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Introduction
Official statistics are part of descriptive statistics. They are produced in countries by government agencies, which are usually 
represented by statistics centers in those countries. Official statistics depend on several sources, mainly specialized statistical 
surveys which are designed and carried out to collect data about a specific issue or phenomenon by means of a form which 
is prepared for this purpose. These surveys are often performed on a sample that is designed and chosen from a certain 
population. Examples include the workforce survey, economic survey of facilities, and environmental survey of industrial 
plants. In the case where all targeted units of the population are studied, such a survey is called a comprehensive survey or 
census count. Examples include the population census, facility census, agricultural census and other kinds of census. Study 
units in field surveys can be facilities, families or individuals.

Other important sources of statistical data that are necessary to prepare official statistics include administrative records, which 
are a set of data which emerges as a result of administrative operations provided by various agencies, particularly government 
agencies, for individuals, institutions and community. 

Official statistics aim to provide government agencies, business sector, civil community organization, the public, resident and 
non-resident stakeholders, with information and statistics. Official statistics tend to be of interest to all segments of users and 
are often connected with general policies. Official statistics of Abu Dhabi (SSAD) seek to provide an objective, unbiased picture 
of the economic, social, and environmental conditions of the Emirate or any of its regions. The government and government 
agencies are the main user of official statistics. Other users include companies, commercial establishments, academic 
institutions, researchers and other concerned agencies and individuals.

Statistics Center – Abu Dhabi (SCAD) produces many official statistics and seeks to achieve the clarity of the published indicators 
and statistics as regards the underlying concepts and appropriate use; in order to help ensure quality. Therefore, the Guide to 
Statistical Indicators provides a detailed explanation of the most important statistical indicators issued by SCAD in terms of 
their significance, methodology of preparation, mechanism of calculation and how to make use of them in different areas, in 
addition to other metadata. 

A statistical indicator can be defined as the description of the economic, social and other characteristics of some phenomenon 
at a specific time and place. An indicator can be an absolute number, ratio, average or other statistic. Indicators help decision 
makers to evaluate plans, development programs and their specified goals. A statistical indicator must have a range of 
characteristics the most important of which is the clarity of design, the ability to measure the change in the phenomenon 
under study, easy explanation and regional and international comparability.

9
Statistical Indicators
Guide

www.scad.ae

Methodology and Quality Guides - No. (9)



Statistical Indicators Guide

4

The Guide to Statistical Indicators basically aims to provide an explanation and description of the most important statistical 
indicators used in SCAD. This description includes the following elements:

Name of Indicator The official name of the indicator as approved in SCAD.

Definition
It is the description of the concept and meaning of the indicator to make it clearer to 
users.

Calculation It is a description of the approved equation for calculation of the indicator.

Measurement unit
The unit used in the measurement of the indicator, such as AED to measure financial 
values, and year to measure age.

Level of detail

A number of variables or groupings used to break down (classify, categorize) the 
indicator, when more detail is required for dissemination of its data, such as the use 
of the region variable (Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, Western Region) to detail the population 
indicator.

Frequency measurement The required duration to update the indicator’s data.

Data source

This element specifies the type of source or main methodology to obtain the data 
pertaining to the indicator. There are different types of sources for such data, such as field 
surveys, censuses, administrative records or more than one source. For some indicators 
data is derived and is prepared through special calculations.

The Guide also includes an explanation of the most important scientific and international references used in the preparation 
of statistical indicators, in addition to the major uses of statistics in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. This guide is one of the most 
important basic outputs of the project for “Metadata Management” launched by SCAD within its strategic plan for the coming 
stage 2015-2019, by which SCAD intends to set up a consistent system of metadata and descriptive information for statistical 
data and indicators in the Emirate.

The Guide to Statistical Indicators in Abu Dhabi has been divided into three main chapters as follows:

• Chapter One: It contains the key demographic and social indicators, along with their metadata and uses.

• Chapter Two: It contains the key economic indicators, along with their metadata and uses.

• Chapter Three: It contains the key agricultural and environmental indicators, along with their metadata and 
uses.

At the end of the guide two explanatory appendices are added: the first is about the basic classifications used to describe the 
indicators. The second includes the key codes, abbreviations and acronyms used in the definition of indicators, along with a 
simple explanation.
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The Quality of Indicators
Statistical quality is a set of standards to be met in the production and dissemination of official statistics which make them 
suitable for use by the concerned parties. Being aware of the importance of high quality data for sound decision making, SCAD 
has included in its coming strategy two important projects, namely: “The Management of Statistical Quality for Administrative 
Records” and “The Management of Statistical Quality for Surveys”. Through these two projects, SCAD seeks to evaluate and 
upgrade its official statistics.

In this context, SCAD has issued a Statistical Data Quality Framework for Abu Dhabi Emirate, which designates a range of quality 
standards that must be applied in official statistics. These standards are the basis for the evaluation and development of the 
quality of official statistics. According to the Framework, these standards include the following:

1. Corporate procedures supportive of quality: this standard measures how far the corporate, legal, financial, technological 
and human resources environment meets the requirements of the statistical business. It is worth mentioning here that 
this standard is not one of the quality standards of a statistical output. It is a prerequisite for the preparation of quality 
standards. Therefore, some international quality frameworks have placed this standard within the essential prerequisites 
for the preparation of statistics and not as part of quality standards.

2. Relevance: This element measures how far statistics data meets the requirements of users.

3. Clarity and interpretability: this standard measures the sufficiency of descriptive information for the published statistics, 
as well as its clarity so that the user may understand it.

4. Sound methodology: this standard measures the compatibility of statistical methodology with international, national 
and local standards and methodologies and best practices.

5. Data accuracy: this standard measures the efficiency of data and its capability of describing the phenomenon under 
study and research. Accuracy is also defined as the agreement between the estimated values from the survey and the 
real values.

6. Consistency and coherence: this standard measures the consistency of the collected data, and congruence and 
integration between the published statistics so that they can be compared or integrated with each other, in addition to 
the comparability of issued statistics in different periods of time.

7. Data accessibility: This standard measures the ease of acquisition of statistical data and information in different ways that 
are suitable for all users.

8. Timeliness and Data Recency: this standard measures the duration between the reference period of the survey and 
the date of release of data, as well as the punctuality of publication of statistics in accordance with the approved time 
schedule.

In addition, SCAD has developed a set of specialized quality manuals that are in keeping with international quality frameworks, 
and consistent with SCAD’s quality framework which was mentioned before. These manuals also include “The Manual on 
Statistical Standards and Procedures for Administrative Records”. This manual concentrates to a great extent on the standards 
to be observed in record data in concerned government agencies, and the procedures that may help to realize these standards. 
SCAD also prepared a detailed Manual on the Standards and Procedures for Statistical Quality Assurance in Surveys. This latter 
manual contains quality standards and the procedures that help to improve and develop the quality of statistical surveys 
according to the different stages.

SCAD is committed to pursue and monitor statistical process and quality procedures implemented to prepare statistical 
indicators. It seeks - within the concept of continuous improvement – to monitor the prospects of improvement of the execution 
of surveys. SCAD also checks, reviews and processes source data in order to ensure their compatibility with the required quality. 
A comparison is also carried out between the indicators derived from source data and other indicators from reliable sources in 
order to inspect and guarantee the consistency of indicators that are made available to users.

Statistical quality is monitored and evaluated according to the aforementioned standards. Accordingly SCAD prepares 
a detailed report on data quality, including the key quality procedures and opportunities of improvement. SCAD provides 
statistical quality statement document for surveys, which is a brief report on quality practices in surveys. This statement is 
supported by certain basic quality indicators.
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1 |  Demographic Indicators
1-1  Population

Population statistics are fundamental since they support the demographic analysis of human populations in terms of their size, 
composition and spatial distribution, as well as their evolution over time in response to natural changes (births minus deaths) 
and existing and expected migration movements. Economic and social indicators are often measured in relation to total 
population or its components. This method allows these indicators to be compared over time or between different countries 
or territories. Directly or indirectly, population statistics are used for planning, monitoring and evaluating programmes and 
strategies in most social and economic areas by government authorities and other entities.

Population statistics are often used as one of the criteria, within a country, to allocate financial resources to lower level 
geographical entities, such as emirates, municipalities and health care regions, as well as for allocating territories to electoral 
areas. These statistics facilitate the evaluation of the impact of demographic phenomena occurring at country or local level 
such as fertility, population ageing and mortality, family formation and dissolution, and urbanisation and internal movements.

These statistics are useful in the future planning for the Emirate in terms of infrastructure, including housing, transport, 
education, health. If these data are accurate, especially future estimates, planning will be accurate, and also there will be 
accurate allocation and proper use of resources. If there are no estimates based on an organized analysis of population trends, 
decision makers will be obliged to work on the basis of unreal assumptions regarding the size of needs and resources.

Population Projections: They are future estimates of population based on a regular analysis of population trends. They describe 
the size of population, their gender and age composition, and geographical distribution. These projections give a measure 
of the size of population, age and gender composition in the coming period, in addition to their different characteristics. The 
scientific prediction of the future population and its changing size, composition and distribution, are important foundations 
for practical economic and social planning for any modern community. The importance of these future estimates lies in the 
planning and development of states. The target is humans, meeting their initial needs, improvement of their standard of living, 
and the realization of prosperity for them.

SCAD seeks to provide modern population data through studies, surveys and censuses, as well as future population 
projections, which are provided to government agencies, researchers, students and specialists in various social and 
economic fields. Population indicators contribute the following: 

• Develop population programs and policies.

• Follow up and evaluate population plans and programs.

• Know the size of workforce and new members of workforce.

• Recognize and meet needs, including the basic services, living conditions and public services (education, 
health, water and electric supply, wastewater, basic foods, transport, housing, etc.).

• Provide data for their users, including researchers, decision makers, planners, etc.

• Provide a renewable framework on which the state depends in updating plans and programs, and conducting 
statistical studies, research and surveys.
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Indicator Definition
Calculation 
 Mechanism

Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
population

Census population 
counting all usual 

residents regardless 
of legal status or 

citizenship

Sum of usual residents Number

1. Gender

2. Citizenship

3. Age group

4. Marital status

5. Small area of 
residence

6. Urban/rural

7. Region

Every  
5 years

Census

Total 
population 

estimate

Mid-year 
population 

estimates of all 
usual residents

Exponential 
interpolation between 
two adjacentend-year 
population estimates. 
End year population 

calculated using cohort 
component method

Number

1. Gender

2. Citizenship

3. Age group

4. Region

Annually
Population 
estimates 

and census

Population 
Sex Ratio

Gender ratio, 
expressed as 

males per 100 
females, from mid-

year population 
estimates of 

residents

(Total males divided by 
total females) multiplied 

by 100

Male 
per 100 
Females

Citizenship Annually
Population 
estimates 

and census

Percentage 
of citizen 

population

in Abu 
Dhabi 

Emirate

Percentage of total 
mid-year citizens 

population to 
total mid-year 
usual residents 

population

(Total citizens divided by 
total population) multiply 

by 100
Percentage - Annually

Population 
estimates 

and census

Population 
density

Total number of 
mid-year resident 

population divided 
by the land area in 
square kilometres

Persons estimates 
divided by land area in 

square kilometres

Person per 
one square 
kilometer 

area

Region Annually
Population 
estimates 

and census

Population 
growth rate

Average annual 
change of the 

population in a 
given period of 

time compounded 
annually

Average annual 
population growth rate 
compounded annually 

(CAGR) (compound 
annual growth rate) 

or population growth 
divided by number of 

years multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Citizenship

Annually
Population 
estimates 

and census
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Indicator Definition
Calculation 
 Mechanism

Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Projection 
of 

population

Mid-year future 
population 

projection of all 
usual residents

Cohort Component 
Method; where the 
fertility, mortality, 
and migration are 

forecasted separately 
for each birth cohort 

based on assumptions 
agreed with Abu Dhabi 

Government entities. 
The base population 

is advanced each year 
using forecasts of births, 
death, in-migration and 
out-migration. Births are 
calculated with female 

fertility rates, deaths with 
survival rates, inmigration 
with multiple regression, 

and out-migration 
with duration of stay 

probabilities.

Number

1. Age group

2. Citizenship

3. Region of 
residence

4. Gender

Annually
Population 
estimates 

and census

1-2  Vital statistics

Vital statistics are among the most important population and social statistics because they are used for many purposes. For 
example, population and social estimates are based on the number of births and deaths, as well as on net migration. They are 
important statistics that help with demographic analysis (life expectancy rates, fertility rates, different death rates) required 
in economic and social planning operations, which include trends of growth and population distribution. Data of births and 
deaths are use in general health activities, such as post-natal health care programs for mothers, infants, vaccination, and 
awareness programs for health and nutrition.

Vital records are an important, fundamental and direct source of vital statistics. They help to reveal the factors of population 
growth and change, especially births, deaths and migration, in addition to marriage and divorce data. They help to know 
population trends and their present and future evolution, which helps decision makers and policy makers to draw appropriate 
plans and programs.

SCAD officially collects and classifies the data recorded by HAAD and Judicial Department – Abu Dhabi, in order to calculate 
rates and indicators. This group of topics includes statistics on vital events as well as those that formally fall under fertility, 
mortality, and marriages and divorces, i.e.:

5. Data on births, stillbirths, deaths, marriages and divorces broken down using several characteristics such as age, gender, 
group of citizenship and region;

6. Different types of rates on the incidence of births, deaths (including perinatal, neonatal and infant deaths), marriages and 
divorces by mainly gender, group of citizenship and region;

7. Indicators computed under the ‘period approach’ such as age-specific rates, total fertility rate, life expectancy and average 
ages at occurrence of events by gender, group of citizenship and region.
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Vital statistics include the following topics: 

Birth Indicators: 

Birth and mortality rates are one of the features that distinguish communities from each other, due to the variation of factors 
and determinants of these communities. Child-bearing is a social behaviour which is determined and structured by a large 
number of factors, such as the nature of social systems that constitute the social structure, like customs, traditions, values, etc. 
All these determinants interact with each other to impact on the population’s demographic behaviour. Therefore, we observe 
the differences in birth rates according to the difference of these factors. The number of births is one of the inputs of the natural 
increase of population. It is an important factor in the calculation of population estimates. HAAD is the main source of birth 
data in the Emirate. The following is the descriptive information of the most important birth indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total Births

Total live births in a 
calendar year occurs 

when the baby shows 
evidence of life such as 
breathing or heartbeat

Total number of 
registered live-births

Number

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Citizenship

4. Mother's 
age group

Annually
Sample 
Survey

Sex Ratio at 
Birth

The number of male 
live-births per 100 
female live-births

Total number of males 
live-births divided 
by total number of 
females live-births 

multiply by 100

Males 
per 100 
females

1. Citizenship

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average 
age of 

mother at 
first birth

The average age of 
females who gave birth 

for the first time in a 
calendar year

Sum of first birth 
mothers' age divided 

by total number of first 
birth mothers

Year
1. Region

2. Citizenship
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

General 
Fertility 

Rate 

Percentage of total 
mid-year citizens 

population to total 
mid-year usual 

residents population

(Total Citizens divided 
by Total Population) 

multiply by 100
Percentage

1. Region

2. Citizenship
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Crude Birth 
Rate

The number of births 
per 1000 population

Total number of live 
births divided by total 
population multiply by 

1000

Births 
per 1000 
women

1. Region

2. Citizenship
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Age 
Specific 
Fertility 

Rate

The age-specific 
fertility rate measures 

the annual number 
of registered births to 
women of a specified 
age or age group per 
1000 women in that 

age group

Total number of live 
births to women in a 
particular age group 

divided by the number 
of person-years lived 

by women in the same 
age group, multiplied 
by 1000 in a calendar 

year

Births 
per 1000 
women

1. Region

2. Citizenship
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
Fertility 

Rate

The average number 
of children a woman 
would bear over the 

course of her lifetime, 
if current age-specific 

fertility rates remained 
constant throughout 

her childbearing years

Sum of Age Specific 
Fertility Rates 

multiplied by the age 
group width (5 years)

Number
1. Region

2. Citizenship
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Death Indicators: 

Death rates are one of the important population statistics. They reflect the level of development and achievements in the field 
of health, education, food and other basic determinants of mortality level. With the growing medical progress, for example, and 
the increasing spending capacity for health and its requisites, like medicines, vaccines, doctors, hospitals, etc., it is expected 
that the factors that cause death will become weaker and death rates will clearly become lower. This explains the obvious 
differences in the levels of mortality between the various world countries. Health Authority – Abu Dhabi (HAAD) is the main 
source of death data in the Emirate. The following are the descriptive data of the most important death indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Under 
5 years 

mortality

The number of death 
incidents of children 
under the age of five 
during a specific year

Total number of 
children deaths (aged 0 

to 5 years)
Number

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Administrative

Records

Total infant 
mortality

The number of deaths 
of children under 1 
year (age less than 

12 months) during a 
certain year

Number of Infants 
deaths (age less than 
12 months) during a 
certain calendar year

Number

1. Gender

2. Citizenship

3. Region

Annually
Administrative 

Records

Under 5 
mortality 

rate

The number of death 
incidents of children 
under the age of five 
during a certain year 
per 1000 live-births 

within the same year

Total number of deaths 
of children (less than 5 
years) divided by total 
live-births multiply by 

1000

Deaths per 
1000 live 

births

1. Gender

2. Citizenship

3. Region

Annually
Administrative 

Records



Statistical Indicators Guide

12

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
deaths

Total number of death 
incidents in a specific 
calendar year: death 
incident is "the state 
of permanent stop of 
all aspects of life of an 
individual at any time 
after birth including 

psychosis, cardiac 
arrest, respiratory 
arrest, response 

arrest" This definition 
is related to the live-
birth and excludes 

the category of 
stillbirth and all other 
cases of fetus loss, i e 

spontaneous abortion 
and induced abortion

Total number of deaths Number

1. Age group

2. Region

3. Gender

4. Citizenship 

Annually
Administrative 

Records

Crude 
death rate

The number of death 
incidents during a 

specific calendar year 
per 1000 mid-year 
population of the 

same year

Total number of death 
incidents divided 
by Total mid-year 

population of the same 
year multiply by 1000.

Death 
per 1000 

population

1. Region

2. Citizenship

3. Gender 

Annually
Administrative 

Records

Total 
stillbirths

The number of still 
births in a specific 
calendar year: still 

births are defined as 
fetal death after 24 
weeks of gestation

Total number of still 
births (24 weeks of 

gestation)
Number

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship 

Annually
Administrative

Records

Stillbirth 
ratio

The number of 
stillbirths in a specific 

calendar year per 
1000 live-births 

within the same year

Total number of still 
births divided by total 
number of live- births 

multiply by 1000

Death 
per 1000 

population

1. Gender

2. Citizenship

3. Region 

Annually
Administrative 

Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Age

specific 
mortality 

rate

The number of death 
incidents by age 

group during in a 
specific calendar year 

per 1000 mid-year 
population at the 

same year

Total number of death 
incidents in a specific 

age (age group) in 
a specific calendar 

year divided by total 
mid-year population 
of the same age (age 

group) in the same year 
multiply by 1000.

Death 
per 1000 

population

1. Citizenship

2. Age group 
Annually

Administrative 
Records

Neonatal 
mortality 

rate

The number of infants 
death incidents aged 

28 days or less in a 
specific calendar year 
per 1000 live-births

Total number of death 
incidents of infants 
aged 28 days or less 
in a specific calendar 
year divided by total 
number of live-births 

of the same year 
multiply by 1000.

Infants 
death per 
1000 live 

births

- Annually
Administrative 

Records

Total 
neonatal 

deaths

The number of death 
incidents of infants 
aged 28 days or less

Total number of death 
incidents of infants 

aged 28 days or less in 
a specific calendar year.

Number - Annually
Administrative 

Records

Infant

mortality 
rate (less 
than one 

year) (IMR)

The number of 
death incidents of 

infants per 1000 live-
births in a specific 

calendar year before 
completing the first 

year of life

Total number of death 
incidents of infants 
aged less than one 

year divided by total 
number of live-births 

multiply by 1000.

