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Introduction  

Tourism and Hotel Establishments’ statistics have an economic importance as the 

government of Abu Dhabi identifies the tourism sector as one of the development catalysts 

within Abu Dhabi Vision 2030 for increasing the income and diversifying the economic base 

away from the oil sector. The tourism sector has been included in the ten leading sectors of 

the five-year plan for the development of the emirate. Therefore, the Statistics Centre - Abu 

Dhabi (SCAD) attaches a great attention to measuring development indicators in the hotel 

sector. 

This bulletin highlights the key tourism indicators in the first half of 2014 and 2013, 

including the number of guests, guest nights, occupancy rate, average length of stay and 

revenues. Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority (TCA) is the main source of the statistics 

included in this bulletin. 

The “Explanatory Notes” section at the end of this bulletin provides an explanation of 

the key terms and technical concepts used. Readers are encouraged to refer to that section 

while reading the statistics and information outlined in this bulletin. We hope that the bulletin 

will meet the requirements of planners, decision makers, researchers, academics and data 

users. 
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Key Points  

 The number of hotel establishment guests in the first half of 2014 rose by 27.5% compared 

with the first half of 2013 reaching 1,700.1 thousand guests. 

 UAE Nationals accounted for 33.4% of the guests in the first half of 2014, an increase of 

25.1% compared with the first half of 2013. 

 More than a third by 37.8% of guests stayed in five star hotels in the first half of 2014.  

 Guest nights rose by 21.8% reaching 5.1 million nights in the first half of 2014. 

 The average length of stay in the first half of 2014 was 3.1 days. 

 The highest occupancy rate of 85.3% was recorded by hotel apartments compared with 

74.3% for hotels in the first half of 2014. 

 Hotel establishments’ revenues rose by 14.5% from the first half of 2013 to the first half of 

2014 reaching AED 3.1 billion. 
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Hotel Establishments 

The number of hotel establishments’ increased by 6.2% in first half of 2014 reaching 154, while the 

total number of rooms increased by 8.4%. The number of guests totaled 1,700.1 thousand in first 

half of 2014, an increase of 27.5% compared with the first half of 2013. Guest nights totaled 5.1 

million nights in the first half of 2014; an increase of 21.8% compared with the first half of 2013. 

The average length of stay declined by 4.4% to 3.0 days. The occupancy rate was 76.6% in the 

first half of 2014, an increase of 8.3% compared with the same half of 2013. The data also shows a 

decrease in the average room revenues and an increase in the average revenues of available 

rooms. 

Table 1: Key indicators of hotel establishments, first half of 2013- 2014 

Indicator 2013 2014 Change % 

Number of hotel establishments 041 014 2.6 

Number of rooms 412451 452411 4.8 

Number of guests (thousand) 02333,3 02511,0 6..2 

Number of guest nights (thousand) 42444,4 12045,4 6..4 

Average length of stay (nights) 3.4 3,1 8.8-  

Occupancy rate (%) 51,5 54,4 .4 3 

Average room revenues (AED) 445,1 434,0 -4.8 

Average revenues of available rooms (AED/per night) 304,4 330,0 8.2 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority   

 

The average length of stay in hotel apartments was three days longer than hotels, and the occupancy 

rate in hotel apartments 31,3% was higher than hotels by 54,3% in the first half of 2014. 
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Table 2: Key indicators of hotel establishments by type, first half of 2014 

Indicator Hotels Hotel 
apartments Total 

Number of hotel establishments 011 14 .28 

Number of rooms 402541 12431 6.4872 

Number of guests (thousand) 02115,3 0.4,3 .4.77.. 

Number of guest nights (thousand) 32.44,0 02441,3 24.8..8 

Average length of stay (nights) 4,4 ,4 4 3.0 

Occupancy rate (%) 54,3  31,3 76.6 

Average room revenues (AED) 413,. 344,5 846.. 

Average revenues of available rooms (AED /per 
night) 

340,1 4.4,4 44... 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority   

The majority of guests stayed in the Abu Dhabi region with 83.3% of the total guests in the first half 

of 2014 compared with 10.1% in the Al Ain region and 6.6% in the Al Gharbia region. The average 

length of stay was 3.2 days in the Abu Dhabi region, 2.0 days in Al Ain region and 2.7 days in Al 

Gharbia. 

Table 3: Key indicators of hotel establishments by region, first half of 2014 

Indicator Abu 
Dhabi Al Ain Al 

Gharbia Total 

Number of guests (thousand) 1,416.4 171.5 112.2 1,700.1 

Number of guest nights (thousand) 4,502.5 346.6 298.3 5,147.4 

Average length of stay (nights) 3.2 2.0 2.7 3.0 

Occupancy rate (%) 53,3 41,. 44,5 76.6 

Average room revenues (AED) 40.,3 403,5 441,0 846.. 

