158 2,118 
Male 226 212 211 212 
Female 1,887 1,810 1,947 1,906 
Non - Citizens 2,927 2,650 2,688 2,840 
Male 1,754 1,383 1,275 1,297 
Female 1,173 1,267 1,413 1,543 
Al Gharbia 1,294 1,112 1,065 1,064 
Citizens 191 154 136 126 
Male 11 4 5 4 
Female 180 150 131 122 
Non - Citizens 1,103 958 929 938 
Male 507 349 341 346 
Female 596 609 588 592 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 39: Teachers in Private Education by Region, Citizenship and Gender, 2010-11 to 
2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 10,834 11,733 11,761 12,472 
Citizens 38 42 49 60 
Male 1 1 1 2 
Female 37 41 48 58 
Non - Citizens 10,796 11,691 11,712 12,412 
Male 2,248 2,456 2,397 2,525 
Female 8,548 9,235 9,315 9,887 
Abu Dhabi Region  7,218 7,951 8,006 8,326 
Citizens 16 20 24 31 
Male 1 1 1 2 
Female 15 19 23 29 
Non - Citizens 7,202 7,931 7,982 8,295 
Male 1,373 1,537 1,513 1,551 
Female 5,829 6,394 6,469 6,744 
Al Ain Region   3,301 3,331 3,212 3,554 
Citizens 22 22 21 20 
Male - - 0 - 
Female 22 22 21 20 
Non - Citizens 3,279 3,309 3,191 3,534 
Male 815 814 752 819 
Female 2,464 2,495 2,439 2,715 
Al Gharbia 315 451 543 592 
Citizens 0 0 4 9 
Male - - 0 - 
Female - - 4 9 
Non - Citizens 315 451 539 583 
Male 60 105 132 155 
Female 255 346 407 428 

(-) not applicable 
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council. 
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Table 40: Citizens Teachers in Government Education by Region, Gender and School 
Type, 2010-11 to 2013-14 (Continue) 
Region \ Gender Kindergarten Cycle1 Cycle2 Secondary Multi-Stage Total 
Abu Dhabi Emirate             

0202-00 425 1,468 946 694 667 4200 
Male - 101 193 85 106 485 
Female 425 1,367 753 609 561 3715 
2011-12 396 1,377 924 652 607 3956 
Male - 79 185 71 124 459 
Female 396 1,298 739 581 483 3497 
2012-13 553 1,395 1,002 627 688 4265 
Male - 72 204 76 137 489 
Female 553 1,323 798 551 551 3776 
2013-14 546 1,259 889 508 948 4150 
Male - 53 184 75 159 471 
Female 546 1,206 705 433 789 3679 
Abu Dhabi Region              

0202-00 191 656 510 362 177 1896 
Male - 53 111 56 28 248 
Female 191 603 399 306 149 1648 
2011-12 171 608 500 337 164 1780 
Male - 46 121 53 23 243 
Female 171 562 379 284 141 1537 
2012-13 280 623 541 317 210 1971 
Male - 51 132 59 31 273 
Female 280 572 409 258 179 1698 
2013-14 281 558 424 204 439 1906 
Male - 32 113 58 52 255 
Female 281 526 311 146 387 1651 
Al Ain Region               

0202-00 220 713 415 326 439 2113 
Male - 47 82 29 68 226 
Female 220 666 333 297 371 1887 
2011-12 211 677 422 314 398 2022 
Male - 32 64 18 98 212 
Female 211 645 358 296 300 1810 
2012-13 264 689 459 309 437 2158 
Male - 20 72 17 102 211 
Female 264 669 387 292 335 1947 
2013-14 253 629 463 302 471 2118 
Male - 20 71 17 104 212 
Female 253 609 392 285 367 1906 
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Table 40: Citizens Teachers in Government Education by Region, Gender and School 
Type, 2010-11 to 2013-14  
Region \ Gender Kindergarten Cycle1 Cycle2 Secondary Multi-Stage Total 
Al Gharbia             

0202-00 14 99 21 6 51 191 
Male - 1 - - 10 11 
Female 14 98 21 6 41 180 
2011-12 14 92 2 1 45 154 
Male - 1 - - 3 4 
Female 14 91 2 1 42 150 
2012-13 9 83 2 1 41 136 
Male - 1 - - 4 5 
Female 9 82 2 1 37 131 
2013-14 12 72 2 2 38 126 
Male - 1 - - 3 4 
Female 12 71 2 2 35 122 