Infants 
death per 
1000 live 

births

- Annually
Administrative 

Records

Probability 
of surviving 

between 
age 15 

years and 
60 years

Probability of 
surviving between 
the ages of 15 and 
60, percentage of 

the 15-year-old 
population who are 
expected not to die 
before their sixtieth 

birthday

In the hypothetical life 
table population, the 
number of individuals 

exactly age 60 (l60) 
divided by the number 
of individuals exactly 
age 15 (l15). The life 
table is calculated 
using the MortPak 
Software Package.

Probability
1. Gender

2. Citizenship
Annually

Derived

(Mathematical

Calculation)



Statistical Indicators Guide

14

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Probability 
of

surviving 
to age 65 

years

Proportion of the 
cohort that has 

survived to age 65

In the hypothetical life 
tables the number of 

individuals exactly age 
65 (l65) divided by the 
number of individuals 

exactly age 0 (l0), 
which is the original 

hypothetical birth 
cohort in a period life 
table. The life table is 
calculated using the 

MortPak Software 
Package.

Probability
1. Gender

2. Citizenship
Annually

Derived

(Mathematical

Calculation)

Life

expectancy 
at birth

The average number 
of years to be lived 

by a new born baby 
if he/she experiences 
throughout his/her 
life the set of age-
specific mortality 

rates observed in a 
certain time period

The total life-years lived 
by all persons dying 
at different age (T0) 

divided by the original 
hypothetical birth 

cohort in a period life 
table (l0). The life table 

is calculated using 
the MortPak Software 

Package.

Year

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually

Derived

(Mathematical

Calculation)

Marriage Indicators: 

Marriage is a demographic phenomenon which has a significant impact on social and economic features of the population. It 
impacts on fertility indicators, which is one of the key population indicators. To know the marital condition of the population, 
we need first to know the various marriage and divorce rates and their change from time to time. Marriage and divorce statistics 
aim to provide data about the number of marriages and divorces annually and measure their rates. They also seek to obtain 
age data at the first marriage and measure this phenomenon every year, along with the duration of married life. These are all 
associated with pregnancy and childbearing. Thus they influence age and gender structure of population and population 
growth. These statistics also help to estimate the number of newly formed families in the community which are needed for 
estimation of the total number of families every year pending the performance of the general population census.

Marriage is a general social system which represents a social and religious institution that exists in all societies in accordance 
with multiple forms and functions. Within its framework, the family is formed, followed by productivity and childbearing. This 
system (marriage) is governed by Sharia, laws, customs, traditions and common practices in the UAE, whose difference often 
challenges international comparisons of the population’s marital status and other indicators related to marriage and divorce. 
Marriage is performed by a wedding contract which entails rights and duties to be met by both spouses, in accordance with 
the laws that regulate this relationship with its various forms in the different countries and communities. The following is 
descriptive information about marriage indicators:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
marriages

Number of marriage 
contracts registered 
legally in one of Abu 

Dhabi Emirate courts in 
the calendar year

Number of marriage 
contracts registered 
legally in one of Abu 

Dhabi Emirate courts in 
the calendar year.

Number

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Median 
age at first 
marriage

The median age at first 
marriage is a measure 

of the age at which 
individuals enter a 

marriage union for the 
first time This statistic 

represents the age below 
which and above which 

half of the population has 
married for the first time

The median age of the 
husband and wife at first 

marriage
Year

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Crude 
marriage 

rate

The number of marriages 
(and not the number 

of married couples) per 
1000 midyear population 

during that year

(Number of marriages 
during the year divided 

by estimated population 
in the mid of that year)

multiply by 1000

Marriages 
per 1000 

population

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Refined 
marriage 
rate for 
Citizens

Number of marriages for 
citizens (not the number 

of married people) to 
every 1000 persons of 
unmarried population 
(those who had never 

married yet, widows and 
divorced) who are 15 
years old and above.

(Number of marriages 
during the year divided 

by estimated population 
who have never been 

married or who are 
divorced or widowed 

aged 15 year and above 
in the middle of that 

year) multiply by 1000

Marriages 
per 1000 

population

1. Region

2. Gender
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

General 
marriage 

rate

The number of marriages 
(not the number of 

married population) per 
1000 population aged 15 
years and above in that 
region in the specified 

year of time

(Number of marriages 
during the year divided 

by estimated population 
in the mid of that year 

aged 15 years and over) 
multiply by 1000

Marriages 
per 1000 

population

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Divorce Indicators:

The importance of divorce is due to its impact on the community in general. Divorce is not only a social problem, but it is also a 
psychological problem that affects children and parents. It is one of the serious problems that threaten women’s psychological 
health. These statistics help to develop programs in the field of family guidance. The main source of divorce statistics is the 
Judicial Department. The following is the descriptive information about the most important divorce indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total

divorces

Number of divorce cases 
registered legally in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate courts in 

the calendar year

Total number of 
divorces

Number

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Crude

divorce rate

The number of divorces 
(and not the number of 
divorced couples) per 

1000 population in that 
region/country in the 

specified year/period of 
time 

(Number of divorces 
during the year 

divided by estimated 
population in the mid 
of that year) multiply 

by 1000

Divorces 
per 1000 

population

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Refined

divorce rate 
for citizens

The number of citizen 
divorces (and not the 
number of divorced 

couples) per 1000 citizen 
married population aged 

15 and above

Number of divorce 
cases for citizens 

during a year divided 
by estimated mid-
year population of 

that year aged 15 and 
above who are married 

multiply by 1000

Divorces 
per 1000 

population

1. Region

2. Gender
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

General 
divorce rate

The total number of 
divorce cases per 1000 

mid year population 
aged 15 years and above

Number of divorces 
during the year divided 
by mid-year estimated 

population aged 15 
years and above of that 
year multiply by 1000

Divorces 
per 1000 

population

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Duration of 
marriage

The interval of time 
between the day, month 
and year of marriage to 
the day, month and year 
of divorce It is expressed 

in years

Subtract date of 
marriage from date of 
divorce and presented 

in year format

Year
1. Region

2. Gender
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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1-3  Migration

Migration statistics include the following data which SCAD includes as part of demographic statistics, by using and integrating 
the data registered in the UAE ministries into a series of data derived from the questions included in the workforce survey. 
These data are as follows:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Net 
migration

The difference between 
immigration to and 

emigration from Abu 
Dhabi emirate during 

the year (net migration is 
therefore negative when 
the number of emigrants 

exceeds the number of 
immigrants)

The difference 
between immigration 

and emigration for 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 

during the year

Number

1. Age group

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Population 
estimates 

and census

Total 
arrivals

Total number of persons 
who arrive to Abu 

Dhabi Emirate through 
Immigration control 

points

Total arrivals as per 
administrative register

Number

1. Border  
crossing

2. Age group

3. Gender

4. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
departures

Total number of persons 
who depart from Abu 

Dhabi Emirate through 
Immigration control 

points

Total departures as per 
administrative register

Number

1. Border 
crossing

2. Age group

3. Gender

4. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
number of 

visa

Total number of 
residential visas issued by 

Abu Dhabi Emirate

Total visas as per 
administrative register

Number

1. Status of 
visa

2. Type of 
visa

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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2 |  Labour Force Indicators
 The Labour force is of fundamental importance to the community. Its data provide information about employees, unemployed 
and jobseekers, as well as their characteristics, such as age, academic qualification, profession, economic activity, rate of 
contribution, rate of sustenance, etc., in various economic and social sectors and activities in the Emirate which help effectively 
to realize economic and social development.

In the Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD), labour force data have so far been obtained from censuses and sample surveys. 
Census data provide the numbers of those working or unemployed and out of workforce as per professional and economic 
activity. Labour force surveys and census data provide detailed and accurate information on the workforce and their various 
characteristics, as mentioned above. 

 It is worth mentioning that all workforce statistical data are derived originally from earlier census data starting from 1975 up to 
the last census in 2011, along with workforce surveys that were carried out in 2008 and 2009. The first survey of the workforce 
was performed by SCAD in November 2012, after which surveys were performed at the same time every year. 

The importance of workforce data collected periodically by SCAD lies in the urgent need to know the characteristics of the 
workforce, including the employed and unemployed and those outside the workforce. These characteristics change quickly 
reflecting broader change in the economic and social characteristics of the population. This change requires periodic 
measurement of the size and characteristics of workforce available in Abu Dhabi in order to make the necessary policies and 
plans for development. This includes aims to create new jobs appropriate to the change in the labour market. As such, the 
statistics resulting from the workforce surveys constitute an essential part of the Emirate’s strategic plans on which economic 
and social programs are based.

2-1  Labour Force Structure

Here is the descriptive information about the key workforce composition indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
labour 
force 

estimated

All persons above a 
specified age (15 years 
and above) who were 

employed or unemployed 
during a short reference 

period (one week).

Total number of 
employed plus 
total number of 

unemployed

Number

1. Age group

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Marital 
status

Annually
Sample

Survey

Crude

activity 
rate

Percentage of labour 
force (economically active 

persons) to the total 
population.

(Total number of 
labour force divided 
by total number of 

population) multiply by 
100%

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Marital 
status

6. Education 
attainment 

Annually
Sample

Survey
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Refined 
activity 

rate

Percentage of labour 
force (economically 

active persons) to the 
population aged (15 years 

and above).

Total number of labour 
force divided by total 
number of population 

aged 15 years and 
above multiply by 

100%

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Education 
attainment 

Annually
Sample

Survey

2-2  Employment

Labour force statistics are an essential requirement for policy making, and social and economic planning. They are one of 
the statistical areas that concern governments and international and regional organizations in view of the importance of the 
human element for planning and executing development process. Without the data about the current situation, analysis of 
existing conditions, and identification of strengths and weaknesses, future planning and making strategies based on numbers 
will be difficult.

The development of the labour market has become a key mainstay for development of plans, programs and policies that 
achieve development and effective community building, and also support decision making and policy making in relation to 
labour issues. This includes recruitment of a non-citizen labour force by providing statistics according to the characteristics of 
labourers and their geographic distribution in the regions of the Emirate, especially in the light of the rapid changes witnessed 
by the Emirate. The following is the most important descriptive information of the key indicators.

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
employed 
estimates

All persons aged 15 years 
and above who during the 
reference week performed 
work - even if just for one 

hour a week - for pay, profit 
or family gain. Alternatively, 
the person was not at work, 

but had a job or business 
from which he or she was 
temporarily absent due to

1. Shift work 

2. Paid leave or work break 
/ National Service

3. Paid sick leave

4. Any other paid leave, eg. 
maternity leave, study 
leave, accompanying a 
sick family member.

5. Unpaid leave.

Total number of 
labour force minus 

total number 
of unemployed 

persons

Number

1. Age group

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Marital 
status 

6. Education 
attainment 

7. Occupation 

8. Economic 
activity

9. Sector

Annually
Sample 
Survey
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Employment 
rate

Percentage of employed 
persons to the labour 

force (economically active 
people).

(Total number of 
employed persons 

divided by total 
number of labour 
force) multiply by 

100 %

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Education 
attainment 

6. Marital 
status

Annually
Sample

Survey

Employment 
to 

population 
ratio

Percentage of employed 
persons to the population 
aged (15 years and above).

Employment to 
population ratio 
= (total number 

of employed 
person divided by 

total number of 
population aged 

(15 years and 
above)) multiply by 

100%

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

4. Region

Annually
Sample

Survey

2-3  Unemployment

Labour is one of the most important elements of production, since it is the primary ingredient that controls the production 
process. Therefore, the labour force assumes special importance for economic and social development, because man is the 
target and tool of development. Therefore, development aims to satisfy his physical, psychological and moral needs by providing 
employment opportunities that are in harmony with his desires, inclinations, capabilities and skills, as suits development plans.

Unemployment is one of the foremost issues that have economic and social implications. Therefore its indicators are critical 
for future planning for the labour force, including connecting education output with labour market requirements. Here is 
descriptive information for the key unemployment indicators: 

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total employed  
estimates

Total unemployed estimates: 
is defined as all persons who 
are:

1. Aged 15 years and above 
without work during the 
reference week;

2. Available to start work 
within the next four weeks 
(or have already found a 
job and will start it soon);

3. Actively seeking work 
during the last four weeks.

Total number 
of labour 

force minus 
total number 
of employed 

persons

Number

1. Age group

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Education 
attainment 

6. Marital status

7. Previous 
working 
status (ever 
work, never 
work)

Annually
Sample

Survey
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Unemployment 
rate

Total unemployed persons 
to the labour force 

(economically active people).

(Total 
number of 

unemployed 
persons 

divided by 
total number 

of labour force 
(employed + 

unemployed)) 
multiply by 

100%

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Marital status

6. Education 
attainment

Annually
Sample

Survey

2-4  The Population out of the Labour Force (inactive)

The data on the population out of the labour force cover all persons, namely those (15 years old and above) who do not work 
or look for jobs, like students, patients, the handicapped, full time housewives, retired people or those who are not available for 
work during the benchmark period.

The importance of providing population statistics for those who are outside the labour force and dependency rates lies in 
the fact that they are a critical requirement for the success of development plans and programs and the development of 
policies that help to take maximum advantage of the community’s human resources, in view of the information provided by 
those data about the characteristics of persons outside the labour force and the potential change of people’s status relative to 
employed people. An example is the case of students after their graduation. The following is the descriptive information of the 
key population indicators outside labour force:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
population 

outside 
labour force

Total number of 
population (15 years or 
above) who are outside 

labour force such as: 
students, house wifes, sick 
people, disabled, retired, 

during the reference 
period (one week)

Total number of 
population (15 years 

and above) minus 
(labour force)

Number

1. Gender 

2. Citizenship

3. Age group

4. Reason 
for not 
wanting or 
looking for 
work

5. Region

Annually
Sample 
Survey

Age 
dependency 

ratio

Ratio of population 
outside Labour Force 
((aged (0-14 years) + 

elderly persons (65 years 
and above) to the working-

age population (15-64 
years old).

Total number of persons 
(aged (0-14) plus 

persons (65 or above) 
divided by total number 

of persons (15-64)

Ratio
1. Gender

2. Citizenship
Annually

Sample 
Survey
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Old-age 
dependency 

ratio

Ratio of number of elderly 
persons (65 years and 

above) to the working-age 
population (15-64 years 

old).

Old-age dependency 
ratio = total number of 
old persons (age >= 65) 
divided by total number 
of persons (15-64) years

Ratio
1. Citizenship

2. Gender 
Annually

Sample 
Survey

Young-age 
dependency 

ratio

Ratio of number of 
children (0 - 14 years 

old) to the working-age 
persons ((15-64) years old).

Young-age dependency 
ratio = total number 

of young persons (less 
than 15 years) divided 

by total number of 
person (15-64) years

Ratio
1. Gender

2. Citizenship
Annually

Sample 
Survey

Economic 
dependency 

ratio

Ratio of total population 
outside labour force (total 
population-labour force) 
to total number of labour 

force (economically active)

Economic dependency 
ratio = ((total number of 
population minus total 
number of labour force) 
divided by total number 

of labour force)

Ratio
1. Gender

2. Citizenship
Annually

Sample 
Survey

Total 
number of 
potential 

labour force

Total persons (15 years and 
above) who during the 

reference period (4 weeks 
preceding the interview 
date)searched for work, 

but not available + those 
who during the reference 

period didn't search for 
work but available

Total population (15 
years and above) who 
searched for work, but 
not available+ those 
who didn't search for 

work and available

Number
1. Gender

2. Citizenship
Annually

Sample 
Survey
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3 |  Social Indicators
3-1  Education

Education statistics are crucial for providing quantitative information on the educational status of the population and the 
effectiveness of educational activities in the country, and to design, implement, monitor and evaluate education policies. 
These statistics are used to assess the capacity of the education system to implement the national education program and to 
ensure adequate planning of further development of the education sector. Education statistics are also used to characterise, 
in quantitative terms, the providers and beneficiaries of education services, to identify policy issues and to measure learning 
outcomes for individuals. They also provide valuable information to international partners on the performance of the national 
education system for the purpose of drafting international conventions. 

The measurement of progress towards the objectives set at the national level for the education sector requires a range of 
comparable statistics on literacy, enrolment in education and training, numbers of graduates and teachers, language learning, 
student and researcher mobility, educational expenditure, as well as data on educational attainment and adult learning. 
Education statistics also cover human capital, physical infrastructure and financial resources devoted to public and private 
educational activities.

Analysing the performance of the education system requires the production of good quality and relevant indicators 
in terms of input, process, output and outcome.

• Input indicators measure the human and financial resources devoted to achieving the objectives assigned to 
the education system.

• Process indicators measure the process in which educational services are provided and facilities are managed. 

• Output indicators measure the number of pupils graduating from the education system, and the efficiency of 
the teaching and learning achievements. 

• Outcome indicators measure the broader results achieved through the provision of education services. These 
indicators can exist at various levels: population, institutions, and programmes. 

One of the priorities of the Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030 is to ensure that the social and human resources development of 
the country takes place by increasing the national workforce participation and employability. According to the Policy Agenda 
2007-2008, social and human development represents the pre-eminent objective and driving motivation behind all policies 
and initiatives. Ensuring that high quality education and health services are available to residents is therefore of the highest 
priority.

The country has prioritised universal high quality education for its citizens by striving to reach universal enrolment in the 
primary and secondary education system. Abu Dhabi therefore recognises the opportunity to increase the effectiveness of 
its workforce by bringing more nationals into the job market - a process that is crucial to the future economic security of the 
Emirate.

SCAD ensures that official statistics of Abu Dhabi are collected, produced, analysed and disseminated and that they are in 
line with the Emirate’s development programmes. To do so, statistical needs are identified and statistical business plans are 
prepared to provide users, mainly decision-makers, with the appropriate information to enable them to develop new plans, 
strategies and policies. SCAD is committed to coordinating and collaborating with other entities and plays a pivotal role with 
key stakeholders, namely the Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC). Education statistics produced and disseminated by SCAD 
allow for the achievement of the objectives and priorities mentioned above to be assessed.

Education statistics play a fundamental role in reflecting future policies and aspirations to achieve development goals in society. 
They include the data of public and private education, technical education and higher education. They contain the number 
of educational institutions, including schools, universities, students, classrooms, teachers, administrators, academicians, 
graduates and students of foreign scholarships.
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Education statistics enable the complete understanding of the educational system and problems and challenges that face the 
community, and play an important and prominent role in human development indicators:

• Provide proper and reliable statistical data and information for officials in charge of education, researchers and interested 
persons.

• Formulate, monitor and develop education policies based on facts.

• Provide the requirements of future plans for decision makers and government agencies to study the community’s needs 
of schools, universities and educational institutes.

• Education statistics help to understand the educational situation of individuals and population groups in society. The 
following is the descriptive information of the key education indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total schools

Total number of 
government and 

private schools that 
providing education.

Sum of total 
government and 
private schools

Number

1. Education 
level

2. Education 
sector

3. Region

4. Private 
school by  
curriculum

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
classrooms

Total number of 
classrooms in 

government and 
private schools.