Average revenues of available rooms (AED/ per 
night) 

343,1 454,1 431,4 44... 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority 
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Number of Guests 

The total number of guests grew to 1,700.1 thousand in the first half of 2014, an increase of 27.5% 

compared with the first half of 2013. UAE Nationals formed the largest segment of guests in hotel 

establishments, accounting for about 33.4% of the total number of guests, followed by Asia 

(excluding Arab countries) guests with 20.4%. The numbers of European guests increased in the 

same period by 03,3%. 

The number of guests increased for all nationalities, the largest percentage increase in the first half 

of 2014 was from North and South America with 42.7% compared with the first half of 2013, followed 

by guests from Asia (Excluding Arab Countries) with 41.3%. At the same time, the numbers of the 

Africa (Excluding Arab Countries) guests increased by 39.3%. 

Table 4: Guests of hotel establishments by nationality, first half of 2013-2014 

Nationality 2013 2014 
2014  
Share 
(%) 

Change 
(%) 

UAE 454,353 568,285 33.4 25.1 

GCC 88,195 110,523 6.5 25.3 

Other Arab countries 160,551 193,750 11.4 20.7 

Asia (excluding Arab countries) 245,804 347,302 20.4 41.3 

Australia and Asia Pacific 22,586 25,168 1.5 11.4 

Africa (excluding Arab countries) 17,859 24,876 1.5 39.3 

Europe 262,427 319,751 18.8 21.8 

North and South America 63,767 90,971 5.4 42.7 

Not mentioned 17,797 19,509 1.1 9.6 

Total  1,333,339 1,700,135 100.0 27.5 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority    

More than a third of guests was 37.8% stayed in five stars hotels in the first half for 2014, followed 

by guests in four stars hotels with 27.2%, guests in three stars or less with 23.7% and guests in 

hotel apartments with 11.3%. 
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Table 5: Hotel guests by nationality and classification, first half of 2014 

Nationality Five stars Four 
stars 

Three 
stars or 

less 

Hotels 
apartments Total 

UAE 44.2334  141,347  00123..     66,203  1432431 

GCC 332340 4.2013 442141 04241. 0012143 

Other Arab countries 412413    57,329  442.14     30,909  0.32511 

Asia (excluding Arab countries) .32310 .4211. 015231. 442433 3452314 

Australia and Asia Pacific 012155      6,688  424.5      2,106  412043 

Africa (excluding Arab countries) 12434 .24.0 52103 423.1 442354 

Europe 04.2440    93,910  1.203.     17,281  30.2510 

North and South America 3.2454 442101 052.14 .2144 .12.50 

Not mentioned .2315      5,965  424.1      1,247  0.211. 

Total  28.444. 82644.6 87447.6 .464628 .4.774.42 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority 

Guests from Europe preferred to stay in luxury hotels; around half of them was 46.7% stayed in five 

stars hotels. With regard to guests from other Arab countries, 33.5% of them stayed in three star 

hotels or less and 21.0% in five star hotels. 

Figure 1: Number of guests by nationality, first half of 2013-2014 
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Guest Nights  

The number of guest nights totaled 5.1 million nights in the first half of 2014, an increase of 21.8% 

compared with the first half of 2013. Guest nights from the Asia (Excluding Arab Countries) 

contributed the largest share of the rise with 28.5%, followed by guests from Africa (excluding Arab 

countries) with 24.5%. 

Table 6: Guest nights by nationality, first half of 2013- 2014 

Nationality 2013 2014 
2014 % 

share 
Change % 

UAE 1,035,457 0243421.4 41,1 44,3 

GCC 0.52413 4432305 4,5 43,4 

Other Arab countries 437,647 1112331 .,3 01,1 

Asia (excluding Arab countries) 844,042 021342513 40,0 43,1 

Australia and Asia Pacific 78,179 3.2.34 0,5 01,1 

Africa (excluding Arab countries) 62,891 53245. 0,1 44,1 

Europe 
1,195,81

6 024142043 45,4 05,3 

North and South America 330,067 413214. 5,3 44,3 

Not mentioned 45,297 142.54 ,0 0 05,1 

Total  846624278 24.8.4446 .77.7 21.8 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority    

Guests from Europe and the UAE represented more than half of the entire guest nights in the first 

half of 2014 with 27.2% and 25.0% respectively. 