(-) not applicable 
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council. 
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Table 41: Administrators and Technicians Staff in Government Education by Region, 
Citizenship and Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 2,245 2,535 2,111 2,336 
Citizens 1,745 1,918 1,673 1,833 
Male 408 439 427 488 
Female 1,337 1,479 1,246 1,345 
Non - Citizens 500 617 438 503 
Male 348 335 278 280 
Female 152 282 160 223 
Abu Dhabi Region  940 1,078 831 976 
Citizens 761 827 677 750 
Male 177 188 192 201 
Female 584 639 485 549 
Non - Citizens 179 251 154 226 
Male 132 142 111 140 
Female 47 109 43 86 
Al Ain Region   1,063 1,194 1,036 1,118 
Citizens 893 980 896 924 
Male 217 238 224 213 
Female 676 742 672 711 
Non - Citizens 170 214 140 194 
Male 134 126 101 131 
Female 36 88 39 63 
Al Gharbia 242 263 244 242 
Citizens 91 111 100 159 
Male 14 13 11 74 
Female 77 98 89 85 
Non - Citizens 151 152 144 83 
Male 82 67 66 9 
Female 69 85 78 74 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 42: Administrators and Technicians Staff in Private Education by Region, 
Citizenship and Gender, 2010-11 to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 5,906 6,355 6,342 6,525 
Citizens 79 106 135 141 
Male 12 12 11 12 
Female 67 94 124 129 
Non - Citizens 5,827 6,249 6,207 6,384 
Male 2,682 2,869 2,805 2,811 
Female 3,145 3,380 3,402 3,573 
Abu Dhabi Region  3,603 3,943 3,963 4,012 
Citizens 53 70 77 74 
Male 12 10 8 8 
Female 41 60 69 66 
Non - Citizens 3,550 3,873 3,886 3,938 
Male 1,659 1,813 1,804 1,766 
Female 1,891 2,060 2,082 2,172 
Al Ain Region   2,170 2,240 2,141 2,242 
Citizens 25 34 39 40 
Male - 2 2 2 
Female 25 32 37 38 
Non - Citizens 2,145 2,206 2,102 2,202 
Male 954 982 906 949 
Female 1,191 1,224 1,196 1,253 
Al Gharbia 133 172 238 271 
Citizens 1 2 19 27 
Male - - 1 2 
Female 1 2 18 25 
Non - Citizens 132 170 219 244 
Male 69 74 95 96 
Female 63 96 124 148 

(-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 43: Percentage Distribution of Students in Institute of Applied Technology by 
Region and Gender, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Item 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 1,196  1,575  2,482  2,799  
Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region  47.3 38.9 54.4 58.7 
Al Ain Region    52.7 61.1 45.6 41.3 
Al Gharbia - - - - 
          
Gender 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Males 85.2 72.0 59.1 55.3 
Females 14.8 28.0 40.9 44.7 

(-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Institute of Applied Technology 
 
Table 44: Percentage Distribution of Graduates in Institute of Applied Technology by 
Region and Gender, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
 Item 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 291  241  448  480  
Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region  55.7 58.9 43.5 44.8 
Al Ain Region    44.3 41.1 56.5 55.2 
Al Gharbia - - - - 
          
Gender 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Males 100.0 100.0 67.0 73.1 
Females 0.0 0.0 33.0 26.9 
 (-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Institute of Applied Technology 
 
Table 45: Institute of Applied Technology Students by Study Field, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Study Field 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total 1,196  1,575  2,482  2,799  
Automation and Mechatronics 307  - - - 
Applied Engineering - 453  500  599  
Engineering Science 199  158  240  299  
Health Science Technology - - 59  137  
Information & Communication technology 83  116  163  214  
Advanced Science Program - - - 162  
Unspecified Field of study 607  848  1,520  1,388  

(-) not applicable 
Source: Institute of Applied Technology 
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Table 46: Institute of Applied Technology Graduates by Study Field, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Study Field 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total  291  241  448  480  
Automation and Mechatronics 145  - - - 
Applied Engineering - 121  222  253  
Engineering Science 95  63  120  123  
Health Science Technology - - 28  26  
Information & Communication technology 51  57  78  78  