Sum of total 
government and 

private classrooms
Number

1. Region

2. Education 
sector

3. Education 
stage

4. Gender

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average class 
size

Average classroom 
size in the 

government and 
private education

Total number of  
government and 

private pupils divided 
by total number of 
government and 

private classrooms

Pupil per 
Class

1. Education 
stage

2. Grade

3. Gender

4. Education 
sector

5. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total adult 
education 

centres

Total number of 
adult centers and 

family development 
foundation

Sum of total adult 
centers and family 

development 
foundation

Number 
1. Region

2. Center type
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total tertiary 
institutions 

Total number of 
tertiary institutions 

Total tertiary 
institutions 

Number 

1. Type

2. Education 
sector

3. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total teachers
Total number of 

teachers

Total number of 
government and 
private teachers

Number 

1. Education 
stage

2. Region

3. Gender

4. Citizenship

5. Education 
sector

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Pupil teacher 
ratio

Number of pupils per 
teacher

Total number of 
government and 

private pupils divided 
by total number of 
government and 
private teachers

Pupil per 
teacher

1. Gender

2. Education 
stage

3. Region

4. Education 
sector

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total teachers 
in adult 
centres

Total number of 
teachers in adult 

centers and family 
development 

foundation 

Total number of 
teachers in adult 

centers and family 
development 

foundation

Number Gender Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
lecturers 
- higher 

education

Total number of 
lecturers in higher 

education

Total number of 
lecturers in higher 

education
Number 

1. Gender

2. Academic 
rank

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total teachers 
in institute 
of applied 

technology

Total number of 
teachers in institute of 

applied technology

Total number of 
teachers in institute of 

applied technology
Number 

1. Region

2. Citizenship

3. Gender

4. Educational 
attainment

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total pupils
Total number of 
pupils currently 

enrolled in education

Total number of 
government and 

private pupils
Number 

1. Education 
stage

2. Gender

3. Education 
sector

4. Grade

5. Age

6. Region

7. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Pupil gender 
ratio

Ratio of female pupils 
to male pupils

Total number of 
females pupils in 
government and 

private schools divided 
by total number 

of males pupils in 
government and 

private schools*100

 Females 
pupils per 
100 males 

pupils

1. Education 
stage

2. Education 
sector

3. Region

4. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Pupils - 
percentage 
in private 
schools 

Percentage of pupils 
enrolled in private 
education to total 

pupils

(Total number of 
pupils enrolled in 

private education / 
total number of pupils 

in government and 
private education) 

multiply by 100

percentage Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Pupils - ratio 
of national to 
non-national 

pupils

Ratio of citizens 
pupils to non-citizens 

pupils

(Total number of 
government and 

private citizens pupils 
divided by total 

number of government 
and private non-

citizens pupils) multiply 
by 100

Citizen 
pupils per 
100 non-

citizen 
pupils

1. Region

2. Education 
stage

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
pupils with 

disability

Total number of 
pupils with hearing, 

visual, physical 
or cognitive 

disability enrolled 
in government and 

private schools 

Total number of 
government and 

private pupils with 
hearing, visual, physical 

or cognitive disability 
enrolled in schools

Number 

1. Region

2. Disabilities 
type

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Gross 
enrollment 

ratio

Ratio of pupils 
enrolled in education 
(regardless of age) to 
the population aged 

(4-17)

(Total number of 
government and 

private schools pupils 
divided by population 
aged (4-17))multiply 

by100

Ratio

1. Education 
stage

2. Gender

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Net 
enrollment 

ratio

Ratio of pupils 
enrolled in education 

of the official age-
group (4-17) to the 

population aged 
(4-17) 

(Total number of 
government and 

private schools pupils 
age (4-17) divided by 
population of the age 
(4-17))multiply by 100

Ratio

1. Education 
stage

2. Gender

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Age 
participation 

rate in 
education

Percentage of pupils 
currently enrolled in 

education by age 

(Total number of 
government and 

private schools pupils 
age (4-17) divided by 
population of the age 
(4-17)) multiplied by 

100

Percentage
1. Gender

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Completion 
rate of 

secondary 
education 

Percentage of pupils 
who have completed 

their secondary 
education 

(Total number of 
government and 

private secondary 
graduates divided by 
population aged (17)) 

multiply by 100

Percentage Gender Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total number 
of pupils in 

adult centers 
and family 

development 
foundation

Total number of 
pupils in adult 

centers and family 
development 

foundation

Total number of pupils 
in adult centers and 
family development 

foundation

Number 

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Stage

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
students 
in higher 

education

Total number of 
students in higher 

education

Total number of 
students in higher 

education
Number

1. Level

2. Specialization

3. Age

4. Gender

5. Citizenship

6. Education 
sector

7. Region

8. Region of 
study

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Gross 
enrolment 

rate in higher 
education

Ratio of pupils 
enrolled in higher 

education to the total 
population of the 

age corresponds to 
tertiary education

(Total number of pupils 
in higher education 

divided by the 
population of the age 
which corresponds to 

tertiary education) 

Percentage Gender Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Net 
enrolment 

ratio - higher 
education

Ratio of pupils 
enrolled in higher 
education (of the 
age group which 
corresponds to 

tertiary education) 
to the population 
of the age which 
corresponds to 

tertiary education

(Total number of pupils 
enrolled in higher 

education divided by 
the total population 

of the age which 
corresponds to tertiary 
education) multiply by 

100

Percentage Gender Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
students 

in institute 
of applied 

technology

Total number of 
students in institute 

of applied technology

Total number of 
students in institute of 

applied technology
Number 

1. Region

2. Gender

3. Field of 
Study

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Illiteracy rate

Total population aged 
10 years and more 
who are illiterate to 
the total number of 
population aged 10 

years and above

Total number of 
population aged 10 

years and above who 
are illiterate divided 
by the total number 

of population aged 10 
and above) multiply by 

100%

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

4. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Literacy rate

Total population 
aged 10 years and 

more who can read 
and write a short, 

simple statement on 
their everyday life 

to the total number 
of population aged 

10and above

Total number of 
population aged 10 
years and more who 
can read and write a 

short, simple statement 
on their everyday life 
divided by the total 

number of population 
aged 10 and above) 

multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

4. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Repetition 
rate of grade

Repetition rate of 
grade

(Total number 
of repeaters in 

government and 
private education 

divided by the total 
number of pupils 

in government and 
private enrolled in the 
previous school year)

Ratio

1. Gender

2. Education 
sector

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Grade

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Progression 
rate to 

secondary 
education 

stage

Progression rate to 
secondary education 

stage

(Total number of 
government and 

private schools pupils 
in grade 10 in current 
year divided by total 

number of government 
and private schools 

pupils in grade 9 in the 
previous school year 

multiply by 100%

Percentage Gender Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Drop out rate

Number of pupils 
who are no longer 

enrolled in a specific 
grade in a specific 

year to the total 
number of pupils 

enrolled in the same 
grade in previous year 

(Total number of drop 
out pupils in a given 
school year divided 
by total number of 

pupils enrolled in the 
previous year) multiply 

by 100%

Percentage

1. Grade

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

4. Region

5. Education 
sector

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
educational 
attainment

Total number of 
population aged 

10 years and more 
by educational 

attainment

Total population aged 
10 years and more by 

educational attainment 
from census or 

household surveys

Student

1. Age

2. Gender

3. Citizenship

Annually
Sample 
Survey

Total 
graduates

Total number of 
students completing 
their degree (tertiary 

education)

Total number of 
pupils completing 

their degree in higher 
education

Number 

1. Gender

2. Citizenship

3. Sector

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
postgraduate 

students

Total number of 
students completing 

their postgraduate 
degree

Total number of pupils 
completing their 

postgraduate degree or 
total number of people 

completing their 
postgraduate degree 
from admin or census

Number 

1. Gender

2. Field of study

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total Ph.D. 
students

Total number of 
students completing 

their Ph.D. degree 

Total number of pupils 
completing their Ph.D. 

Degree or total number 
of people completing 

their Ph.D. Degree from 
admin or census

Number 

1. Gender

2. Field of study

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
graduates 
in institute 
of applied 

technology

Total number of 
students in institute 

of applied technology 
that completing their 

degree 

Total number of pupils 
completing their 

degree in institute of 
applied technology

Number 
1. Region

2. Gender
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

3-2  Health

Health statistics are one of the most important social statistics. They provide information, data and indicators about the health 
status of the population and the density of death occurrence among the different age groups, and according to sex, geographic 
region, and other social and economic features, as well as incidence of infectious and non-infectious diseases, and the rate of 
vaccination of children as suits their different ages.

These statistics help to pursue and evaluate the different health policies and programs in the fields of therapeutic and preventive 
medicine and develop, implement and pursue the appropriate procedures of medical and social policy. 

Health statistics mainly make it possible to:

• Analyse public health;

• Identify and quantify health care activities and resources and the causes of death that are targeted by policies;

• Evaluate the outcome of health policies;

• Evaluate health expenditure to be distributed between regions and assess the output; 

• Inform social policies on the links between health care and social structures;

• Inform public health education on individual behaviour in response to specific diseases;

• Provide early warning systems and support emergency response in case of epidemics;

• Provide information on vital statistics (birth and death data) systems;

• Perform international comparisons through the Millennium Development Goals indicators;

• Develop and follow up sector health programmes.

Premium education, health care and infrastructure assets is one of the nine pillars identified by the Government of Abu Dhabi in 
The Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030 that are aimed at providing the architecture of the Emirate’s social, political and economic 
future. In addition, high quality health services and education are of the highest priority in the Policy Agenda.

Relevant and accurate social statistics and health statistics allow the Government to closely monitor the social implications of 
development, in particular the population boom observed in Abu Dhabi during the last two decades, which correlates with 
high birth rates, improved health and immigration factors.

The following is the descriptive information of the key indicators:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total hospitals
Number of 

hospitals in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Total number of hospitals 
in a specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total health 
centers

Number of health 
centers (public/
private) in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Total number of health 
centers in a specific year in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total clinics

Number of clinics 
(public/private) 

in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

Total number of clinics in a 
specific year in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
pharmacies

Number of 
pharmacies in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Total number of 
pharmacies in a specific 

year in Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total hospital 
beds

Number of 
hospital beds 
in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of hospital 
beds in a specific year in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Rate of hospital 
beds per 10,000 

population

The rate of 
hospitals beds 
in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate per 10,000 
population

Total number of hospital 
beds in a specific year per 
divided by total mid year 
population in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate multiplied by 
10.000 

Bed per 
10,000 

population

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total physicians
Number of 

physicians in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Total number of physicians 
in a specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage of 
physicians by 

sector

Percentage of 
physicians in 

sector to total 
physicians

Total number of physicians 
in health sector in a 

specific year divided by 
total physicians multiply 

by 100 %

Percentage
1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Physicians rate 
per 10,000 
population

Number of 
physicians per 

10,000 population

Total number of physicians 
in a specific year divided 
by mid year population 

of that year in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate multiply by 10,000

Physician 
per 10,000 
population

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total nurses and 
midwifes 

Number of nurses 
and midwifes 
in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of registered 
nurses and midwifes in a 

specific year 
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Nurses and 
midwifes rate 

per 10,000 
population

The rate of nurses 
and midwifes 
per 10,000 per 

population

Total number of nurses 
and midwifes in a specific 
year divided by mid year 
population of that year 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate 

multiply by 10,000

Rate Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of dentists by 

sector

Percentage of 
dentists by sector 
to total dentists

Number of dentists in 
sector to total dentists * 

100
Percentage

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Dentists rate 
per 10,000 
population

Number of 
dentists per 

10,000 population

Total number of dentists 
in a specific year divided 
by mid year population 

of that year in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate multiply by 10,000

Dentists 
per 10,000 
population

Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
pharmacists

Total number 
of pharmacists 
in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of 
pharmacists in a specific 

year in Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percent 
pharmacists by 

sector

Percentage of 
pharmacists in 

specific sector to 
total pharmacists 

in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate 

Total number of 
pharmacists by sector to 

all pharmacists in Abu 
Dhabi multiplied by 100%

Percentage
1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Pharmacists 
rate per 10,000 

population

Number of 
pharmacists per 

10,000 population

Total number of 
pharmacists in a specific 
year divided by mid year 
population of that year 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate 

multiply by 10,000

Pharmacists 
per 10,000 
population

Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
distribution of 

health insurance 
cards

Percentage 
distribution health 

insurance cards 
by the type of 

insurance

Total number of specific 
insurance cards in a 

specific year divided by 
total number of health 
insurance in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate multiply by 100%

Percentage
Type of 

insurance
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Percentage of 
low birth weight

Percentage live 
births weighing 
less than 2,500 

grams

Total number of live births 
weighing less than 2,500 
grams in a specific year 

divided by total number 
of live births in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percent of under 
5 years who 

have low weight

Percentage of 
children under 
5 years who are 
categorized to 

have low weight

Total number of children 
under 5 years old who are 
below minus two standard 

deviations (-2 SD) from 
median weight for age of 
Abu Dhabi population in 
a specific year divided by 
Total number of children 
under 5 years old in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate multiply by 
100%

Percentage

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Citizenship

Irregular
Sample 
Survey

Percent of 
stunting under 5 

years children 

Percent of 
stunting children 

under 5 years

Total number of children 
below minus two standard 

deviation (-2SD) of the 
average height of children 
under 5 age of Abu Dhabi 

population divided by 
total children under 5 
years old in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Citizenship

Irregular
Sample 
Survey

Percentage of 
undernourished 

population

Percentage of 
undernourished 

population 

The percent of persons 
with level of food intake 

insufficient to meet dietary 
energy requirements in 
a specific year divided 

by mid year population 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate 

multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Gender

2. Age group

3. Citizenship

4. Region

Irregular
Sample 
Survey

Obesity rate
Rate of obesity 
for Abu Dhabi 

population 

The rate of (obese) persons 
with Body Mass Index 
(BMI) higher than 30.0 

in a specific year divided 
by mid year population 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate 

multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Gender

2. Age group

3. Citizenship

4. Region

Irregular
Sample 
Survey
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
deaths by cause 

of death

Number of deaths 
by cause of death 

in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

Total number of deaths by 
cause of death in a specific 
year in Abu Dhabi Emirate

Number

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Death rate by 
cause of death

Number of deaths 
by cause of death 

per 100,000 
population in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Total number of deaths by 
cause of death during a 

specified year divided by 
total mid year population 

in Abu Dhabi Emirate 
multiplied by 100.000

Death per 
100,000 

population

1. Gender

2. Age group

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Cancer deaths 
rate per 100,000 

population

The Rate of 
cancer deaths 

per 100,000 
population

Total number of cancer 
deaths during a specified 
year divided by total mid 
year population in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate multiplied 
by 100.000

Death per 
100,000 

population

1. Gender

2. Citizenship
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total inpatients

Number of 
patients admitted 

into various 
hospitals in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate 

Total number of inpatients 
in a specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Citizenship

3. Sector

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
outpatients

Number 
of patients 

discharged from 
various hospitals

Total number of 
outpatients in a specific 

year in Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region

2. Citizenship

3. Sector

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
vaccination and 
immunization 

cases

Number of 
vaccination and 
immunization 
cases in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Total number of 
vaccination and 

immunization cases in a 
specific year in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Number 

1.  Age

2. Citizenship

3. Region

4. Gender

Irregular
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
blood bank 

donation cases

Number of blood 
donations to the 

blood bank in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Total blood donations 
made to the blood bank 
in a specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Number 
1. Citizenship

2. Blood type
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number 
of tobacco 
consumers

Number 
of tobacco 
consumers 

Total number of tobacco 
consumers in a specific 

year in Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Age group

4. Citizenship

Irregular
Sample 
Survey

Percentage 
of Tobacco 
consumers

Percentage 
of tobacco 
consumers

Total number of tobacco 
consumers in specific 

age group in a specific 
year divided by mid year 
population in the same 
age group in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Gender

2. Region

3. Age group

4. Citizenship

Irregular
Sample 
Survey

Total 
Incidents of 

communicable 
diseases

Number of 
communicable 

diseases Incidence 
in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of 
communicable diseases 

Incidents in a specific year 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate

Number

1. Age group

2. Region

3. Citizenship

4. Gender

5. Disease

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
distribution of 
communicable 

diseases

Percentage 
distribution of 
communicable 

diseases Incidents 
from total 

incidence in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Total number of Incidence 
of specific communicable 
disease in a specific year 
divided by total number 

of communicable diseases 
incidence in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate multiply by 100%

Percentage

1. Age group

2. Region

3. Citizenship

4. Gender

5. Disease

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Rate of 
incidence of 

communicable 
diseases

Number of 
communicable 
diseases cases 

per 100,000 
population

Total number of 
communicable diseases 
Incidence in a specific 

year divided by mid year 
population of the same 

year in Abu Dhabi Emirate 
multiply by 100,000

Incidence 
per 100,000 
population

1. Age group

2. Region

3. Citizenship

4. Gender

5. Disease

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

3-3  Culture, Heritage and Recreation

The exposure of citizens to culture and the knowledge of their heritage play a key role in all societies around the world, 
influencing all facets of peoples’ lives, from leisure to professional activities. The role of culture and heritage in both societal and 
economic development has also seen a significant rise in importance internationally as a key policy factor. However, despite 
the demand for internationally comparable data to be produced, preserving and respecting the specificity of each individual 
culture, as well as the distinctive qualities of other cultures, this remains a target that has not yet been met globally. 

There are various factors that influence culture, including history, education, art (including architecture, music, sculpture and 
painting) and access to art-related activities (museums, theatre, cinemas, etc.), literature and poetry, tradition, religion, beliefs, 
tourism, recreation (parks and other shared facilities) and sporting events. 



Statistical Indicators Guide

36

It is important to acknowledge that the concept of culture is multi-faceted, with many cultures and sub-cultures existing 
in sometimes small social, professional and geographic groups. Policies that take into account regional differences beyond 
national averages can therefore have a greater impact in maintaining cultural specificities and in improving the well-being of 
the country as a whole. The provision of data that provide information about sub-cultures is, therefore, highly prized.

Statistics on culture and heritage are developed to support policy makers in launching, monitoring and evaluating 
various programmes. They mainly focus on assessing the:

• Capacity, availability and accessibility of libraries, galleries and museums.

• Number and status of heritage sites and sites of historical importance.

• Number and activities of performing artists such as musicians, dancers and actors.

• Visits to sites, and attendance of sporting and cultural events.

• Statistics on crafts activities carried out by men and women.

• Activities related to design and architecture.

In addition to public authorities many other entities require information about the culture and heritage of the populations 
they serve. This group includes the private and non-profit sector, who analyse consumer trends and cultural needs, and interest 
groups who analyse public behaviour and opinion.

Culture and heritage preservation also has a direct impact on the development of the Emirate as a business and tourist 
destination. The welcoming culture of the Abu Dhabi Emirate together with a set of beautiful natural resources consolidates 
the strength of Abu Dhabi in attracting investments and tourists at the global level.

Good quality cultural statistics will enable policy makers to measure the success in meeting objectives set in the Policy Agenda. 
Culture and recreation are among the most important indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Number of 
sites on the 

tentative 
world 

heritage list

Total number of sites 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate 

that are evaluated to be 
listed in the future under 

the World Heritage 
List by The United 

Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO)

Total number of sites 
identified and evaluated for 
their universal significance 

and included in the Tentative 
List of World Heritage 

as may be issued by The 
United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) in a 

specific year

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Rate of 
visitors 
to the 

museums 
per 1000 

population

The rate of visitors (to 
Al Ain Museum, Al Ain 

Palace Museum, Dalma 
Museum, Al Jahili 

Museum,…) per 1,000 
population in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of visitor to 
the museums in a specific 
year divided by mid year 
population for the same 

year multiply by 1000 in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Visitor 
per 1000 

population
_ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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3-4  Security and Justice

Security and safety

Security and safety statistics include traffic statistics, number of deaths and injuries resulting from traffic accidents, in addition 
to traffic indicators. Security and safety statistics also show fire accidents, rescue and help, injuries, and deaths that happened 
in Abu Dhabi.

The importance of accurate security statistics and information consist in the protection of domestic security, maintaining 
public order, ensuring public safety, making plans and policies that respond to current and future requirements and evaluate 
the effectiveness of former policies. This becomes clear if we look at their results and the stability they bring about to the life of 
individuals and community, as well as prosperity and outstanding economic performance in the Emirate.

They provide correct and reliable data and information for those who are in charge of crimes and cases, researchers and 
concerned persons, and provide decision makers with the requirements of future plans to study the community’s needs.