Guests from Africa (excluding Arab countries) and guests from Australia and Asia Pacific contributed 

the lowest share of guest nights with 1.5% and 1.7% respectively.  
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 Table 7: Guest nights by nationality and classification, first half of 2014 (Night/ Guest) 

Nationality Five 
stars Four stars 

Three 
Stars or 

less 

Hotel 
apartments Total 

UAE 1312103 4112.51 4412411 41.2113 0243421.4 

GCC .12404 142.33 432431 142333 4432305 

Other Arab countries ..2444 04423.. 0432513 03.2140 1112331 

Asia (excluding Arab 
countries) 

4112445 4132300 4442441 34321.1 021342513 

Australia and Asia Pacific 432013 03235. 042044 442344 3.2.34 

Africa (excluding Arab 
countries) 

0.2334 402341 412331 0520.1 53245. 

Europe 4432053 3112504 0302.04 4342345 024142043 

North and South America 0412.11 332143 1424.1 00324.0 413214. 

Not mentioned 412453 0025.4 32344 042041 142.54 

Total  1,807,931 1,135,853 978,312 1,225,296 24.8.4446 
Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority 

  

Figure 2: Guest nights by nationality, first half of 2013- 2014 
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Average Length of Stay 

The average length of stay decreased for all nationalities except guests from Australia and Asia Pacific 

in the first half of 2014 to 3.0 nights, a decrease of 4.4% compared with the first half of 2013. Guests 

from North and South Americas accounted for the largest percentage decrease with 14.3%, followed 

by guests from Africa (excluding Arab countries) with 10.6%, and guests from Asia (excluding Arab 

countries)  with 9.0%. 

The highest average length of stay in the first half of 2014 was recorded by guests from North and 

South Americas and European guests with 4.4 nights for each. The lowest average length of stay was 

recorded by GCC guests at 2.2 nights, followed by UAE guests at 2.3 nights. 

Table 8: Average length of stay by nationality, first half of 2014- 2018 (Night/ Guest) 

Nationality 67.4 2018 Change % 

UAE 3.2 3.2 -7.0 

GCC  3.3 3.3 -3.1 

Other Arab countries 3.2 3.2 -3.1 

Asia (excluding Arab countries) 2.3 2.3 -0.7 

Australia and Asia Pacific 2.3 2.2 1.3 

Africa (excluding Arab countries)  2.3 2.3 -37.1 

Europe  3.2 3.3 -1.3 

North and South America 3.3 3.3 -33.1 

Not specified  3.3 3.2 1.0 

Total  4.6 .3 0 -4.4 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority 
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Occupancy Rate 

Occupancy rate is a significant hotel establishment indicator. The occupancy rate rose in the first half 

of 2014 by 8.4% compared with the same half in the previous year. 

The occupancy rate in Abu Dhabi region by 78.3% was higher than in the Al Ain region and the Al 

Gharbia region. Occupancy rates in hotel apartments by 85.3% was higher than in hotels in the first 

half of 2014. 

Figure 3: Occupancy rate by region, first half of 67.8 

 

The data shows that the highest occupancy rate in first half of 2014 was reaching the highest 

level in February at 81.0%, and then the occupancy rate dropped to 69.7% in June.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

78.3

65.9 64.7

76.6

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

70.0

80.0

90.0

Abu Dhabi Al Ain Al Gharbia Total

%



14

13Hotel Establishments Statistics First Quarter, 2013-2014

13 
 

Figure 4: Occupancy rate by month, first half of 67.4 

 

 

Revenues  

The overall revenues of hotel establishments rose to AED 3.1 billion in the first half of 2014, an 

increase of 14.5% compared with the previous year. 

Table 9: Revenues of hotel establishments by type of revenue, first half of 2013- 2014 
(AED million) 

Revenue Type 2013 2014 Change % 

Room 02354,5 02153,1 04,. 

Food and beverages 02111,3 02030,3 00,. 
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Total revenues 6424..8 44744.6 .8.2 

Source: Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority 
 
 
 

 

  

Compared with the first half of 2013, revenues of rooms in hotel establishments increased 14.9% 
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Explanatory Notes 

Hotel establishments:  are hotels and hotel apartments operating in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, and licensed by the Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority. 

Occupancy rate: is the number of guest nights divided by the number of available rooms in 
the reference period (night, month, and year). 

Guest nights: are the total nights of all guests in a specific period. 

Average length of stay: is the total number of guest nights divided by the number of guests 
during the reference period (night, month, and year). 

Technical notes 

Scope of the work 
This report covers statistics on hotel establishments in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, which 
are supplied by the Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority (ADTA). 

Reference period 
Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority receives the data from hotel establishments. 
Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority provides Statistics – Centre Abu Dhabi annually 
with the data after reviewing it. 
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