(-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Institute of Applied Technology 
 
Table 47: Institute of Applied Technology Students by Study Field and Gender, 2012-13 
Study Field Males Females Total 
Total  1,549  1,250  2,799  
General Education 757  631  1,388  
Applied Engineering 387  212  599  
Engineering Science 193  106  299  
Health Science Technology - 137  137  
Information & Communication technology 125  89  214  
Advanced Science Program 87  75  162  

(-) not applicable 
Source: Institute of Applied Technology 
 
Table 48: Institute of Applied Technology Graduates by Study Field and Gender, 2012-13 
Study Field Males Females Total 
Total 351  129  480  
Applied Engineering 197  56  253  
Engineering Science 97  26  123  
Health Science Technology - 26  26  
Information & Communication technology 57  21  78  

(-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Institute of Applied Technology 
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Table 49: Percentage Distribution of Teachers in Institute of Applied Technology by 
Region, Citizenship and Gender, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
 Item 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 87  150  212  258  
          
Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region  42.5 27.3 51.4 57.8 
Al Ain Region    57.5 72.7 48.6 42.2 
Al Gharbia - - - - 
          
Citizenship 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Citizens 0.0 1.3 0.9 1.9 
Non-Citizens 100.0 98.7 99.1 98.1 
          
Gender 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Males 87.4 56.7 50.5 43.8 
Females 12.6 43.3 49.5 56.2 
 (-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Institute of Applied Technology 
 
Table 50: Institute of Applied Technology Students per Teacher by Region, 2009-10 to 
2012-13  
Region 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 13.7  10.5  11.7  10.8  
Abu Dhabi Region  15.3  14.9  12.4  11.0  
Al Ain Region    12.6  8.8  11.0  10.6  
Al Gharbia - - - - 

 (-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Institute of Applied Technology 
 
Table 51: Percentage Distribution of Teachers in Institute of Applied Technology by 
Education Attainment, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Education Attainment 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total  87  150  212  258  

 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Bachelor 63.2 66.0 61.3 63.2 
Master 33.3 32.0 36.3 32.6 
Ph.D 3.4 2.0 2.4 4.3 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Institute of Applied Technology 
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Table 52: Higher Education Institutions by Institutions Type, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Institutions Type 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total Emirate 29 31 28 27 
Universities 9 9 8 8 
Colleges 13 15 15 14 
Institutes 7 7 5 5 
Source: Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
 
Table 53: Higher Education Institutions by Institutions Type and Sector, 2009-10 to 2012-
13 
Institutions Type Government Private Total 
Total Emirate 3 24 27 
Universities 2 6 8 
Colleges 1 13 14 
Institutes - 5 5 

(-) not applicable 
Source: Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
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Table 54: Higher Education Institutions by Institution Name and Region, 2012-13 
Institution Name Region 
United Arab Emirates University Al Ain 
Zayed University Abu Dhabi 

Higher Colleges of Technology Abu Dhabi - Al Ain - Madinat 
Zayed - Ruwais 

Abu Dhabi University Abu Dhabi - Al Ain 
Khalifa University of Science, Technology and Research Abu Dhabi 
Al Hosn University Abu Dhabi 
Al Ain University of Science and Technology Abu Dhabi - Al Ain 
Paris Sorbonne University - Abu Dhabi Abu Dhabi 
University of Strathclyde Business School- UAE Abu Dhabi 
New York University Abu Dhabi 
Petroleum Institute Abu Dhabi 
Masdar Institute of Science and Technology Abu Dhabi  
Emirates College of Technology Abu Dhabi 
Syscoms College Abu Dhabi 
European International College Abu Dhabi 
New York Institute of Technology Abu Dhabi 

Abu Dhabi Vocational Education and Training Institute Abu Dhabi - Al Ain - Al Gharbia 