Accurate security statistics and information is important for public safety and drawing plans and policies that respond to 
current and future requirements. Traffic statistics show the numbers of deaths and injuries resulting from traffic accidents and 
traffic indicators. Security and safety contain fire accidents, rescue, help, injuries and deaths that took place in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi. The key safety and security indicators are as follows:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
fire fighting

Total number of fire 
fighting in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of fire 
fighting and in specific 

year in Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region 

2. Month
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Rate of 
injuries from 
fire fighting 
(per 100,000 
population)

The rate of injuries 
resulting from fire fighting 
per 100,000 population in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate

Total number of injuries 
resulting from fire fighting 

& a specific year divided 
by mid year population 
multiply by 100,000 in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate

Injury per 
100,000 

population

1. Region 

2. Month
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Rate of 
deaths from 
fire fighting 
(per 100,000 
population)

The rate of deaths 
resulting from fire fighting 
per 100,000 population in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate

Total number of deaths 
resulting from fire fighting 

& a specific year divided 
by mid year population 
multiply by 100,000 in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate

Death per 
100,000 

population

1. Region 

2. Month
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Reported Crimes

The drop in rates of general danger crimes in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi strengthens the population’s feeling of safety, security 
and justice. It also boosts their confidence in the efficiency and ability of concerned authorities to protect them and their 
properties. This is a result of the directives of the prudent leadership and a translation of its insightful vision to realize justice and 
maintain security in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and all other emirates of the country. This motivated the concerned authorities to 
work hard to counter all forms of crime by taking the necessary measures and using all available tools and programs to control 
and restrict crimes, and following preventive strategies to deter crime before it takes place, as well as the enhancement of 
awareness for both citizens and residents. The key indicators are as follows:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
reported 

crimes

The number of 
reported crimes in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate

The number of reported crimes 
in a specific year in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate
Number 

Type of 
crime 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percent of 
disturbing 

crimes 
to total 

number of 
crimes

Percent of crimes 
that are classified as 

disturbing crimes 
to total number of 

crimes

Total number of crimes that are 
classified as disturbing crimes 

divided by total number of crimes 
multiply by 100% in a specific year 

in Abu Dhabi Emirate

Percentage Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Court cases

The statistics on cases presented to courts are important for justice and other authorities. They help to identify the volume of 
these cases and distribute them to law courts, as well as to compare between them with one another on the one hand, and 
between suspects on the other hand. These statistics support decision making on security issues. The statistics pertaining to 
cases presented to judicial courts are based on the data of the Judicial Department – Abu Dhabi. They deal with penal and 
criminal cases on the level of adults and juveniles. The key indicators are as follows:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Rate 
reported 

crimes

The rate of crime 
cases from the 
court of Abu 

Dhabi per 1000 
population

Total number of reported 
crimes in a specific year 

in Abu Dhabi Emirate 
divided by mid year 

population of that year 
multiply by1000

Crime 
per 1000 

population

1. Type of crime 

2. Region 

3. Court type 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Rate of 
offenders 
presented 

to the 
judicial 
system  

(per 1000 
population)

Rate of offenders 
presented to 
the judicial 

system (per 1000 
population)

Total number of 
offenders presented to 
the judicial system in 

Abu Dhabi in a specific 
year divided by Mid year 
population multiply by 

1000

 Offenders 
per 1000 

population 

1. Type of crime 

2. Region 

3. Court type 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of lawsuits 

determined

Total number 
of lawsuits 

determined in 
the court of Abu 

Dhabi

Total number of lawsuits 
determined by Abu Dhabi 

court in Abu Dhabi in a 
specific year

Number 

1. Region 

2. Type of court 

3. Type of 
lawsuits 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Complaints 
rate

The rate of 
complaints per 

1000 population 
in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of 
complaints filed in a 
specific year divided 

by mid year population 
multiply by 1,000 in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Complaint 
per 1000 

population

Type of 
complaint

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Violations and Deaths on Roads

Traffic statistics show the number of deaths and injuries resulting from traffic accidents, in addition to traffic indicators. Security 
and safety statistics include fire accidents, rescue and help, injuries and deaths that happened in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The 
key indicators are as follows:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Rate of 
traffic deaths 
per 100,000 
population

Rate of traffic 
deaths per 

100,000 
population 

in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

Total number of deaths 
resulting from traffic 

accidents in a specific 
year divided by mid year 
population multiply by 
100,000 in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Death per 
100,000 

population
Region Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of traffic 
injuries

Total number 
of traffic 

injuries in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Total number of traffic 
injuries in a specific year in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate
Number 

1. Region 

2. Month 

3. Type of casualty

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of traffic 

accidents

Number 
of traffic 

accidents in 
Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Number of traffic accidents 
in a specific year Abu Dhabi 

Emirate
Number 

1. Region 

2. Type of accident 

3. Gender of driver 

4. Type of vehicle 

5. Cause of accident 

6. Month 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Dispute Settlement

Dispute settlement is an alternative solution to solving disputes between two disputing parties before entering into the litigation 
process. Dispute settlement statistics is one of the indicators that reflect the structure of a community based on tolerance and 
understanding between parties through a friendly and acceptable solution which returns rights to the rightful party. This will 
reflect positively through the acceleration of economic growth, strengthening social ties among individuals and institutions 
on the one hand, and reduce burdens from the parties of litigation, including the judicial system and disputing parties on 
the other hand. The Judicial Department – Abu Dhabi is the main source of dispute statistics that are solved; settled before 
the committees on alternative solutions for dispute settlement, by reconciliation committees, family guidance committees or 
competent experience committees. The key indicators are as follows:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
disputes 
settled

Number of settled 
or solved disputes 
in the court of Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Total number of settled 
or solved disputes in the 

court in a specific year 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate

Number 

1. Dispute resolution  
committee type 

2. Region 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

3-5  Sports

SCAD, in collaboration with Abu Dhabi Sports Council, has carried out the project for survey of sports players, after it became 
impossible to collect the above-mentioned data through administrative records, since they are unavailable with concerned 
parties.

The Sports survey was performed for the first time in 2014 through field visits to a number of families, in accordance with a clear 
and defined methodology, to collect the required data about sports players, to identify favourite sports and causes that hinder 
sporting participation by individuals in Abu Dhabi.

These data will be used for analysis by the government agencies in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and decision makers. 
The survey aims to provide new accurate data about sports practice. In detail, this survey aims at the following:

• Know the favourite sports of the community in the Emirate distributed according to regions (Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, 
Western Region).

• Know the reason for the community’s lack of interest in practice of sports (place, customs and traditions, 
women), availability of facilities, lack of free time, information technology, daily life pressures, etc.)

• Community’s awareness about the importance of sports.

• Rate of satisfaction about the services provided by Abu Dhabi Sports Council (initiatives).

•  Set up an accurate data base (as per the various age groups) about the reality of the sporting community in 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to help decision makers to plan future projects and disseminate the physical activity 
culture. The key sports indicators are as follows:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number 
of sports 

clubs (Abu 
Dhabi Sports 

Council)

Number of sport clubs 
which licensed by Abu 

Dhabi Sport Council

Total number of sport 
clubs which licensed by 

Abu Dhabi Sport Council 
in specific year

Number 
1. Type of sport 

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
registered 

players (Abu 
Dhabi Sports 

Council)

Number of registered 
players by Abu Dhabi 

Sport Council

Total number of registered 
player by Abu Dhabi Sport 

Council in specific year
Number 

1. Type of sport 

2. Gender 

3. Region 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Number of 
people who 

exercise 
sport 

regularly

 Number of people 
who exercise sport 

regularly

 Number of people (10 
years old and above) who 

exercise sport regularly 
in a specific year in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi

Number 

1. Region 

2. Type of sport 

3. Age 

4. Citizenship

5. Labour force 
status

6. Gender 

7. Disability

Irregular
Sample 
Survey

3-6  Social wellbeing

Disability

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Number of 
registered 

persons with 
disabilities

Number of 
registered persons 
with disabilities in 
the Zayed Higher 
Organization for 

Humanitarian Care 
and special needs 

centers

Total number of 
registered persons with 
disabilities in the Zayed 
Higher Organization for 
Humanitarian Care and 
special needs centers 

in a specific year

Number 

1. Gender 

2. Regions 

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percent of 
pupils with 
disabilities 

in the 
mainstream 

schools 

Percent of pupils with 
disabilities integrated 

in the mainstream 
schools 

Total number of 
pupils with disabilities 

divided by total 
number of pupils in the 

mainstream schools

Percentage

1. Sector

2. Type of 
Disability

3. Region 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Social Welfare

Social welfare refers to the well-being of society. It is concerned with quality of life, which includes factors such as the level of 
security, and the availability of essential social services for supporting the life of individuals in the society. Social welfare is also 
concerned with the transfer of goods and services to individuals and families, mainly through government interventions. But 
interventions can also involve voluntary non-profit organizations and private profit-making companies

 In the Abu Dhabi Emirate, securing the wellbeing of every individual in the population is a government priority as stated 
in The Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030. One of the two policy priorities is ‘Abu Dhabi will ensure that social and regional 
development is balanced to bring the benefits of economic growth and wellbeing to the entire population of the Emirate.’ 
Directly and indirectly, social welfare statistics are used for planning, monitoring and evaluating programmes and strategies 
by government authorities and other entities in many areas of social and economic development. In order for the social 
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development to cover all UAE citizens of all groups and ages, many entities were established to provide social welfare for 
women, children, youth, old people, and people with special needs. In the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, for example, there is the 
Family Development Foundation, and Zayed Higher Organization for Humanitarian Care & Special Needs, in addition to the 
orphan care section in Zayed Organization which aims to provide a safe learning environment which is supportive of orphans.

SCAD employs a clear methodology to collect, analyse and disseminate the social welfare statistics provided by the Ministry 
of Social Affairs. These consistent statistics, tools and methodologies used by SCAD are in line with the best international 
practices. SCAD also uses IBM/SPSS system to process and produce its own surveys.

SCAD provides information about the surveys it conducted, the approaches it employed and the data (metadata) it disseminated, 
including administrative sources, in keeping with the best international practices. This will help users to understand data in a 
better way and have high confidence in the accuracy of data in the areas they are used for. The key indicators of social welfare 
are as follows:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
social aid 

cases 

Number of social 
aid cases offered to 

citizens in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

Total number of social 
aid cases offered to 
citizens in a specific 

year

Number 
1. Type of aid

2. Gender 
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of social 
aid cases 

beneficiaries

Number of citizens 
beneficiaries 

recipients Social Aid 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate

Total number of 
citizen beneficiaries of 
social aid in a specific 

year in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

Number 
1. Type of aid

2. Gender 
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Amount of 
social benefits 

paid

Amount that paid in 
UAE Dirhams (AED) 
for social benefits in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate

Total amount paid 
for social benefits in 

a specific year in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Arab 
Emirate 
Dirham

Month Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
public utility 
associations

Number of public 
utility associations 
operating in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Total number 
of public utility 

associations in a 
specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Number Activity Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
children in 
nurseries 

Number of all 
children attending 

in the operating 
nurseries in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate

Total number of 
children attaining 

operating nurseries in 
a specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Number 

1. Region 

2. Gender 

3. Citizenship

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
children per 

nursery

Average number of 
children attending 

each operating 
nursery in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Total number of all 
children attending in 
nurseries divided by 
the total number of 

operating nurseries in 
a specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Child per 
nursery

Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
Children per

employee at 
nurseries

Average number of 
children attending 

nurseries per number 
of employees in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Total number of all 
children attending 
nurseries divided 
by total number 
of employees in 

operating nurseries in 
a specific year in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Children 
per 

employee
_ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

3-7  Islamic Affairs

The General Authority of Islamic Affairs and Endowments directs religious guidance and the dissemination of Islamic culture, 
in addition to the administration of mosques and other Islamic activities. The statistics of Islamic Affairs include the number of 
Islamic facilities, number of preachers, imams and muezzins and their distribution according to the Emirate’s regions. Among 
the most important indicators of Islamic Affairs are the following:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
Mosque

Number of 
operating Mosque in 

the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi

 Total Number of 
operating Mosque in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi in a 

specific year

Number 

1. Region

2. Under con-
structions

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
Registered 

Imam

Number of 
Registered Imam in 
the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi

Total number of 
Registered Imam in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi in a 
specific year

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
Registered 
Imam who 

rhetoric

Number of 
Registered Imam 
who rhetoric in 

the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi

Total number of 
Registered Imam who 

rhetoric in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi in a specific 

year

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records



Statistical Indicators Guide

44

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
Registered 

Muezzin

Number of 
Registered Muezzin 

in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi

Total number of 
Registered Muezzin in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi in a 

specific year

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
preachers

Number of 
preachers in the 
Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi

Total number of preachers 
in the Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi in a specific year
Number 

1. Region 

2. Gender
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of Quran 

Memorization 
Centers

Number of Quran 
Memorization 
Centers in the 
Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi

Total number of Quran 
Memorization Centers in 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 

in a specific year

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
Hajj and Umre 

Campaigns

Number of Hajj and 
Umre Campaigns 
Organized in the 
Emirate of Abu 

Dhabi

Total number of Hajj and 
Umre Campaigns in the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi in a 
specific year

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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1 |  Economic Indicators
1-1  National Accounts

National accounts statistics focus on the structure and development of the economy and are linked to production, spending 
and income for all sectors of the economy during a specific period of time. This statistical information focuses on the flow of 
resources between the various economic activities for a given period of time. National accounts include a summary of the 
economic transactions that take place during a specific period of time for the economy as a whole. They are divided into 
accounts that cover the following corporate sectors: non-financial companies sector, financial companies, the government, 
households, non-profit organizations serving households and transactions with the rest of the world. Monitoring economic 
interactions includes a description of the economic situation and developments in a given period of time. While national 
accounts contain detailed data on the economic sectors, the main emphasis is on their use in the macroeconomic policy.

GDP is one of the most important outputs of national accounts. It reflects the changes in the nation's wealth during the reference 
year which result from the production of goods and services. GDP can be measured by current or constant prices. GDP at current 
prices is the total value of goods and services produced within the country (total production) minus raw materials and other 
goods and services consumed during the production process (intermediate consumption) during a specified period, which 
is usually one year. It is equal to the added value for all resident producers. GDP at current prices and the value of production 
consists of two parts: price and volume (or quantity). The price is the unit value of the goods or services that are produced; while 
the volume reflects the amount of goods and services produced. The change in GDP at current prices reflects the change that 
occurs in both prices and production quantities.

GDP at constant prices reflects the actual change in the economy, for it is not affected by any change in the price. GDP at 
constant prices represents the actual level of GDP. Estimates of GDP at constant prices are obtained by using the values for the 
base year.

The compilation of national accounts for a given year relies on the availability of data. Some of them can be obtained a bit late 
and sometimes for two or three years after the year to which they apply. And therefore initial accounts are usually produced 
once or twice at different times using the data available at a certain date to deliver early results before producing the final 
accounts for the reference year.

The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi calculates the GDP of Abu Dhabi at current prices, using the method of production. According 
to this method, intermediate consumption is subtracted from the total production in order to obtain gross added value. It is 
considered the cornerstone in determining the GDP, so the contribution of each activity or sector of the economy is expressed 
as the total added value. Statistics on economic activities are published using the International Standard Industrial Classification 
of All Economic Activities – Revision 4 (ISIC4). This makes it possible to measure the contribution of specific areas of economy 
in the GDP.

In addition to GDP, SCAD will issue intermediate consumption estimates, production and added value according to the 
economic activity, the remuneration of employees and gross fixed capital formation. GDP, growth at current prices, and fixed 
prices, as well as the average per capita estimates, are published.

SCAD also issues quarterly estimates of GDP at current and constant prices in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The annual Economic 
Survey, Quarterly Economic Survey and administrative data that is obtained from relevant government agencies and companies 
are the primary sources of the data used in these estimates. Quarterly GDP estimates are issued according to institutional 
sectors.

Below is a list of the most important indicators of annual and quarterly national accounts issued by SCAD, along with their own 
descriptive information:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current 
prices- 

The market value of 
all final goods and 
services produced 
within Abu Dhabi 

during the reference 
period

Total value 
added of all 
economic 
activities

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually
Survey and 
Administra-
tive Records

 Quarterly 
gross domestic 

product at 
current prices 

The market value of 
all final goods and 
services produced 
within Abu Dhabi 

during quarterly year.

Total quarterly 
output minus 

quarterly 
intermediate 
consumption 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Oil, Non-Oil 

2. Institutional 
sectors

Quarterly
Survey and 
Administra-
tive Records

 Gross 
domestic 

production 
constant prices

It is the annual and 
GDP series which 

have been obtained 
by removing the 

effect of price 
changes from the 
value of all final 

goods and services 
produced within Abu 
Dhabi in the reference 

period.

Total value 
added of all 
economic 

activities at 
constant prices 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually
Survey and 
Administra-
tive Records

Quarterly 
gross domestic 

product in 
constant prices 

It is the quarterly 
GDP series which has 

been obtained by 
removing the effect 

of price changes from 
the value of all final 
goods and services 

produced within Abu 
Dhabi during the 
reference period.

Total quarterly 
output minus 

quarterly 
intermediate 
consumption 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Oil, Non-Oil 

2. Institutional 
sectors

Quarterly
Survey and 
Administra-
tive Records

 Gross 
domestic 

product per 
capita in 

current prices

The share of gross 
domestic product 
in current prices 

per person of total 
population

Current price 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

divided by total 
population

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

 Oil, Non-Oil Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Gross 
domestic 

product per 
capita in 

constant prices

The share of gross 
domestic product 
in constant prices 
per person of total 

population

Gross domestic 
product (GDP) at 
constant prices 
divided by total 

population

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

 Oil, Non-Oil Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Growth rate of 
gross domestic 

product 
growth in 

current prices

Relative change in 
current prices gross 
domestic product 

between two 
reference years

Gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
for specific 

year divided by 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
for the year 

before minus 1 
multiply by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Growth rate of 
gross domestic 

product 
growth in 

constant prices

Relative change 
in constant prices 

gross domestic 
product between two 

reference years

Gross domestic 
product (GDP) at 
constant prices 

for specific 
year divided by 
gross domestic 

product (GDP) at 
constant prices 

for the year 
before minus 1 
multiply by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Growth rate of 
gross domestic 

product 
growth per 

capita in 
current prices

Relative change 
of gross domestic 
product per capita 

in current prices 
between two 

reference years

Per capita 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
for specific 

year divided 
by per capita  

gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
for the year 

before minus 1 
multiply by 100

Percentage  Oil, Non-Oil Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Growth rate of 
gross domestic 

product 
growth per 

capita in 
constant prices

The relative change 
in gross domestic 

product per capita 
in constant prices 

between two 
reference years

Per capita 
gross domestic 

product (GDP) at 
constant prices 

for specific 
year divided 
by per capita  

gross domestic 
product (GDP) at 
constant prices 

for the year 
before minus 1 
multiply by 100

Percentage  Oil, Non-Oil Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Quarterly 
gross domestic 

product 
growth rate in 

constant prices

The relative change 
in gross domestic 

product at constant 
prices between two 
reference quarters

Gross domestic 
product (GDP) at 
constant prices 
specific quarter 

divided by 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at constant 
prices of the 
same quarter 

in the previous 
year minus 1 

multiply by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil 

2. Institutional 
sectors

Quarterly

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Quarterly 
gross domestic 

product 
growth rate in 
current prices

The relative change 
in gross domestic 
product at current 

prices between two 
reference quarters

Gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
specific quarter 

divided by 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
of the same 

quarter in the 
previous year 

minus 1 multiply 
by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil 

2. Institutional 
sectors

Quarterly

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Gross 
domestic 
product 
deflator

This is a price index 
that shows how 

the price for gross 
domestic product 
has changed over 

time (one year). It is 
the percentage of 

the gross domestic 
product in current 
prices to the series 
of gross domestic 

product in constant 
prices

Annual gross 
domestic 

product (GDP) 
at current prices  

for specific 
year divided 

by Annual 
gross domestic 

product (GDP) at 
constant prices 

for the same 
year minus 1 

multiply by 100.

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Annual growth 
rate of gross 

domestic 
product 
deflator

The percentage 
change in gross 

domestic product 
deflator between two 

reference years

Gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

deflator for 
specific year 
divided by 

gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

for the year 
before deflator 
multiply by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Quarterly 
gross domestic 

product 
deflator 

This is a price index 
that shows how the 

price for GDP has 
changed over time 
(quarter). It is the 

percentage of gross 
domestic product 
at current prices to 
the series of gross 

domestic product at 
constant prices

Quarterly 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
for specific 

quarter divided 
by quarterly 

gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at constant 
prices for the 
same quarter 

in the previous 
year multiply by 

100.

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil 

2. Institutional 
sectors

Quarterly

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Contribution 
percentage to 

gross domestic 
product in 

current prices 

Percentage of the 
value added of the 
economic activities 

to the total value 
of gross domestic 
product in current 

prices

The value 
addedof 

economic 
activity in 

current prices 
divided by 

gross domestic 
product (GDP) 
current price 

multiply by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Contribution 
percentage to 

gross domestic 
product in 

constant prices

Percentage of the 
value added of the 
economic activities 

to the total value 
of gross domestic 

product in constant 
prices

The value added 
of economic 

activities 
divided by 

gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 
constant prices 
multiply by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Percentage 
of exports of 
goods to the 

gross domestic 
product 

Percentage of the 
value of goods 
exported from 

Abu Dhabi to the 
total value of gross 

domestic product for 
Abu Dhabi in current 

prices

Abu Dhabi 
exports 

divided by 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 
for Abu Dhabi 

at current prices 
multiply by 100

Percentage _ Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Percentage 
of imports of 
goods to the 

gross domestic 
product 

Percentage of the 
value of goods 
imported into 

Abu Dhabi to the 
total value of gross 

domestic product for 
Abu Dhabi in current 

prices

Imports into 
Abu Dhabi 
divided by 

gross domestic 
product (GDP) 

at current prices 
multiply by 100

Percentage _ Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Percentage 
of external 

balance goods 
to the gross 

domestic 
product

Percentage of the 
external balance on 
goods to the gross 

domestic product for 
Abu Dhabi in current 

prices 

External balance 
of goods 

divided by 
gross domestic 
product (GDP) 
for Abu Dhabi 

at current prices 
multiply by 100

Percentage _ Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Percentage 
of gross 

fixed capital 
Formation 

to the gross 
domestic 

production in 
current price

Percentage of the 
difference between 

the total value 
of a producers 

acquisitions and 
disposals of fixed 
assets during the 

accounting period 
plus certain additions 
to the value of non- 

produced assets such 
as subsoil assets or 

major improvements 
in the quantity, 

quality or productivity 
of land realized by the 

productive activity 
of institutional units 

to the total value 
of gross domestic 

product

Gross fixed 
capital 

formation 
divided by GDP 

current price 
multiply by 100

Percentage
Economic 

activity
Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Total gross 
fixed capital 
formation in 
current price

The difference 
between the total 
value of producer 
acquisitions and 
disposals of fixed 
assets during the 

accounting period 
plus certain additions 
to the value of non- 

produced assets 
such lands and other 

assests realized by the 
productive activity of 

institutional units

Total value 
of producer 
acquisitions 

minus disposals 
of fixed assets 

during the 
accounting 
period plus 

certain 
additions to the 

value of non- 
produced assets 
such lands and 
other assests 

realised by the 
productive 
activity of 

institutional 
units 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Economic 
activity

2. Small and 
Medium 
Establishment

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Annual growth 
rate for 

compensation 
of employee in 
current prices

The relative change 
in compensation of 

employees in cash or 
in kind that payable 

by an enterprise to an 
employee in return 

for the last work 
done between two 

reference years

Compensation 
of employees 
of activity for 
specific year 
divided by 

compensation 
of employees 
of activity for 

the year before 
multiply by 100

Percentage
Economic 

activity
Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Contribution 
percentage 

of gross 
fixed capital 

formation 
per economic 

activities to 
the total gross 

fixed capital 
formation

The relative weight 
of economic activity 
from total gross fixed 

capital formation

Gross fixed 
capital 

formation 
for economic 

activity divided 
by total of gross 

fixed capital 
formation 

multiply by 100

Percentage
Economic 

activity
Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Contribution 
percentage of 
compensation 
of employees 
per economic 

activities 
to the total 

compensation 
of employees

The relative weight 
of economic 

activity from total 
compensation of 

employees 

Compensation 
of employees 
for economic 

activity divided 
by total of 

compensation 
of employees 

multiply by 100

Percentage
Economic 

activity
Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Value added in 
current prices 

It is a value of the 
output of economic 
activities minus the 

value of intermediate 
consumption in 

current price which 
have been obtained 

by removing the 
effect of price 

changes between the 
reference periods.. It 
is a measure of the 

activity contribution 
to GDP made by an 
individual producer, 

industry or sector.

Total value 
of the output 
of economic 

activities minus 
the value of 

intermediate 
consumption in 

current price.

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

3. Small and 
Medium 
Establishment

Annually
Survey and 
Administra-
tive Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Value added in 
constant prices 

It is a value-added 
economic activities 

minus the value 
of intermediate 
consumption in 

constant prices in Abu 
Dhabi at the referance 

period. 

Is obtained by 
dividing the 

value added at 
current prices 
on the price 
index for the 
same activity

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually
Survey and 
Administra-
tive Records

Annual growth 
rate of value 

added in 
current price

Relative change in 
current price value 

added for economic 
activities between 

two reference years

Value added 
economic 

activities in 
current price 
for specific 

year divided by 
value added 

economic active 
in current price 

for the year 
before multiply 

by100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

 Annual 
growth rate of 
value added in  
constant price

Relative change in 
constant price value 
added for economic 
activities between 

two reference years 

Value added 
economic 

activities in 
constant price 

for specific 
year divided by 

value-added 
economic 

activities in 
constant price 

for the year 
before multiply 

by 100

Percentage

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

Annually

Derived

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

Compensation 
of employees 

in current price

Compensation 
of employees is 
measured value 

compensation of 
employees total 

includes salaries and 
wages and cash plus 

to the advantages 
social and in-kind 

accrued 

Total 
remuneration in 
cash plus Total 
remuneration 
in kind during 

the accounting 
period. 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Oil, Non-Oil

2. Economic 
activity

3. Small and 
Medium 
Establishment

Annually
Survey and 
Administra-
tive Records
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1-2  Government Finance

Government finance statistics, as defined by the international manuals, cover the income, expenditure and assets of central 
(however defined) and local government and government-controlled units that are not involved in producing marketed goods 
and services. Government finance statistics include government assets and debt, the cumulated deficit and surplus. 

Government finance statistics cover government decisions on the budget, as well as the outcomes, recorded in the accounts, 
on spending by ministry and programme. They are mainly used to present a government’s annual budget data to explain the 
overall trend, its composition and the budget deficit or surplus, usually expressed as a percentage of GDP. Retrospectively, the 
data is used to establish the government’s accounts and, in particular, to explain the differences between these accounts and 
the budget forecasts.

Government finance statistics produced by SCAD intend to cover all Government entities of Abu Dhabi plus Abu Dhabi’s 
share of Federal Government. The data is collected from the Ministry of Finance (MoF), the Department of Finance (DoF) in 
Abu Dhabi and other governmental entities whose data is not covered by the MoF or the DoF. The data is collected through 
administrative returns from all general Government entities in particular the Department of Finance, whose role it is to provide 
financial management across the Abu Dhabi Government and financing for Government initiatives including private-sector 
participation. Data is also received from the UAE Ministry of Finance, the Federal ministry responsible for financial management, 
development of the Federal Government’s financial resources and for Federal fiscal policy. 

The Abu Dhabi accounts identify two levels of Government within the general Government sector: Federal Government and 
local Government. In calculating the costs of production of general Government, the total compensation of employees, in cash 
or in kind, paid for work done in the accounting period is taken into account, including the employer’s contributions to health 
and social insurances.

Government finance statistics are, however, the main inputs for the compilation of the general government sector of the 
National Accounts. The degree to which the National Accounts government sector data can be compared between countries 
depends on the quality of the Government finance data and on the degree to which the compilation of the National Accounts 
adheres to the System of National Accounts standard (see sector chapter on National Accounts ( S.1.1). As government data is 
often seen as being of better quality than much other source data, it is often the preferred National Accounts data source for 
transactions between government and non-government sectors.

The following table contains the key indicators of the Government Finance:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

The relative 
distribution 

of Abu Dhabi 
Government  

revenues

The percentage of 
distribution of Abu Dhabi 

Government revenues  
(petroleum royalties and 
tax revenue, department 

collections revenue, 
capital revenue) from total 

government revenues

 The percentage of 
distribution of Abu 
Dhabi Government 

revenues 
(petroleum royalties 

and tax revenue, 
department 

collections revenue, 
capital revenue) 
divided by total  

government 
revenues multiply 

by100

Percentage
 Revenue 

type
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

The relative 
distribution 

of public 
expenditure 

to the 
Government 
of Abu Dhabi

The percentage of 
distribution of public 
expenditures (current 
expenditures, wages 

and salaries, goods and 
services, expenditures 

on current transfers, 
capital expenditures, 

developmental expenditure 
on government projects.  

Capital expenditure 
on goods and services, 

capital transfers, recurrent 
department expenditure, 

development expenditure, 
contribution to the federal 
government expenses, aid 

and loans, capital payments) 
from total government 

expenditures 

Total distribution of 
public expenditures 

by expenditure 
type divided by 

total government 
expenditures 

multiply by 100

Percentage
Expenditure 

type 
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
government 
expenditure 
on education

Total expenditure on 
education from Abu Dhabi 
Government and the share 
of Abu Dhabi from federal 

Gov.

Total Abu Dhabi 
Government 

expenditure on 
education plus the 
share of Abu Dhabi 

from federal Gov 
expenditure on 

education

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
government 
expenditure 

on health

Total expenditure on health 
from Abu Dhabi Government 

+ the share of Abu Dhabi 
from federal Gov.

Total Abu Dhabi 
Government 

expenditure on 
health plus the 

share of Abu Dhabi 
from federal Gov. 
expenditure on 

health 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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1-3  Prices

Price statistics measure the rate of change in price level, inflation; they measure relative changes in prices in different sectors. 
An additional use of Price statistics is to compare the level of prices between different countries and economies. They are the 
most widely used official statistics (and one of the oldest); the Consumer Price Index (CPI) is one of the very few statistics to be 
regularly used by the population at large. 

There is a very wide range of uses of Price statistics for an overall inflation, by businesses in setting the cost of living used 
in labour contracts and social payments; as a measure of overall or sector inflation for price clauses in supply contracts; as 
a deflator for asset values by investors; and in price setting for regulated industries. Price statistics are also used in National 
Accounts and other statistics as price deflators to arrive at ‘constant price’ data series.

A Price Index is an aggregate price that represents the prices of the goods and services that make up its basket. In the case of a 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), the basket of goods and services represents the total expenditure and composition of most or all 
consumers. The basket is established by means of a household budget survey or another similar method of ascertaining prices 
currently paid. In other price indices, the basket represents the total expenditure of goods and services being measured - the 
basket of a Producer Price Index represents all purchases of goods and services by businesses. 

The index represents the value of the basket: in the base year or period, this is conventionally set to 100 or 1000. The most 
common type of price index is the Laspeyres Price Index, which uses a basket of goods and services that is fixed in a base 
period. In each time period, this index measures the weighted average price paid (or received) for the basket of goods and 
services, relative to its cost in the base period. 

The CPI is usually presented together with its headings which represent the major consumption groups, such as food, transport, 
housing and household goods. The detailed structure of the consumption groups is discussed in the International Frameworks 
sub-section above. A ‘core CPI’ is commonly published to represent the ‘underlying’ rate of inflation by excluding the major 
consumption groups that have the most variable prices, commonly energy prices and food prices. CPI is the most widely used 
measure of inflation and is often used synonymously with it.

CPI sub-indices are provided for three household types (National, Non-national and Collective); for five welfare groups, by 
income quintile. A regional level sub-index also appears in the published data (with information for the Abu Dhabi, Al Ain and 
Western regions). 

Seasonal items are incorporated in the CPI (both in the new and old software) by redistribution of their weights within the 
same purchase group when they are out of season. This procedure underlies a Ramadan group of weekly food items, identified 
by SCAD. There is an explicit processing of changes in product quality, enacted through changing the price in the base-year 
period, in line with the international recommendations. Data quality is audited daily through a field audit. Related to the CPI is 
the weekly Ramadan Consumption Price Index, whose basket consists of 207 Items. The price index is measured and published 
weekly. It follows the COICOP classification and is disaggregated by region. The objective of the Ramadan Price Index is to 
reflect prices and inflation, in order to help consumers plan their spending, as well as to ensure that there is a sufficient supply 
of various goods during Ramadan

Other price indices include the Producer Price Index, which measures the cost of goods at the factory gate. The Producer Price 
Index Manual: Theory and Practice defines the PPI as ‘an index designed to measure the average change in the price of goods 
and services either as they leave the place of production or as they enter the production process.’ The prices measured by the 
PPI should be the basic prices currently received by the producer or the establishment for sales in or outside the country.

The Producer Price Index is compiled on the basis of a survey of business establishments to find the basic prices currently 
received by producers of goods and services. The quality of the PPI therefore depends on the completeness of the business or 
establishment register and the accuracy of the production data, as this is used to weight the prices data. One of the main uses 
of the PPI is as a leading indicator for inflation, as changes in producer prices are usually eventually passed on to consumers. As 
a result, the PPI (or its components) is often used in price change clauses in supply contracts. In the National Accounts, the PPI 
is used to deflate output or sales data to arrive at a constant price series for inventory (stocks) data.
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The Producer Price Index (manufacturing) (PPI) is a Laspeyres index covering all manufacturing industry and based on the ISIC4 
classification of industries, which is followed to the 2-digit economic activity level. Prices are recorded as the price received by 
the producer, hence net of indirect taxes.

SCAD is in the process of extending the Industrial Production Index (IPI) to include ‘Mining and quarrying’ and ‘Water and 
electricity’ activities, which will complete the coverage of the production sector.

A Construction Cost Index (CCI). The CCI will cover the main construction inputs used in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, including 
manpower and financial costs through a representative sample of building materials trading facilities, manpower suppliers and 
contractors in the Emirate.

A monthly Hotel price index (HPI) is prepared by SCAD from administrative data received from the Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture 
Authority. The HPI is defined by SCAD as a statistical indicator which measures the relative change of hotel room prices over 
two periods. It shows the time series of changes in the prices of hotel rooms by categories for hotels in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi. The purpose of the index is to focus on a growth sector, to provide a check for the CPI and to provide source data for the 
National Accounts. The following table presents the descriptive information of the key price indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

CPI - 
Consumer 
Price Index 

The CPI is a tool that 
measures the rate of 

change in the prices of 
a basket of goods and 
services between two 

periods. The period 
against which prices 

are compared is known 
as the base period 

and the period under 
review is known as the 

comparison period

  The CPI is 
calculated using the 
Laspeyres method.
The sum of dividing 

the comparison 
prices and base 

prices multiplied by 
weight

Point

1. Region

2. Expenditure 
groups

3. Household 
welfare 
levels

4. Household 
type

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly 

3. Monthly 

Sample  
Survey

Inflation 
Rate

The change in the 
prices of basket of 

goods and services the 
current period and the 

previous period

The change in the 
prices of the current 

period and the 
previous period, the 
current CPI should 
be divided by the 
previous CPI, then 
multiply the result 

by (100) minus 100.  

Percentage

1. Region

2. Expenditure 
groups

3. Household 
welfare 
levels

4. Household 
type

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly 

3. Monthly 

Derived

(mathemat-
ical

calculation)
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

RFPI - 
Ramadan 
Food Price 

Index

The RFPI is a tool that 
measures the rate of

change in the prices 
of Ramadan Food 

between two periods. 
The period against 

which prices are 
compared is known 
as the base period 

and the period under 
review is known as the 

comparison period

RFPI calculated 
using the Laspeyres 

method. The sum 
of dividing the 

comparison prices 
and base prices 

multiplied by 
weight

Point _
 Month of 
Ramdan 
(Yearly)

Sample  
Survey

CCI - Cost of 
Construction 

Index

The CCI is an index that 
measures the rate of 

change in construction 
costs during two time 
periods, a base period 

2013 in SCAD and a 
comparison period for 

a fixed basket of certain 
building materials and 
construction services 

selected from the 
construction projects 

breakdown Towers 
projects.

Laspeyres index 
formula,CCI equals 

Total (compared 
price (P1) divided 
by base price (P0) 
multiply by base 

weights (W0)) 

Point

Ten main 
groups of the 
construction 

cost index 
basket 

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly 

Sample  
Survey

Relative 
change in 
Building 
Material 

Price 

The relative changes in 
prices of 21 groups of 

building materials 

According to the 
Jevons index 

method equals 
geometric mean of 
the current price to 
base period price 
multiply by 100 

minus 100

Percentage
 21 groups 
of building 
materials 

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly 

3. Monthly 

Other

(mathemat-
ical calcula-

tion)

PPI - 
Producer 

Price Index

The Producer Price 
Index (PPI) is an 
economic and 

statistical indicator 
that measures the 

change in the prices of 
industrial production 

(manufacturing 
industries) in two 
periods, the base 

period and the 
comparison period.

Laspeyres index 
formula, PPI equals 

total (compared 
price (P1) divided 
by base price (P0) 
multiply by base 

weights (W0)) 

Point

23 activities 
according 

to the 
International 

Standard 
Industrial 

Classification 
(ISIC 4)

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly

Sample  
Survey
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

IPI - 
Industrial 

Production 
Index

The change in 
the quantities of 

industrial production 
manufacturing 

industries in two 
periods, the base 

period and the 
comparison period.

Laspeyres index 
formula, IPI equals 

total (compared 
price (P1) divided 
by base price (P0) 
multiply by base 

weights (W0)) 

Point

23 activities 
according 

to the 
International 

Standard 
Industrial 

Classification 
(ISIC4)

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly

Sample  
Survey

HPI - Hotel 
Price Index

The relative change 
of hotel rooms prices 
over two periods. It 

shows the time series 
of changes in the prices 

of hotel rooms by 
categories for hotels in 

the Emirate of  
Abu Dhabi.

Laspeyres index 
formula, HPI equals 

total compared 
price (P1) divided 
by base price (P0) 
multiply by base 

weights (W0) 

Point
Hotels, Hotel 
apartments

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly 

3. Monthly 

Administra-
tive Records

1-4  Foreign Trade

The main aim of statistics on foreign trade in goods is to provide timely and adequately structured information on the flow of 
merchandise that enter (imports) and leave (exports) the statistical territory of a country. Foreign trade statistics can be used at 
both macro and micro level of economic analysis. At the macro level, imports and exports data allows the analysis of the most 
traded commodities and relevant partner countries, the computing of indices of foreign trade and the calculation of the trade 
balance of a country. The latter is positive when, in a given period, exports exceed the level of imports (surplus in trade balance), 
and negative (deficit in trade balance) when vice-versa. Governmental agencies use foreign trade statistics information for 
supporting strategic objectives in specific sectors and for planning the construction of transport infrastructure, which is a 
necessary condition for enhancing international trade and paving the way to new destinations for national exports. Foreign 
trade statistics also have a strong correlation with the production of other statistics, as they provide information on trading 
goods to Balance of Payments and National Accounts compilers.

The external trade statistics data is compiled from administrative data sources, which in the majority of cases are customs 
declarations. These documents contain the necessary information for compilation of statistics. Therefore trade statistics 
methodology and concepts are adapted to the particularities of customs functions and as a general principle, record physical 
movement of goods. 

Foreign trade statistics of the Abu Dhabi Emirate record all movements of goods through the ports of Abu Dhabi (which go 
through customs clearance procedures of the General Directorate of Customs of Abu Dhabi Emirate) and include imports, 
exports and re-exports. The main source of data for the trade in non-oil commodities is the General Directorate of Customs at 
the Department of Finance of Abu Dhabi. The data is directly extracted from customs declarations and sent to SCAD monthly 
in electronic format. The trade in oil, oil products and gas data are provided by SCAD once a year.
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Foreign trade statistics of SCAD covers:

• Foreign trade in non-oil goods through the ports (Customs points) of Abu Dhabi Emirate, further structured as:

ū Imports of non-oil goods; 

ū Exports of non-oil goods;

ū Re-exports of non-oil goods.

• Foreign trade in oil and oil products (exports) and in natural gas (imports) through the ports of the Abu Dhabi Emirate.