Al Khawarizmi International College Abu Dhabi - Al Ain 
Fatima College of Health Sciences Abu Dhabi - Al Ain 
Abu Dhabi Polytechnic Abu Dhabi - Al Ain 
Emitates Institute for Banking and Financial Studies Abu Dhabi 
INSEAD - Graduate School of Business Administration  Abu Dhabi 
Emirates College for Advanced Education Abu Dhabi 
Police College - Abu Dhabi Abu Dhabi 
International Flight Academy - Horizon Al Ain 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Air College Al Ain 
Naval College Abu Dhabi 

Source: Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
 
 
Table 55: Higher Education Students by Sector, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Sector 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total 40,031  45,677  47,070  50,754  
Government 24,708  26,464  27,580  30,728  
Private 15,323  19,213  19,490  20,026  

Sources: Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, UAE University, Zayed University, Higher College of 
Technology 
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Table 56: Higher Education Graduates by Sector, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Sector 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total 7,273  7,082  7,961  9,087  
Government Education 4,354  3,905  4,044  4,866  

Private Education 2,919  3,177  3,917  4,221  
Sources: Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, UAE University, Zayed University, Higher College of 
Technology 
 
Table 57: Percentage Distribution of Higher Education Students by Citizenship, Sector 
and Gender, 2012-13 
Citizenship \ Sector     Males Females Total       
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government 45.0 70.2 60.5 
Private 55.0 29.8 39.5 
Citizens 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government 52.6 81.0 70.5 
Private 47.4 19.0 29.5 
Non - Citizens 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government 23.4 29.8 27.0 
Private 76.6 70.2 73.0 

Sources: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, United Arab Emirate 
University, Zayed University, Higher College of Technology 
 
Table 58: Percentage Distribution of Higher Education Graduates by Citizenship, Sector 
and Gender, 2012-13 
Citizenship \ Sector     Males Females Total       
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government 47.8 57.3 53.5 
Private 52.2 42.7 46.5 
Citizens 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government 60.1 77.2 70.2 
Private 39.9 22.8 29.8 
Non - Citizens 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Government 15.5 12.7 13.7 
Private 84.5 87.3 86.3 

Sources: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, United Arab Emirate 
University, Zayed University, Higher College of Technology 
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Table 59: Percentage Distribution of Graduates from United Arab Emirate University by 
Field of Study, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Field of Study 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total 1,964 1,808 1,723 1,789 
  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Humanities and Social Science 23.6 26.1 28.1 25.9 
Science 10.7 7.8 8.0 5.7 
Education  17.2 12.9 7.1 4.4 
Economic and Business Science 16.4 18.8 19.0 20.1 
Law 4.8 3.3 3.0 3.0 
Food and Agriculture 1.9 3.9 5.3 6.6 
Engineering  12.8 11.7 13.1 16.2 
Medicine & Health Sciences 1.9 2.1 2.6 3.0 
Information Technology 6.7 7.0 6.2 4.6 
Master 4.0 6.5 7.5 10.6 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirate University 
 
Table 60: Percentage Distribution of Graduates from Zayed University by Field of Study, 
2009-10 to 2012-13 
Field of Study 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total 253 571 493 605 
  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Art and Design 8.3 3.5 2.0 5.8 
Education 14.6 4.0 5.5 3.6 
Communication and Media Science 11.1 7.0 6.7 8.6 
Business Science 30.0 16.8 27.8 21.7 
Information Systems and Technology Management 7.1 1.2 8.3 5.6 
Health Sciences 7.5 3.7 4.5 2.3 
Information Technology 13.4 2.8 4.9 3.3 
International Studies 5.5 2.8 3.0 7.6 
Multimedia Design 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.8 
Technology and Education  2.4 0.0 1.0 0.7 
Emirati Studies - - - 0.2 
Double Major - - - 0.3 
Environment Science Sustainability - - - 0.2 
Master - 58.1 34.9 39.3 
 (-) not applicable 
Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Zayed University 
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Table 61: Percentage Distribution of Graduates from Higher Colleges of Technology by 
Field of Study, 2009-10 to 2012-13*  
Field of Study 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total 1,720 1,449 1,812 2,393 
  Percentage  
  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Below University Diploma 

    Business 21.2 20.4 18.5 14.0 
Applied Communications 0.5 1.2 4.0 1.0 
Education 1.5 0.9 2.4 1.3 
Engineering Technology 9.0 4.5 3.0 2.6 
Health Science 3.4 3.5 2.6 2.3 
Information Technology 15.3 11.7 14.5 10.2 
Higher Diploma 