The Foreign trade statistics of the Abu Dhabi Emirate record all movements of goods through the ports of the Abu 
Dhabi Emirate without differentiation to:

• where (in which UAE Emirate) the trader is established;

• whether imported goods will remain within the territory of the Abu Dhabi Emirate or leave this territory for a 
final destination in another Emirate of the UAE;

• whether exported goods originated from or were mainly produced in the territory of the Abu Dhabi Emirate or 
within another Emirate of UAE.

Moreover, Foreign trade statistics of Abu Dhabi do not include goods which are imported to the Emirate, but have been cleared 
in other UAE customs offices. 

The goods which are entering the Abu Dhabi Emirate via inland customs houses from Saudi Arabia and are destined for other 
UAE Emirates will pass customs clearance procedures in the Emirate of the final destination and therefore will not be included 
in Abu Dhabi statistics. The following are the metadata of the most important indicators of foreign trade:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total value 
of exports 
goods in 
current 
prices

It include goods (oil 
and non-oil) exports. 

That are entirely 
produced locally or 

in whose production 
process local 

resources are used 
and goods which 
imported and re-

exported as it is. Non-
oil exports through 

the ports of Abu 
Dhabi may include 

goods that were 
produced in other 

emirates in the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Total (oil exports, 
non-oil exports and 

re-exports)

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)

1. Item Type 
(oil, non-oil)

2. Harmonized 
System.

3. Classification 
Standard 
International 
Trade.

4. Broad 
Economic 
Categories 

1. Annually 

2. Monthly 

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Value of 
re-export 
of goods 
in current 

price

Re-exports represent 
goods that are 
imported from 

abroad, enter Abu 
Dhabi's customs and 

economic district 
and become part 
of the Emirate's 

merchandise balance. 
These goods are 

then re-exported as 
they are, without any 
modification, outside 

the Emirate.

 Total of re-exports 
represent goods that 

are imported from 
abroad, enter Abu 

Dhabi's customs and 
economic district 
and become part 
of the Emirate's 

merchandise balance. 
These goods are 

then re-exported as 
they are, without any 
modification, outside 

the Emirate.

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)

1. Harmonized 
System.

2. Classification 
Standard 
International 
Trade.

3. Broad 
Economic 
Categories 

1. Annually 

2. Monthly 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total value 
of imports 
of goods 
in current 

prices 

Imports are goods 
that enter Abu 

Dhabi’s customs and 
economic district 

from various parts of 
the world, excluding 
other emirates in the 
United Arab Emirates 
except oil, and receive 

customs clearance. 
Goods are considered 
imports regardless of 
whether they enter 
the Emirate directly 

or are retrieved from 
customs warehouses, 

temporary entry 
areas or free zones 
inside the country. 

These goods receive 
customs clearance 
in order to become 
part of Abu Dhabi’s 

merchandise balance.

 Total import values 
of goods except 

oil  that enter Abu 
Dhabi’s customs and 

economic district 
from various parts of 
the world, excluding 
other emirates in the 
United Arab Emirates

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)

1. Harmonized 
System.

2. Classification 
Standard 
International 
Trade.

3. Broad 
Economic 
Categories 

1. Annually 

2. Monthly 

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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1-5  Foreign Investment

Many Statistics centres are exerting more efforts in various statistical activities and performing many surveys and studies. In 
view of the importance and the buildup of statistical figures at the state level, there is greater interest in conducting numerous 
surveys covering economic and investment aspects in the state. This aims to assist in the understanding of the economic 
variables and phenomena, and to know about investment climates so as to be able to provide the necessary data, and put it in 
the service of data users and decision-makers. The survey of foreign investment is one of the important surveys carried out by 
the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD), which provides information on the total foreign investment, identifies its institutions 
by economic activities, and assists in understanding the priorities and reality of investment in the Emirate. It also informs 
the study of flows of foreign investment, improves the local business environment and creates a climate that attracts foreign 
investments.

Foreign trade statistics of SCAD covers:

• Identify the volume of different types of foreign investment in the country.

• identify the economic sectors and activities attracting foreign investment.

• Identify the most important characteristics of foreign investors and the size of their investments.

• Provide data and indicators that help decision makers.

• Provide data on the role of foreign investment in national economy.

The importance of a database on foreign investment in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi is due to the attractive nature of investment 
in the Emirate, the economic growth witnessed by the Emirate's economy, and the implications of this for investments; in 
general and foreign investment in particular. The importance of building a database on foreign investment is growing during 
this critical phase; as witnessed by the global economy, as well as the attempts of countries in the region, in particular, to attract 
foreign investment to their economies.

The Government of Abu Dhabi is taking steps to establish favourable conditions that will enhance investor confidence in the 
economy. A transparent tax structure with a supporting judicial system, investment encouraging business legislation and 
industrial zones enhance international investors’ perception about business opportunities in the Emirate. 

Abu Dhabi’s economic policy focuses on enhancing the business environment through legislative measures and the appropriate 
use of data sources and statistical information. By achieving this goal, Abu Dhabi will encourage both foreign and local investors 
to tap into investment opportunities. The investment climate may be enhanced through the achievement of a number of 
objectives that have been outlined under The Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030’s policy priorities

Foreign investment statistics aim to achieve many goals, most importantly, to:

• Build current and accurate data on the volume of foreign investment at the state level.

• Identify the impact of foreign investment on the national economy and its contribution to the completion of 
development, economic and social plans and programs.

• Provide decision makers in the state with modern and accurate data about the size of foreign investment size 
and flows.

• Distribute foreign investment according to economic activity.

• Identify the sources of foreign investment [by country of origin of these investments].

• Provide data on the impact of foreign investment on the national economy in the areas of employment, training, 
exports and technology transfer.

•  The database will provide the following:
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• Identify the size of incoming foreign capital into the economy of the emirate, and identify the volume of 
outgoing national capital.

• Provide the necessary data that will help policy-makers to take appropriate decisions that will attract more 
foreign investment.

• Help to attract more foreign investments and provide awareness about the attractive investment nature of the 
economy and economic growth in Abu Dhabi.

• Provide statistical information for users, researchers, and regional and international organizations and 
authorities.

The statistics available in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi help to prepare a more effective assessment of Abu Dhabi’s business 
environment in relation to the rest of the world in order to promote it as a global centre of business. Here is the descriptive 
information about the key indicators of foreign investment.

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Foreign 
Investment 

- inward 
stocks (AED)

Value of inward 
investment 

(including Foreign 
Direct Investment, 

Portfolio 
Investment, Other 

Investment) as 
at the end of the 

reference year

 Total value of inward 
investment (including 

Foreign Direct 
Investment, Portfolio 

Investment, Other 
Investment) as at the 
end of the reference 

year

United Arab 
Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Type of Foreign 
Investment - 
inward

2. Economic 
activity

3. Countries 
(investment 
source)

Annually
Sample 
Survey

 Growth rate 
of Foreign 

Investment 
- inward 
stocks 

The percentage 
change in the 
total value of 

inward investment 
including Foreign 
Direct Investment, 

Portfolio 
Investment, 

Other Investment 
between the end of 
the reference year 

and the comparison 
year.

Sum of value of 
inward investment 
including Foreign 
Direct Investment, 

Portfolio Investment, 
Other Investment for 

reference year divided 
by sum of value of 
inward investment 
including Foreign 
Direct Investment, 

Portfolio Investment, 
Other Investment 

for comparison year 
minus 1 multiply 

by100

 Percentage 

1. Type of Foreign 
Investment - 
inward

2. Economic 
activity

3. Countries 
(investment 
source)

Annually Other
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2 |  Business Sector Indicators
2-1  Common Indicators

Industry and business statistics are of paramount importance because they provide a broad database on many economic 
activities (industry, construction, wholesale and retail trade, repairing services, transport, storage, services, media and 
communications, banks and financial institutions). They reflect the evolution of societies. Therefore, the Government of Abu 
Dhabi has paid much attention to these activities. Hence the interest of SCAD in providing a database that serves decision 
makers and users of this data.

This database is divided into two parts, according to the source: the first part is the data that is collected from the results of the 
annual economic field surveys, while the second part is compiled from various administrative records of foreign governmental 
and quasi-governmental agencies, which produce data on these activities. They aim to identify the properties of activities of 
the entities operating in the emirate and to provide the necessary basic data and information about them, in order to prepare a 
set of the most important statistical indicators, especially national accounts indicators, in addition to the statistics of economic 
activities themselves.

Business statistics aim to describe the structure, specifications and performance of the business sector of the economy and 
its various sectors. Therefore, they are an important source of information for policy makers and the business community. 
They support decision making based on facts. From a statistical perspective, business statistics provide a good basis for the 
compilation of national accounts.

Policy makers use business statistics to build strategies for the development of economic and social fields, and to monitor and 
evaluate the programs implemented. Business statistics meet the growing need for analysis of global, regional and national 
competitiveness at the sector level. They are also used to monitor the performance of industry and services sectors in terms 
of productivity. Business statistics are also used to assist in the evaluation of growth-enhancing procedures and the policies 
that impact on the business climate for companies, and the identification of appropriate support and funding mechanisms. 
Business statistics include many key indicators which are necessary for the analysis of economic developments and formulating 
the overall monetary and economic policy.

Modern information and indicators for business sector have an important impact on the global markets and the decisions taken 
by governments, central banks and business leaders. Moreover, through business statistics and key indicators, comparisons can 
be made between different economies and between the stages of the economy itself over time.

Statistics Centre Abu Dhabi is committed to the production of reliable data that can be easily accessed by policy makers

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi, being the agency responsible for official statistics in Abu Dhabi, has developed a statistical system 
to produce reliable indicators of industry and business in time in order to measure the sustainability of the Abu Dhabi economy. 
A sustainable system has been prepared for collecting economic and other statistics in order to be used to evaluate the 
performance of the Emirate's economy. In addition to the data produced by the Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi from administrative 
sources, the results of the annual economic surveys provide a useful set of economic indicators to measure the growth and 
efficiency of the Abu Dhabi economy. Industry and business data are published in several forms, including tables, reports, 
indicators and different releases from SCAD. Publication is performed in different ways, including hard copies, electronic copies 
or on the website. The following is descriptive information for the key common indicators of economic sectors:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
establishments

Number of 
economic 

establishments

Total number 
of economic 

establishments
Number

1. Economic 
activity

2. Legal Entity

3. Small and 
Medium 
Establish-
ment

Annually
Survey and 

Administrative 
Records

Total output 
(in current 

price)

The total output 
for economic 

activities is include 
of all goods or 

services that are 
produced within an 
establishment that 
become available 

for use outside 
that establishment, 
plus any goods and 
services produced 
for own final use.

Total output 
for economic 

activities

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)

1.  Economic 
activity

2. Small and 
Medium 
Establish-
ment

Annually
Survey and 

Administrative 
Records

Total number 
of employees

 The average 
number of 

employees in the 
establishment. 

Including all 
paid employees 
including those 

who are on 
leave, training or 

scholarships 

Total number 
of employees 
for economic 

activities 

Number

1. Economic 
activity

2. Small and 
Medium 
Establish-
ment

3. Citizenship 

4. Gender

Annually
Survey and 

Administrative 
Records

Compensation 
of employees 
per employee 

The employee share 
of compensation 

(wages and salaries 
In cash, payments 
in kind and social 

benefits) 

Total 
compensation 
of employees 
for economic 

activities divided 
by total number 

of employees 
for economic 

activities

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)

 Economic 
activity

Annually Other

Note: There are other common indicators within business sector, but they are not in the table because they are mentioned 
within National Statistics Indicators.



Statistical Indicators Guide

67

2-2  Transport

Transportation is one of the most cutting-edge industries that make an effective contribution to finding the temporal and 
spatial point for goods and services. Therefore, transport plays a major role in the development process and constitutes 
the most important element in the infrastructure of the economy. Transport helps to expand the market for commodities 
and services, and thereby contributes to the optimal utilization of human and material resources. Therefore, the Abu Dhabi 
government has paid increasing attention to transport activity, leading to the innovation of new means of transport that keep 
pace with the urban, cultural and economic development in the emirate, by updating the existing infrastructure to ensure 
the improvement of the means of linkage between the various parts of the emirate and the global markets. The following is 
descriptive information for the most important indicators of transport:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total quantity 
of air transport, 

freight 

Total volume of air 
cargo

Total volume of air cargo Ton _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of air 
transport arrival 

passengers

Total number of 
passengers carried 

by air transport

Total number of air 
transport passengers

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
air transport 

departure 
passengers

Number of 
passengers 

departing by air.

Total number of 
passengers departing 

by air 
Number _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average pump 
price for diesel 

fuel at gas stations

Average annual 
price of diesel at 

gas stations

Average annual price of 
diesel at gas stations 

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)
_ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average pump 
price for gasoline 

at gas stations

Average annual 
price of gasoline at 

gas stations

Average annual price 
of gasoline at the gas 

stations

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)
_ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total length roads, 
total network, 
external roads

 Length of foreign 
roads

Total length of foreign 
roads 

km _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total length roads, 
total network, 
internal roads

Length of internal 
roads in Abu Dhabi 

region

Total length of internal 
roads in Abu Dhabi 

region.
km Region Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
vehicles per 

kilometer 

Number of vehicles 
by length of roads 

(external and 
internal).

Total number of vehicles 
divided by length of 
roads (external and 

internal).

Vehicle  
per km

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
vehicles (per 1,000 

people)

Number of vehicles 
in Abu Dhabi 

divided by total 
population of the 

Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi multiply by 

1000

Total number of 
vehicles in the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi divided 
by population of the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi 

multiply by 1000

Vehicles per 
1,000 people

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Vessel turnaround 
times

Vessel turnaround 
times the total 
times spent by 

the vessels when 
entering the port 

until the departure 
out 

 Total turnaround hours 
divided by total number 
of vessels divided by 24

Hour _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of vessels 
arrived

Number of vessels 
at the Abu Dhabi 

ports in the 
reference period 

(year)

Total number of vessels 
in the port

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
containers 

handled

 Number of 
containers typical 

incoming and 
outgoing

Total number of 
containers (incoming 

plus outcoming)
Number _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Break bulk cargo; 
bulk cargo

Total of incoming 
and outgoing bluk

Total amount of bulk 
cargo (incoming plus 

outcoming)
Ton _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

2-3  Tourism

Abu Dhabi is witnessing a large and diverse tourist boom that aims to develop the Emirate to an advanced position on the 
world tourism map because of the importance of this sector for the support and diversification of the economy; in turn, driving 
the growth and activation of the other areas. The features of this tourist boom have begun to show up clearly. The tourism 
sector in the Emirate has witnessed significant growth and development in the past few years. This sector also possesses high-
end competitive characteristics and capabilities, and is achieving increasing economic returns. The following is descriptive 
information of the most important tourism indicators:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
guests

The number of 
registered guest 

arrivals (checked-
in) including those 

who occupied 
complimentary or non-

revenue generating 
rooms either for day-
stay or overnight stay 

Total number of 
guests for hotel 

establishments in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate

Number
1. Citizenship

2. Classification
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average length 
of stay

Average length of stay 
in hotel establishments

The total number of 
guest nights divided 

by the number of 
guests during the 
reference period 

(night, month, and 
year).

Night
1. Citizenship

2. Classification
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Hotel room 
occupancy rate

 Number of rooms 
used daily including 
complimentary and 
house use of total 

available rooms

Total rooms 
occupied divided by 
total rooms available 

multiply by 100

Percentage
1. Region 

2. month
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total revenue 
of hotel 

establishments 
(hotels 

and hotel 
apartments)

The revenue generated 
by the hotels from all 

its operation including 
service charge and 

taxes.

Total revenues of 
hotel establishments 

(hotels and hotel 
apartments) in the 

Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi AED 1 million

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

Month Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of hotel 

establishments

Total number of hotel 
establishments (hotels 
and hotel apartments) 
in Abu Dhabi Emirate

Total number of 
hotel establishments 

in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

Number

1. Region

2. Type of  
establish-
ment   

Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
rooms

The total hotel room 
inventory or hotel 

room capacity which 
include all rooms that 
are available for sale, 
out-of-order rooms, 

out-of-service rooms 
and those utilized for 

house use

Total number of 
rooms for hotel 

establishments in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate

Number
Type of 

establishment 
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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2-4  Capital Markets

Brokerage is one of the important productive activities that play a vital role in the process of economic growth in the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi, and it is one of the driving activities for the rest of the economic activities. The following table contains the 
metadata of the most important indicators of brokerage activity, which include statistics from a survey of banks and financial 
institutions, in addition to the main Abu Dhabi Securities Market indicators. The following is descriptive information for the 
most important capital markets indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
listed domestic 

companies

The total number 
of domestic public 

shareholding companies 
or parties whose securities 
are listed in the Abu Dhabi 
Securities Exchange Market 

Number of domestic 
companies

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
listed foreign 

companies

The total number of foreign 
public shareholding 
companies or parties 

whose securities are listed 
in the Abu Dhabi Securities 

Exchange Market. 

Number of foreign 
companies

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Market 
capitalization 

It is the market value of 
the subscribed shares and 

is equal to closing price 
multiplied by the number of 
outstanding shares devided 
by gross domestic product - 

GDP at current prices.

It is equal to closing 
price multiply by 

the number of 
outstanding shares 

divided by gross 
domestic product 
- GDP at current 

prices.

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)
_ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Market 
capitalization 

value as a 

percentage of 
gross domestic 

product in 
current prices

It is the market value of 
the subscribed shares and 

is equal to closing price 
multiplied by the number of 
outstanding shares divided 
by gross domestic product - 

GDP at current prices.

Total value of shares 
traded multiplied 

by  the closing price 
during the reference 

period divided by 
gross domestic 

product (GDP) at 
current prices.

Percentage _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Shares value 
traded 

Total value of shares traded 
during the refernce period.

Total value of shares 
traded during the 
refernce period.

United Arab 
Emirates 

Dirham (AED)
_ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Percentage of 
shares value 

traded to gross 
domestic 

product in 
current prices

Total value of shares traded 
during the refernce period 
divided by GDP at current 

prices.

Total value of shares 
traded during the 
reference period 
divided by gross 

domestic product 
(GDP) at current 

prices.

Percentage _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Shares 
Turnover Ratio 

(%)

Number of domestic traded 
shares divided by number of 

domestic issued shares. 

The total number 
of domestic traded 
shares divided by 

number of domestic 
issued shares

Percentage _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Abu Dhabi 
Securities 
Exchange 

(ADX) INDEX 

Index measures the case of 
investment in the market at 

a point.

Total free stock 
multiply by closing 

price or price during 
the trading session 

divided by the 
number of local 

companies

Point _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

2-5  Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

In order to keep up with the technological revolution, and given the increasing importance enjoyed by ICT activity in all areas of 
life, Abu Dhabi Government has launched an ambitious national strategy to advance development efforts in ICT infrastructure, 
and to encourage domestic and foreign investment in the cutting-edge technology sector. The following is descriptive 
information for the most important ICT indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
fixed-line 
telephone 

subscribers 
per 100 
people

Fixed telephone lines refer to 
telephone lines connecting a 

customer’s terminal equipment (e.g. 
telephone set, facsimile machine) 
to the public switched telephone 
network (PSTN) and which have 
a dedicated port on a telephone 

exchange.