    Business 8.8 13.0 12.0 8.4 
Applied Communications 1.6 1.9 0.7 0.6 
Education 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Engineering Technology 7.1 11.9 3.3 3.1 
Health Science 1.9 1.2 0.3 1.3 
Information Technology 6.4 8.3 5.5 5.2 
Baccalaureate 

    Business 6.7 4.5 14.1 20.4 
Applied Communications 1.6 1.2 2.6 1.2 
Education 2.2 1.4 1.6 1.0 
Engineering Technology 5.5 7.7 6.2 10.6 
Health Science 2.3 0.5 1.1 2.2 
Information Technology 5.1 4.7 7.6 8.3 
Master - 1.7 - 6.5 

* Not Include Work Readiness Program Data 
Source:  Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Higher Colleges of Technology 
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Table 62: Percentage Distribution of Graduates from Private Higher Education Institution 
by Field of Study, 2009-10 to 2012-13 
Field of Study 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Total 2,919 3,177 3,917 4,221 
  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Business Management 46.2 38.7 32.0 30.7 
Art and Design 1.1 0.8 1.4 0.6 
Communication and Media 0.2 1.0 2.4 4.0 
Information Technology 11.7 11.4 5.7 3.6 
Education 22.6 27.1 5.6 2.5 
Engineering 11.1 10.4 14.1 10.3 
Health Science - 2.1 1.6 1.2 
Law and Jurisprudence - 3.4 5.2 8.7 
English Language 4.0 2.3 0.6 0.7 
Social Behaviors 2.0 0.2 - - 
Sociology and Humanities - - 1.4 0.5 
Other 1.2 2.5 - - 
Master - - 29.9 37.2 

(-) not applicable 
Source:  Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
 
Table 63: Literacy Centres and Adult Education by Type, 2010-10 to 2013-14 
Centers 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Total 114 109 109 99 
Family Development 11 10 10 10 
Centres 26 23 23 23 
Home Schooling 77 76 76 66 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 64: Literacy Centres and Adult Education and Home Schooling by Region and 
Gender, 2010-10 to 2013-14 
Region \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 114 109 109 99 
Male 56 56 56 48 
Female 58 53 53 51 
Abu Dhabi Region  30 27 27 25 
Male 16 15 15 13 
Female 14 12 12 12 
Al Ain Region  58 56 56 48 
Male 28 28 28 22 
Female 30 28 28 26 
Al Gharbia 26 26 26 26 
Male 12 13 13 13 
Female 14 13 13 13 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 65: Percentage Distribution of Pupils in Literacy Centres and Adult Education and 
Home Schooling by Region and Gender, 2010-10 to 2013-14 
Item 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 15,242 13,610 11,804 11,031 
Region 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Abu Dhabi Region  46.6 47.8 48.4 47.3 
Al Ain Region  44.1 44.1 70.2 42.4 
Al Gharbia 9.3 8.1 9.5 10.2 
          
Gender 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Male 60.3 63.0 60.0 60.5 
Female 39.7 37.0 40.0 39.5 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 66: Pupils in Literacy Centres and Adult Education by Region, Citizenship, Gender 
and Stage, 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Secondary Total 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 1220 1565 3558 6343 
Citizens 537 1152 3127 4816 
Male 86 635 2091 2812 
Female 451 517 1036 2004 
Non - Citizens 683 413 431 1527 
Male 135 183 227 545 
Female 548 230 204 982 
Abu Dhabi Region  486 567 1544 2597 
Citizens 212 376 1330 1918 
Male 24 180 855 1059 
Female 188 196 475 859 
Non - Citizens 274 191 214 679 
Male 50 78 107 235 
Female 224 113 107 444 
Al Ain Region  584 761 1554 2899 
Citizens 251 585 1382 2218 
Male 47 344 934 1325 
Female 204 241 448 893 
Non - Citizens 333 176 172 681 
Male 71 85 87 243 
Female 262 91 85 438 
Al Gharbia 150 237 460 847 
Citizens 74 191 415 680 
Male 15 111 302 428 
Female 59 80 113 252 
Non - Citizens 76 46 45 167 
Male 14 20 33 67 
Female 62 26 12 100 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 67: Pupils in Home Schooling by Region, Citizenship, Gender and Stage, 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender Cycle 2 Secondary Total 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 879 3809 4688 
Citizens 656 3161 3817 
Male 475 2390 2865 
Female 181 771 952 
Non - Citizens 223 648 871 
Male 87 361 448 
Female 136 287 423 
Abu Dhabi Region  441 2184 2625 
Citizens 307 1814 2121 
Male 209 1372 1581 
Female 98 442 540 
Non - Citizens 134 370 504 
Male 53 198 251 
Female 81 172 253 
Al Ain Region  381 1400 1781 
Citizens 312 1187 1499 
Male 242 915 1157 
Female 70 272 342 
Non - Citizens 69 213 282 
Male 25 122 147 
Female 44 91 135 
Al Gharbia 57 225 282 
Citizens 37 160 197 
Male 24 103 127 
Female 13 57 70 
Non - Citizens 20 65 85 
Male 9 41 50 
Female 11 24 35 

Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council 
 
Table 68: Percentage Distribution of Teachers in Literacy Centres and Adult Education by 
Region, 2010-10 to 2013-14 
Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 250 255 252 245 

 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Abu Dhabi Region  31.6 34.1 32.1 31.0 
Al Ain Region  33.2 31.8 34.1 33.9 
Al Gharbia 35.2 34.1 33.7 35.1 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Education Council 
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Table 69: Teachers in Literacy Centres and Adult Education by Region, Citizenship and 
Gender, 2010-10 to 2013-14 
Region \ Citizenship \ Gender 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 250 255 252 245 
Citizens 137 156 165 161 
Male 4 4 3 3 
Female 133 152 162 158 
Non - Citizens 113 99 87 84 
Male 16 23 17 17 
Female 97 76 70 67 
Abu Dhabi Region  79 87 81 76 
Citizens 52 55 55 50 
Male 4 4 3 3 
Female 48 51 52 47 
Non - Citizens 27 32 26 26 
Male 13 23 17 17 
Female 14 9 9 9 
Al Ain Region  83 81 86 83 
Citizens 63 74 81 79 
Male - - - - 
Female 63 74 81 79 
Non - Citizens 20 7 5 4 
Male 3 - - - 
Female 17 7 5 4 
Al Gharbia 88 87 85 86 
Citizens 22 27 29 32 
Male - - - - 
Female 22 27 29 32 
Non - Citizens 66 60 56 54 
Male - - - - 
Female 66 60 56 54 
 (-) not applicable 
Source: Abu Dhabi Education Council. 
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Table 70: Illiteracy Rate among Population (10 years and above) by Citizenship and 
Gender 
Citizenship \ Gender 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Total 12.6 7.9 10.5 9.2 7.2 
Males 14.2 8.7 11.6 10.0 7.5 
Females 9.1 6.4 7.7 7.1 6.2 
Citizens 8.3 6.1 6.0 5.9 5.3 
Males 5.0 3.5 3.4 3.8 3.4 
Females 11.5 8.8 8.7 8.2 7.4 
Non-Citizens 13.9 8.4 11.5 9.9 7.5 
Males 16.0 9.7 12.7 10.8 8.0 
Females 7.9 5.2 7.2 6.7 5.6 
 Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
 
Table 71: Literacy Rate among Population (10 years and above) by Citizenship and 
Gender 
Citizenship \ Gender 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Total 87.4 92.1 89.5 90.8 92.8 
Males 85.8 91.3 88.4 90.0 92.5 
Females 90.9 93.6 92.3 92.9 93.8 
Citizens 91.7 93.9 94.0 94.1 94.7 
Males 95.0 96.5 96.6 96.2 96.6 
Females 88.5 91.2 91.3 91.8 92.6 
Non-Citizens 86.1 91.6 88.5 90.1 92.5 
Males 84.0 90.3 87.3 89.2 92.0 
Females 92.1 94.8 92.8 93.3 94.4 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
 