Number of 
telephone 

lines divided 
population 
multiply by 

100

Subscriber 
per 100 
person 

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number 
of mobile 

cellular 
subscriptions 

per 100 
people

Mobile cellular subscribers refer 
to users of portable telephones 

subscribing to an automatic public 
mobile telephone service using 

cellular technology, which provides 
access to the PSTN. Users of both 

post-paid subscriptions and pre-paid 
accounts are included (subscribers 

per 100 people)

Total number 
of mobile 

cellular 
subscribers 

divided 
by total 

population 
multiply by 

100

Subscriber 
per 100 
person 

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Mobile 
cellular 

prepaid tariff 
(AED per 
month)

The mobile tariff is calculated based 
on using (100 minutes per month)

The value will 
be taken as 
is from the 

source

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Fixed line 
telephone 

tariff 

The monthly rental fees of fixed line 
telephone service 

The value of 
the indicator 

taken as is 
from the 
source

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Consumer 
fixed 

broadband 
internet

access tariff 

The broadband Internet access 
tariff for persons includes the 

components of the tariff for the 
line monthly rental fees, line usage 

charges and internet access charges 
in dirhams. (256 kbps)

The value of 
the indicator 

taken as is 
from the 
source

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED) 

Consumer  

Business Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Internet 
subscribers 

per 100 
people

An Internet subscriber is someone 
who pays for access to the public 

internet (a TCP/ IP connection). The 
statistic is measured irrespective 

of the type or speed of access, the 
type of device used to access the 

internet, or the method of payment. 
(subscribers per 100 people)

Total number 
of internet 
subscribers 
divided by 
population 
multiply by 

100

Subscriber 
per 100 
person 

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Fixed 
broadband 
subscribers 

per 100 
people

Broadband subscribers per 100 
inhabitants a broadband internet 
subscriber is someone who pays 

for high-speed access to the public 
internet tcp/ip connection. High 
speed access is defined as being 

equal to, or greater than 256 kbit/s, 
as the sum of the capacity in both 

directions. The statistic is measured 
irrespective of the type of access, or 

the type of device used to access the 
internet, or the method of payment. 

Number of 
subscribers 
in services 
broadband 
divided by 
population 
multiply by 

100

Subscriber 
per 100 
person 

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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2-6  Other (Business Environment and Other Activities)

The Emirate of Abu Dhabi has been characterized in recent years by an investment experience which made it a destination for 
major global companies. The government policies have been in agreement with the private sector's efforts. In light of the wise 
government policies and in order to strengthen the bonds of this partnership, Abu Dhabi’s government has adopted a long-
term plan to facilitate the process of economic transformation of the Emirate in order to create an ideal business environment, 
reduce dependence on the oil sector and focus on a knowledge-based economy. The Emirate of Abu Dhabi has progressed a 
long way along this course, so we can say that the development and prosperity enjoyed by the Emirate at present is due to the 
ideal business environment.

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
business 
licenses

Number of businesses 
licenses In Abu Dhabi 

Emirate.

Total number of 
businesses licenses In Abu 

Dhabi Emirate.
Number

1. New

2. Renewed

3. Canceled

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Imports of 
economic 

activities as 
percentage 

of total 
imports

Value of imports of 
specific activity of total 
imports of Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Value of imports divided 
by (total imports)Abu 

Dhabi Emirate multiply 
by 100

Percentage
Economic 

Activity
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Exports of 
economic 

activities as 
percentage 
of total non 
oil exports

Value of exports of 
specific activity of total 
non oil exports of Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Value of exports divided 
by total non oil exports 

multiply by 100
Percentage

Economic 
Activity

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
building 
permit 
issues

Number of permit 
issues for all the 
municipalities 

Total number of 
permit issues for all the 

municipalities
Number

1. Usage Type

2. Permit Type
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Gap 
between 

supply and 
demand of 
residential 

units in Abu 
Dhabi 

The gap between 
supply and demand of 
residential units in Abu 

Dhabi excluding the 
outliers: luxury units 

and labor camps

Total number of gap 
between supply and 

demand of residential 
units in Abu Dhabi 

excluding the outliers: 
luxury units and labor 

camps

Number _ Annually Other

Number of 
building 

completion 

Number of buildings 
and residential units 

that issued completion 
license by the 

municipality in Abu 
Dhabi emirate

Total number of building 
and residential units 

completion 
Number

1. Usage Type

2. Region
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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CHAPTER THREE
Agricultural and Environmental
Statistics

03
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1 |  Agricultural Indicators
The agricultural sector mainly contributes to the achievement of food security and stimulates other economic activities related 
to them. Agricultural statistics have been designed to monitor the production and supply in agricultural products and the 
income earned in the agricultural sector. Over the years, the agricultural statistics sector has been expanded to cover the 
information on the size of agricultural property, the proceeds of land use, statistics of crops, irrigation, livestock numbers, 
employment, prices of agricultural products, fertilizers, food security and safety, as well as the numbers of livestock, animal 
production farms, health of animals, the use of agricultural pesticides and other agricultural inputs.

Agricultural statistical indicators provide the necessary support during the stage of planning, decision-making and making 
agricultural policies to develop the sector, which is one of the important strategic sectors of the emirate. Its primary role is to 
provide food security based on food safety and quality standards, and to promote the adoption of new agricultural practices, 
promotion of agricultural marketing opportunities stage, and reduction of food production costs.

Indicators of agricultural statistics include statistical data that describe the current situation, as well as the 
development, management and analysis of agriculture. These indicators are used in the development of annual and 
long-term plans to support the advancement of the agricultural sector. SCAD produces the indicators of agricultural 
statistics that contribute to agricultural policy formulation and monitoring of the real situation of the sector. SCAD is 
working to:

• Coordinate efforts to produce agricultural statistics indicators in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and integrate the 
data received from various sources.

• Provide indicators to develop the agricultural sector and its sustainability to achieve the goals of economic 
development.

• Provide indicators related to the agricultural sector to support the agricultural strategy in the emirate, support 
agricultural investment and raise agricultural production.

• Provide livestock statistics indicators.

• Provide fisheries statistics indicators.

• Provide food security statistics indicators (food budget).

• Apply statistical quality elements to data to ensure the quality of agricultural statistical indicators.

• Issue agricultural indicators using means of publication systems and tools that are approved in SCAD.

The list of agricultural statistical indicators includes the agricultural sector activities, covering the following topics:

• Plant Production.

• Livestock.

• Fisheries.

• Food Budget

1-1  Plant Production

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) is working on the production of vegetable statistics indicators based on data from 
administrative sources. The Centre follows international standards and classifications for the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) in supporting the parties to develop necessary data collection operations for the preparation of agricultural indicators 
in line with Abu Dhabi's requirements. The relevant authorities conduct agricultural surveys and censuses according to 
international recommendations in line with the Emirate's needs, and through the necessary technical support provided by SCAD 
for concerned entities. The implementation of censuses and surveys is based on FAO global programme for agricultural census 
for 2020, depending on the document issued by FAO "Integrated Agricultural Census System and Surveys - Global Programme 
for Agricultural Census 2020", which includes general guidance on the methodology of implementation of censuses between 
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2016 and 2025, and recommends conducting an agricultural census every 10 years. The main definitions and classifications of 
agricultural statistics are in line with the main standards of FAO, and accordingly they are comparable with the United Nations 
concepts and the European Union’s statistics.

The sources of information used in the production of vegetable statistics indicators are collected through the agricultural 
census and sample surveys and through the administrative data provided by various authorities and agencies by benefiting 
from their administrative records.

Statistics Centre-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) depends primarily - in the production of plant statistics indicators regarding the structure 
of plant holdings - on the administrative data issued by the Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority, for the number of agricultural 
holdings by region in the emirate, and uses of agricultural land, as well as cultivated area and quantity and value of agricultural 
production depending on the type of crop. It also provides data on irrigation method and source and the data for agricultural 
loans, using agricultural holdings (farm) as a statistical unit, and also though the use of the FAO classification system as included 
in the document on Global Programme for Agricultural Census 2020. The Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi data provides 
data on forests and agricultural wells, while Al Foa Company provides data on date production. The following is descriptive 
information of the most important indicators of plant production:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
plant holdings

Number of plant holdings 
which contain vegetable 

crops or field crops or fruit 
trees or all of them. The 
holding should meet all 

conditions of plant holding 
(in terms of the minimum 

size).

Total number of 
plant holdings 

Number

1. Region

2. Area 
Category 

3. Holdings 
Status

4. Soil salinity 
categories

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Area of plant 
holdings

Area of holding is the area 
of all the land making up 

the agricultural holding. It 
includes all land operated 

by the holding without 
regard to Location or legal 
form. Thus, land owned by 
members of a household 

but rented to others should 
not be included in the area 
of the holding. Conversely, 

land not owned by 
members of a household 

but rented from others for 
agricultural production 

purposes should be 
included in the holding 

area. 

Total area of plant 
holdings 

Donum

1. Region

2. Area 
Category 

3. Holdings 
Status

4. Land Use

5. Soil salinity 
categories

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
fruit trees

Number of fruit trees these 
trees are permanent crops 

and do not need to be 
replanted annually.

Total number of 
fruit trees

Number
1. Type of trees

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Crop area of 
fruit trees

Crop area of fruit trees 
these trees are permanent 
crops and do not need to 

be replanted annually.

Total crop area of 
fruit trees 

Donum
1. Type of trees

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
forest trees

Number of forest trees 
(permanent) Number of 

trees in land with trees of 
height 5 meters or more 

(hight in Abu Dhabi is less 
than 5 meters) with crown 
cover of more than 10%.. 

It includes natural and 
plantation forest trees.

Total number of 
forest trees

Number
1. Type of trees

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Area of forest 
trees

Area under forest trees, 
land with trees of height 
5 meters or more (In Abu 

Dhabi emirat the hight less 
than 5 meters) with crown 
cover of more than 10%, It 
includes land with natural 

and plantation forests.

Total area of forest 
trees 

Donum
1. Type of trees

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Crop area of 
field crops

Cultivated area of field 
crops. Land under 

temporary crops, with a 
less than one year growing 
cycle; that is, they must be 
newly sown or planted for 

further production after the 
harvest.

Total crop area of 
field crops 

Donum
1. Type of crop

2. Region
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Crop area of 
vegetables 

crop

Crop area of vegetables of 
crop, It refers to all exposed 
and covered land used for 

vegetables crops of less 
than one-year growing 

cycle. 

Total crop area of 
vegetables crops 
in opened field 

plus crop area of 
vegetables crops 
under protective 

cover 

Donum

1. Type of crop

2. Region

3. Type of 
Plantation

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Quantity of 
production of 

agricultural 
crops

Quantity of production of 
agricultural crops which 

includes field crops, trees 
crops and vegetables crops 
in opened field and under 

protective cover.

Total quantity 
of production 
of field crops 
plus quantity 
of production 
of trees crops 

plus quantity of 
production of 

vegetables crops 
in opened field 
plus quantity of 
production of 

vegetables crops 
under protective 

cover 

Ton

1. Type of crop

2. Region

3. Type of 
Plantation

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Value of 
production of 

agricultural 
crops

Value of production which 
includes field crops, trees 

crops and vegetables crops 
in opened field and under 

protective cover.

Total value of 
production of field 

crops plus value 
of production 
of trees crops 
plus value of 

production of 
vegetables crops 
in opened field 

plus value of 
production of 

vegetables crops 
under protective 

cover 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Type of crop

2. Region

3. Type of 
Plantation

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
greenhouses 

productive and 
nonproductive

Number of greenhouses 
productive and non 

productive, greenhouses 
are structures with a 

roof of glass, plastic or 
other material used for 

protecting crops against 
the weather, pests or 

diseases. Such structures 
may be used for growing 
temporary or permanent 

crops. Typical crops grown 
are vegetables, herbs and 

flowers. 

Total number 
of greenhouses 
productive and 
nonproductive

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Area of 
greenhouses 

productive and 
nonproductive

Area of greenhouses 
productive and 

nonproductive cropped 
land under protective 

cover is land under 
permanent structures with 

a roof of glass, plastic or 
other material used for 

protecting crops against 
the weather, pests or 

diseases. Such structures 
may be used for growing 
temporary or permanent 

crops. Typical crops grown 
are vegetables, herbs and 

flowers.

Total area of 
greenhouses 

productive and 
nonproductive 

Donum Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total irrigated 
area

Irrigated areas refers to 
the land that deliberately 

supplied with water 
excluding rain in order to 
improve crop production 
and increase pasture area.

Total area of 
irrigated areas 

Donum

1. Type of 
irrigation 
system

2. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Agricultural 
producers 
price index

Agricultural producers 
price index in the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi, measures 

average changes in 
agricultural production 
prices according to the 

refinance year

Comparative 
period prices in 
relation to base 

period prices 
multiplied by 
proportional 

weight of 
commodity or 
goods groups 

throughout the 
base periods 

(Laspeyres 
equation).

Point _
1. Annually

2. Monthly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
agricultural 

wells

Number of agricultural 
Wells that is used to irrigate 

crops in agricultural 
production. Wells used in 
non-agricultural purposes 
such as drinking wells and 

others are excluded.

Total number of 
agriculture wells 

workings and not 
workings

Number

1. Region

2. Average of 
wells depth

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Value of loans 
given to the 

farmers

Value of loans given to the 
farmers by type of services, 
or supports like irrigation 
system to the holdings or 

other services.

Total value of 
loans given to the 

farmers 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Quantity of 
chemicals used

Quantity of chemicals 
(pesticides) used, 

(Pesticide/ chemical: 
substances intended to 
repel, mitigate, control 
or destroy diseases and 
pests in plants and to 
prevent any harm to 

agricultural commodity 
during production, storage, 
transport, processing and 

marketing etc...

Total quantity of 
chemicals used 

Ton

1. Region

2. Type of 
chemical

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Value of 
chemicals used

Value of chemicals 
(pesticides), (Pesticide/ 
chemical: substances 

intended to repel, mitigate, 
control or destroy diseases 

and pests in plants and 
to prevent any harm to 
agricultural commodity 

during production, storage, 
transport, processing and 

marketing etc...

Total value of 
chemicals used 
in agriculture 

holdings 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Region

2. Type of 
chemical

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
labors in plant 

holdings 
(farms)

Number of labors who 
work or worked in the 

agricultural holding (farms) 
during the reference year. 

Total number of 
labors who work 

or worked in plant 
holdings

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
plant holdings 

(farms) 
covered by 

government 
support

Number of plant holdings 
(farms) covered by 

government support of 
services, like irrigation 

system to the holdings or 
other services

Total number of 
(farms) covered 
by government 

support

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Area of plant 
holdings 
(farms) 

covered by 
government 

support

Area of plant holdings 
(farms) covered by 

government support and 
by type of services, like 
irrigation system to the 

holdings or other services 

Total area of 
(farms) covered 
by government 

support by type of 
service 

Donum Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
plant holdings 

(farms) 
that have 

membership 
in Farmers 

Service Center 
(FSC)

Number of plant 
holdings (farms) that 

have membership in FSC, 
these holdings have an 

agricultural records and can 
be send products to FSC

Total number of 
plant holdings 

(farms) that have 
membership in fsc 

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total value of 
agricultural 
goods and 

foods foreign 
trade

Total value of imports of 
agricultural goods and 

foods through the ports 
of Abu Dhabi plus the 

total value of exports of 
agricultural goods and 

foods locally produced, or 
which use local resources 
in the production process 

and exported through 
the ports of Abu Dhabi 
plus the total value of 

re-exports of agricultural 
goods and foods which 

are imported from abroad, 
enter Abu Dhabi's customs 

and economic district 
and become part of the 
Emirate's merchandise 
balance. These goods 

are then re-exported as 
they are, without any 

modification, outside the 
emirate

Total value 
of imports of 
agricultural 

goods and foods 
plus total value 

of exports of 
agricultural goods 
and foods locally 

produced, or 
which use local 

resources in 
the production 

process and 
exported plus 
total value of 
re-exports of 

agricultural goods 
and foods 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Value import

2. Value export

3. Value  
re-export

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total quantity 
of agricultural 

fertilizers 
foreign trade

Total quantity of imports 
of agricultural fertilizers 

through the ports of Abu 
Dhabi, in addition to the 
total quantity of exports 
of agricultural fertilizers 

locally produced, or which 
use local resources in 

the production process 
and exported through 

the ports of Abu Dhabi, 
in addition to the total 
quantity of re-exports 

of agricultural fertilizers 
which are imported from 

abroad, enter Abu Dhabi's 
customs and economic 

district and become part of 
the Emirate's merchandise 
balance. These agricultural 

fertilizers are then re-
exported as they are, 

without any modification, 
outside the emirate 

Total quantity 
of imports of 
agricultural 

fertilizers plus 
total quantity 
of exports of 
agricultural 

fertilizers locally 
produced, or 

which use local 
resources in 

the production 
process and 

exported plus 
total quantity 
of re-exports 

of agricultural 
fertilizers 

Ton

1. Quantity 
import

2. Quantity 
export

3. Quantity  
re-export

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total value of 
agricultural 

fertilizers 
foreign trade

Total value of imports 
of agricultural fertilizers 

through the ports of Abu 
Dhabi, in addition to the 

total value of exports 
of agricultural fertilizers 

locally produced, or which 
use local resources in the 
production process and 

exported through the ports 
of Abu Dhabi, in addition to 
the total value of re-exports 

of agricultural fertilizers 
which are imported from 

abroad, enter Abu Dhabi's 
customs and economic 

district and become part of 
the Emirate's merchandise 
balance. These agricultural 

fertilizers are then re-
exported as they are, 

without any modification, 
outside the emirate 

Total value 
of imports of 
agricultural 

fertilizers Plus 
total value 

of exports of 
agricultural 

fertilizers locally 
produced, or 

which use local 
resources in 

the production 
process and 

exported plus 
total value of 
re-exports of 
agricultural 

fertilizers 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Value import

2. Value export

3. Value  
re-export

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total value of 
agricultural 
pesticides 

foreign trade

Total value of imports of 
agricultural pesticides 

(The term "pesticides" Are 
substances intended to 

prevent, disease or control 
in plants disease and 

pests,...) through the ports 
of Abu Dhabi, in addition 

to the total value of exports 
of agricultural pesticides 

locally produced, or which 
use local resources in the 
production process and 

exported through the ports 
of Abu Dhabi, in addition to 
the total value of re-exports 

of agricultural pesticides 
which are imported from 

abroad, enter Abu Dhabi's 
customs and economic 

district and become part of 
the Emirate's merchandise 
balance. These agricultural 

pesticides are then re-
exported as they are, 

without any modification, 
outside the emirate 

Total value 
of imports of 
agricultural 

pesticides plus 
total value 

of exports of 
agricultural 

pesticides locally 
produced, or 

which use local 
resources in 

the production 
process and 

exported plus 
total value of 
re-exports of 
agricultural 
pesticides 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Value import

2. Value export

3. Value  
re-export

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of food 

commodities 
shipments 
imported

Number of food 
commodities shipments 
imported to Abu Dhabi 
Emirate through airport, 
sea ports and land ports.

Total number of 
food commodities 

shipments 
imported

Number Type of port Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

1-2  Livestock

Statistics Centre-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) provides livestock indicators, particularly livestock numbers, size of animal production in 
commercial farms, and animal health data. SCAD uses the concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies contained in 
the census booklet issued by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and associated concepts, definitions and statistical 
classifications used in the production of livestock indicators issued by FAO in the rating process. It uses the possession of 
livestock (Homestead), as well as commercial farms specialized in the breeding of all kinds of poultry and cattle as statistical 
counting units. Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority provides data on the number of livestock by genre, gender, region, as well 
as data on commercial farms by genre. It also provides data on the numbers of slaughtered camels, while municipalities are 
responsible for providing data on the estimates of productivity of slaughtered animals. The following is descriptive information 
for the most important livestock indicators:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
livestock 
holdings

Number of animal holdings, 
which contains one type 

of animals or more, which 
includes (cows or camels or 
goats or sheep or domestic 

animals). and meet all 
conditions of animal holding 

(in terms of number of 
animals).

Total number of 
livestock holdings

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
livestock

Number of livestock wich 
includes cows, sheep, 

goats, camels and domestic 
animals by type.

Total number 
of livestock 

(cattle, sheep, 
goats, camels 
and domestic 

animals)

Number

1. Type of 
animal

2. Sex of 
animal

3. Age Class  
of animal

4. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of treated 

animals

Number of Treated of large 
Animals by Type 

Total number of 
treated animals, 
accepted birds

Number

1. Type of 
animal

2. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
vaccinated 

animals

Number of vaccinated 
animals against and to 
control from diseases 

Total number 
of vaccinated 

animals 
Number

1. Type of 
animal

2. Region

Annually
Admin-
strative 
Records

Number 
of animals 

slaughtered 

Number of animals 
slaughtered in the country. 
Meat production, covers all 
animals of indigenous and 

foreign origin that were 
slaughtered, animals include 

sheep, goats, cattle and 
camels.