Table 72: Illiteracy Rate among Youth Population (15-24 years) by Citizenship and Gender 
Citizenship \ Gender 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Total 5.8 3.5 8.1 7.3 4.8 
Males 7.5 4.5 9.7 8.7 5.5 
Females 3.7 2.4 4.9 4.6 3.3 
Citizens 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.5 
Males 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.5 
Females 1.0 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 
Non-Citizens 9.1 5.3 11.0 9.8 6.4 
Males 11.2 6.5 12.3 10.8 6.9 
Females 5.8 3.7 7.7 7.1 5.1 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
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Table 73: Literacy Rate among Youth Population (15-24 years) by Citizenship and Gender 
Citizenship \ Gender 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Total 94.2 96.5 91.9 92.7 95.2 
Males 92.5 95.5 90.3 91.3 94.5 
Females 96.3 97.6 95.1 95.4 96.7 
Citizens 99.2 99.5 99.4 99.4 99.5 
Males 99.4 99.6 99.4 99.5 99.5 
Females 99.0 99.4 99.4 99.4 99.6 
Non-Citizens 90.9 94.7 89.0 90.2 93.6 
Males 88.8 93.5 87.7 89.2 93.1 
Females 94.2 96.3 92.3 92.9 94.9 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
 
 
Table 74: Distribution of Estimated Population (10 years and over) by Education 
Attainment and Gender, 2013 
Education Attainment Males Females Total 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Less than primary 16.2 14.9 15.9 
Primary 21.1 20.0 20.8 
Lower Secondary 22.2 15.5 20.4 
Upper Secondary 15.1 19.9 16.4 
Post-secondary 6.5 7.1 6.7 
Bachelor 14.9 18.2 15.7 
Higher Education 4.0 4.2 4.1 
Unknown 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
 
Table 75: Distribution of Estimated Citizens Population (10 years and over) by Education 
Attainment and Gender, 2013 
Education Attainment Males Females Total 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Less than primary 8.5 14.7 11.6 
Primary 17.9 17.5 17.7 
Lower Secondary 23.2 18.5 20.9 
Upper Secondary 26.2 26.7 26.4 
Post-secondary 7.2 7.0 7.1 
Bachelor 12.6 13.2 12.9 
Higher Education 4.4 2.3 3.3 
Unknown 0.0 0.1 0.1 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
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Table 76: Distribution of Estimated Non-Citizens Population (10 years and over) by 
Education Attainment and Gender, 2013 
Education Attainment Males Females Total 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Less than primary 17.1 15.0 16.7 
Primary 21.5 21.1 21.4 
Lower Secondary 22.1 14.1 20.4 
Upper Secondary 13.7 16.9 14.4 
Post-secondary 6.4 7.2 6.6 
Bachelor 15.1 20.4 16.3 
Higher Education 4.0 5.1 4.2 
Unknown 0.1 0.2 0.1 

Source: Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi 
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Explanatory Notes  
 

Glossary 
This report contains technical terms that should be known when analyzing the statistics of the 
educational sector in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, which include the following terms: 
 

Gross Enrollment Ratio 
The number of pupils, regardless of age enrolled in a particular education stage / the number of 
population in that stage’s official age group x 100. 
 

Net Enrollment Ratio 
This is the number of enrolled pupils in the official age range of a particular education stage 
(Kindergarten from age 4 to 5 years, Cycle1 from age 6 to 10 years, Cycle2 from age 11 to 14 
years, Secondary from age 15 to 17 years) / the number of population in that stage’s official age 
group x 100. 
 

School Year 
This is the period of time in which a student completes 1 level of education. In the UAE the 
school year usually starts in September of a year and ends in June of the next year. For 
example, the 2013-14 school year started in September 2013 and ended in June 2014. 
 
 

Data Source 
Data are obtained from Abu Dhabi Education Council, Institute of Applied Technology, Ministry 
of Higher Education and Scientific Research, UAE University, Zayed University and Higher 
Colleges of Technology.  The data are processed and passed to Statistic Centre – Abu Dhabi 
for further editing and compilation. 
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Technical Notes 
 
Data of Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC) refers to 10/7/2014 and were updated on 
08/08/2014. 
 
Notes on the tables 
The changes available in levels and tables are based on unrounded numbers. 
The final totals in certain tables may not be consistent because they are unrounded. 
 

More information and next release 
For more information about Education and other official statistics, please visit the statistics link 
on the SCAD website at http://www.scad.ae 
The next release is expected in November 2015 for the 2014-15. 
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