Total number 
of animals 

slaughtered 
by type which 
include (cattle, 
sheep, goats, 

camels)

Number

1. Type of 
animal

2. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Quantity 
of meat 

produced

Quantity of meat produced, 
meat can be defined as 

"the flesh of animals used 
for food". In the statistical 

language, meat is intended 
to be with bone-in, unless 
otherwise stated, and to 

exclude meat unfit for 
human consumption. From 
the term "meat" are to be 
excluded edible offal and 

slaughtered fats.

Total quantity of 
meat produced 

Ton

1. Type of 
animal

2. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Value of meat 
produced

Value of meat produced after 
slaughtered, meat which 
defined as "the flesh of 

animals used for food". In the 
statistical language, meat is 
intended to be with bone-
in, unless otherwise stated, 
and to exclude meat unfit 
for human consumption. 

From the term "meat" are to 
be excluded edible offal and 

slaughtered fats. animals 
include sheep, goats, cattle 

and camels.

Total value of 
meat produced 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Type of 
animal

2. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of labors 
in animal 
holdings

Number of labors in animal 
holdings (Traditional 

Holdings) with in reference 
year.

Total number 
of labors in 

animal holdings, 
accept labors in 

commercial farms

Number Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
commercial 

farms

Number of commercial farms 
this include cattle farms, 

broiler farms and layer and 
parents farms

Total number of 
commercial farms 

Number Type of Farm Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Area of 
commercial 

farms

Area of pens which used for 
cattle and poultry breedings 

by type

Total area of 
cattle farms and 
farms of broiler, 

layer and parents.

 m² Type of Farm Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

 Capacity of 
commercial 

farms

Maximum number of chicks 
and number of cattle can be 

kept in the farm

 Total farm 
capacity of 

cattle farms and 
farm capacity of 
broiler, layer and 

parents.

Number Type of Farm Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of cattle in 

commercial 
cattle farms

Number of cattle in 
commercial cattle (not 

include the cattle in 
Traditional Holdings)

Total number 
of cattle in 

commercial farms 
Number

1. Age Classes

2. Sex
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Quantity of 
production 

from 
commercial 

farms

Livestock production of 
cattle farms, broiler farms 

and layer and parents farms, 
production includes milk of 
cows, chicken meats, layer, 
hatchery eggs and quantity 

of manure.

Total quantity 
of livestock 

production of 
cattle farms, 

broiler, layer and 
parents farms.

Ton

1. Type of 
Farm

2. Type of 
Production

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Value of 
production 

from 
commercial 

farms

Value of livestock production 
of cattle farms, broiler farms 
and layer and parents farms, 
production includes milk of 
cows, chicken meats, layer, 
hatchery eggs and quantity 

of manure.

Total value 
of livestock 

production of 
cattle farms, 

broiler, layer and 
parents farms.

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Type of 
Farm

2. Type of 
Production

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Quantity 
of physical 

inputs used 
for livestock 

production in 
commercial 

farms

Quantity of physical 
inputs used (quantity of 

intermediate goods used 
in the production process), 
for livestock production in 
commercial farms which 

include broiler farms, layer 
farms, parents farms and 
cattle farms in Emirate of 

Abu Dhabi

Total quantity 
physical inputs 
used of cattle 
farms, broiler 

farms, layer farms, 
parents farms

Ton

1. Type of 
Farm

2. Type of 
Physical 
Inputs Used

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Value of 
physical 

inputs used 
for livestock 

production in 
commercial 

farms

Value of physical inputs used 
(value of intermediate goods 

used in the production 
process), for livestock 

production in commercial 
farms which include broiler 
farms, layer farms, parents 
farms and cattle farms in 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi

Total value of 
physical inputs 
used of cattle 
farms, broiler 

farms, layer farms, 
parents farms 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Type of 
Farm

2. Type of 
Physical 
Inputs Used

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Value of paid 
capital in 

commercial 
farms

Value of paid capital in 
commercial farms which 

include broiler farms, layer 
farms, parents farms and 

cattle farms.

Total value of 
paid capital by 

type of farm 
in cattle farms, 
broiler farms, 
layer farms, 

parents farms  

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Type of 
Farm

2. Nationality 
of holder

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Value of 
compensation 
of employees 
in commercial 

farms

Value of compensation of 
employees (it refers to all 

salaries and wages paid to 
employees of the holding 
in form of cash or in-kind 

benefits during the reference 
period.) In commercial farms 
which include broiler farms, 

layer farms, parents farms 
and cattle farms.

Total value of 
compensation 
of employees 

in cattle farms, 
broiler farms, 
layer farms, 

parents farms  

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Type of 
Farm

2. Kind of 
Activity

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

1-3  Fisheries

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) uses concepts, definitions and statistical techniques that exist in FAO’s Brochure On 
Agricultural Census. SCAD adopts the international classifications referred to in brochure on the collection of inland fishery and 
coastal wealth statistics 2004.

The indicators cove fisheries whose data are collected from administrative records, and from the database of Environment 
Agency - Abu Dhabi. SCAD provides the statistics indicators for specialized fisheries statistics, including the quantity and value 
of fish caught in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi according to the main fish families, location of the landing, month, type of boat and 
way of fishing. It also provides the number of trips indicator by month, landing site and number of fishermen and fishing boats 
in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The following is descriptive information of the most important indicators of Fisheries:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Quantity 
of fish 
catch

Quantity of fish catch for 
commercial purposes 

Total quantity of 
fish catch 

Ton

1. Major fish 
families

2. Month

3. Landing Site

4. Type of boat

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Value of 
fish catch

Value of fish catch for 
commercial purposes 

Total value of 
fish catch 

United Arab 
Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Major fish 
families

2. Landing Site

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of fishing 

trips

Total number of fishing trip by 
using tarad boats and lansh 
boats for fishing purposes

Totalnumber 
of fishing trip 

(lansh boats and 
tarad boats)

Number

1. Landing site

2. Type of boat 

3. Month

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
fishermen 

Total number of fishermen 
(number of crew) on tarad 

boats and lansh boats

Total number of 
fishermen 

Number
Type of fishing 

boats
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number 
of fishing 

boats 

Total number of fishing boats 
which include tarad boats 
which defined as an open 

fiberglass dories measuring 
6-8 meters in length. And 

lansh boats which defined as 
a traditionally built wooden 
dhows ranging from 12-22 

meters in length. 

 Total fishing 
boats tarad 

boats and lansh 
boats

Number
Type of fishing 

boats
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

1-4  Food Balance Sheets

SCAD uses the FAO’s concepts, definitions, classifications and methods to produce food balance sheet statistics. Following the 
FAO international standards of data collection and compilation, SCAD adopted the data and methodology of the Household 
Expenditure and Income Survey in order to build the food balance sheet model and to contribute to promotion and achievement 
of food security in the Emirate. 

The food balance sheet provides data on the quantity of food available and the daily per capita calories, proteins and fats in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi during a specified reference period. It offers food policy makers a comprehensive and clear vision of the 
current situation, including agricultural policies, food pattern and its relationship to food security.

Food balance sheet indicators provide a vision for the nutritional status of individuals, through the comparison between 
the amounts of consumption of vegetable products and the quantities of consumption of livestock products. Therefore, 
food balance sheets reflect the dependence on plant and animal sources in the food consumption pattern, and contain an 
assessment of the nutritional status of the population at the level of the emirate and the family type in detail. Food balance 
sheets provide indicators provide a vision for the nutritional status of individuals, compared to the amount of consumption of 
vegetable products and the quantities of consumption of livestock products, and therefore food budget reflects the reliability 
of plant and animal sources in the food consumption pattern, as well as assessing the nutritional status of the population of 
the emirate and family type in detail. Food balance sheets provide indicators on food quantities available for consumption, per 
capita daily calories, proteins, fats, in order to provide a clear and comprehensive picture for food policy makers and related 
agricultural policies on the state and type of food and its relationship with food security. The following is descriptive information 
for the most important food budget indicators:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Average 
of daily 

per capita 
calories

It is an estimation of 
the available supply per 
capita of calories which 
derived from the total 
food supplies available 

for human consumption 
from plant and animals 

products. 

Quantity of calories 
produced from plant 
sources plus quantity 
of calories produced 
from animal sources 

divided by 365 
divided by number of 

population

Calories Per 
Day 

1. Plant 
production 
sources

2. Animal 
production 
sources

Every 5 years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average 
of daily 

per capita 
protein

It is an estimation of 
the available supply per 
capita of protein which 
derived from the total 
food supplies available 

for human consumption 
from plant and animals 

products. 

Quantity of protein 
produced from plant 
sources plus quantity 
of protein produced 
from animal sources 

divided by 365 
divided by number of 

population

Gram Per 
Day

1. Plant 
production 
sources

2. Animal 
production 
sources

Every 5 years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average of 
daily per 

capita fats

It is an estimation of 
the available supply 

per capita of fats which 
derived from the total 
food supplies available 

for human consumption 
from plant and animals 

products.

Quantity of fats 
produced from plant 
sources plus quantity 

of fats produced 
from animal sources 

divided by 365 
divided by number of 

population

Gram Per 
Day

1. Plant 
production 
sources

2. Animal 
production 
sources

Every 5 years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average 
of annual 
per capita 

foods

It is an estimation of 
annualy per capita food 

supplies available for 
human consumption 

in the reference period 
form plant and animals 

products.

Quantity of food 
available from plant 

sources plus quantity 
of food available 

from animal sources 
multiply by 1000 

divided by number of 
population 

Kilograms 
Per year

1. Plant 
production 
sources

2. Animal 
production 
sources

Every 5 years
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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2 |  Energy and Water Indicators
The energy and desalinated water sector is of vital importance for economic and social development in Abu Dhabi. This sector 
contributes very significantly to the GDP in Abu Dhabi. There is no doubt that the indicators for the sectors of energy and 
desalinated water are an important support to the decision-makers, especially since energy security is a priority in the vision 
of the Abu Dhabi government. Therefore, Statistics Centre-Abu Dhabi seeks to provide indicators in the field of energy and 
desalinated water to monitor the real situation and follow up the emerging development in this area.

Energy and desalinated water statistics indicators inherently involve a wide range of uses and allow a large number of policies 
to be followed up and monitored. Energy statistics indicators are used in the definition of energy policies and monitoring their 
impact on the economy. Due to the large contribution of the energy sector to the GDP of the Abu Dhabi Emirate, energy statistics 
are of key importance for the monitoring of the performances and of the diversification of the economy. Energy statistics are 
also of critical importance to monitor efforts to diversify energy production, in particular in the context of diversification of the 
energy mix towards renewable energy (Abu Dhabi Government targets to produce 7% of electricity from renewable energy 
sources by 2020). Detailed and complete energy statistics indicators also enable energy security and, for instance, objective 21 
of The Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030: ‘Enhanced Energy Security to Meet Future Demand’ to be monitored.

Comprehensive and detailed data on primary and secondary energy products (from production to final consumption by 
sector) is a necessary prerequisite for long term planning of the development of energy industries, the promotion of alternative 
technologies or the long term projections and scenarios of demand and supply. 

In the framework of high and growing water demand and the scarcity of resources, desalinated water statistics provided by 
SCAD are a central issue in both energy and water policies in Abu Dhabi and they are therefore of key importance.The energy 
sector contributes to the production of desalinated water, using electricity generated mainly from the use of natural gas. 
Desalinated water statistics are necessary in this context for defining and monitoring all policy aspects listed above, including 
long term planning of water production and natural water resource management. 

In addition, energy and desalinated water statistics are used as input to other statistical domains such as national accounts. 
Energy statistics and desalinated water statistics are also needed for reporting to several international institutions, including 
those related to energy, water and environment. 

The list of energy and desalinated water statistics indicators includes the following topics:

• Oil and gas

• Electricity.

• Renewable energy.

• Desalinated water.

2-1  Oil and Gas

Statistics Centre-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) provides indicators on the production and use of crude oil and natural gas, as well as 
indicators for local production and sales of refined petroleum products. Oil and gas sector is one of the most important pillars 
of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi's economy and constitutes a significant share in its GDP.

Oil and gas indicators provide detailed indicators, including production, consumption and domestic sales of crude oil, natural 
gas, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and refined oil products.
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Oil and gas statistics indicators include:

• Crude Oil.

• Natural gas.

• Liquefied natural gas (LPG).

• Refined petroleum products.

Oil and gas sector indicators are provided on basis of the administrative data provided by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 
(ADNOC). The results of environmental survey are used to provide the statistics needed for the construction of some indicators 
on oil and gas sectors. The following table displays the metadata for these indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
fossil fuel 

combustion

Amount of fossil fuel 
(crude oil, petroleum 

derivatives and 
natural gas) 

consumed and 
combusted

Total of fossil fuel 
combustion (gasoline, 

diesel, natural gas, other)

Billion 
British 

thermal 
unit (BBTU)

Sector  
(gasoline, diesel, 

other)
Annually

Sample 
Survey

Total 
natural gas 
fossil fuel 

combustion

Total amount 
of natural gas 
consumed in 

operating engines 
and equipment 

in addition to any 
other consumption 

classified

Natural gas fossil fuel 
combustion 

Cubic 
metre

Sector  
(gasoline, diesel, 

other)
Annually

Sample 
Survey

Percentage 
of natural 

gas Imports 
of the total 

Imports

Percentage of natural 
gas imports out of 

total imports

Imports of natural gas 
divided by total imports 

multiply by 100
Percentage _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of crude oil 
exports of 
the total 
exports

Percentage of crude 
oil exports out of 

total non-oil exports

 Crude oil exports divided 
by total non-oil exports 

multiply by 100
Percentage _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Average 
daily 

production 
of crude oil

Average daily 
production of crude 

oil in onshore and 
offshore fields 
in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate; excluding 
condensates. 

Total annual production of 
crude oil divided by days 

of the Year

Barrels per 
day

1. Daily 
production

2. Annually 
production

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average 
daily 

production 
of natural 

gas 

Daily production 
rate of natural gas in 
onshore and offshore 

fields in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

Total annual production 
of natural gas divided by 

days of the Year

Cubic feet 
per day

1. Daily 
production

2. Annually 
production

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of natural 

gas exports 
of the total 

exports

Percentage of the 
natural gas exports 
out of total exports.

 Natural gas exports 
divided by total exports 

multiply by 100
Percentage _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Quantity 
of crude oil 
inputs for 
petroleum 

refining 
products

The amount of 
crude oil used as 

raw material in the 
production of refined 
petroleum products.

Total of crude oil inputs 
for petroleum refining 

products
 Ton _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Refining 
capacity

The capacity that 
used to produce 

refined petroleum 
products, also 
defined by the 

maximum capacity 
of a refinery's daily 

production.

Rate of the maximum 
capacity of a refinery's 

daily production.

 Barrels per 
day

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records



Statistical Indicators Guide

93

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
production 
of refined 
petroleum 
products 

Amount production 
of each of the refined 
petroleum products 

in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate, including: 

LPG, unleaded 
gasoline, aircraft fuel 
(kerosene), gas oil / 

diesel, heavy fuel oil, 
and engine oils

Total production of 
refined petroleum 

products = LPG, unleaded 
gasoline, naphtha, (jet 

fuel / kerosene), (gas oil 
/ diesel), (heavy fuel oil / 
S.R.Residue), lubricants, 

sulfur.

Where:

1. LPG = production of LPG

2. Unleaded gasoline = 
production of unleaded 
gasoline 98 + unleaded 
gasoline 95 + E Plus 91

3. Naphtha = production of 
Naphtha 

4. Jet fuel / kerosene = 
production of jet fuel / 
kerosene 

5. Gas oil / diesel = 
production of gas oil / 
diesel 

6. (Heavy fuel oil 
/ S.R.Residue) = 
production of  heavy 
fuel oil+S.R.Residue 

7. Lubricants = production 
of lubricants 

8. Sulphur = production of 
sulphur

Metric Tons

1. Annually 
production

2. Product type

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of refining 
products 

sold 
domestically 

as 

Percentage of 
domestic sales 
of petroleum 

products to the 
total production of 

petroleum products

Domestic sales quantity 
divided by production 

quantity multiply by 100
Percentage _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Quantity of 
natural gas 

usage

Natural gas usage 
in the following 

categories:

• Sales

• Reinjection

• Flared

Quantity of natural gas 
usage type: 

• Sales

• Re-injection

• Flared

Cubic Feet

1. Daily Usage 
by Usage 
type 

2. Annually 
Usage by 
Usage type  

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Annual 
usage for 

natural 
gas as a 

percentage 
of the total 
product of 
natural gas.

Percentage of natural 
gas that used to total 

product of natural 
gas

1. Sales = total of annual 
sales usage divided by 
annual gas production 
multiply by 100.

2. Re-injection = total 
of annual re-injection 
usage divided by 
annual gas production 
multiply by 100.

3. Flared = total of annual 
flared usage divided by 
annual gas production 
multiply by 100.

Percentage Type of Usage Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
production 
of Liquefied 
Natural Gas

Total annual 
production of 

Liquefied Natural 
Gas. 

Total annual domestic 
Sales of refined petroleum 

products. 

 Metric 
Tons

Type of product Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total annual 
domestic 
sales of 
refined 

petroleum 
products

Total annual 
domestic sales of 

refined petroleum 
products by type of 

products. 

Total annual domestic 
sales of refined petroleum 

products. 

 Metric 
Tons

_ Annually
Admin-
strative 
Records

2-2  Electricity

Electricity statistics indicators provide data on production, consumption, production capacity, quantities of fuel used in 
production, and transmission lines in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. Electricity and water sector plays a key role in the plans for 
economic growth of the emirate, where the sector is working to provide the necessary services to support economic and social 
development process in the emirate.

Electricity statistics indicators include:

• Electric power production.

• Electricity generation capacity.

• Exported electrical energy.

• Consumed electrical energy.

The electricity sector indicators are provided based on administrative data tables from: Abu Dhabi Water and Electricity 
Authority (ADWEA) and its subsidiaries. Among the most important indicators of electricity are the following:
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
electricity 

consumption 

Total annual 
consumption of 

electricity 

Total consumption of 
electricity

Megawatt 
per hour 
(MWH)

1.  Region

2.  Annual con-
sumption

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Electricity 
consumption 

rate per 
capita

Total amount 
of electricity 

consumption divided 
by total population 

of Abu Dhabi Emirate

(Consumption of 
electricity by region/ 
(Abu Dhabi + Al Ain + 

Al Gharbia)) divided by 
population for the same 

year

Megawatt 
per hour

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Residential 
electricity 

consumption 
per capita

Total amount of 
residential electricity 
consumption divided 

by total population 
of Abu Dhabi Emirate

Total domestic 
consumption divided by 
population for the same 

year

Megawatt 
per hour

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of electricity 
consumption

 This indicator 
refers to the ratio 

of electricity 
consumption by 

each of the sectors 
used by distribution 
companies, namely: 
the domestic sector, 

and commercial, 
government, 

agricultural, and 
industrial as well 
as other sectors. 

Consumption 
includes what was 

internally consumed 
in the process 
of generating 

power and what 
was consumed as 

transmission loss by 
the network. 

(Domestic sector 
consumption of 

electricity, Abu Dhabi + Al 
Ain + Al Gharbia divided 
by total of consumption), 

(commercial consumption 
of electricity, Abu 

Dhabi + Al Ain + Al 
Gharbia divided by 

total of consumption), 
(government 

consumption of 
electricity, Abu Dhabi + Al 
Ain + Al Gharbia Divided 
by total of consumption, 
(agriculture consumption 
of electricity, Abu Dhabi 

+ Al Ain + Al Gharbia 
divided by total of total 
consumption), (industry 

consumption of electricity 
by sector, Abu Dhabi + Al 
Ain + Al Gharbia divided 
by total of consumption), 

(other sectors 
consumption of electricity 
by sector, Abu Dhabi + Al 
Ain + Al Gharbia divided 
by total of consumption), 

Al Gharbia

Percentage
1. Region 

2. Sectors
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
electricity 

generation 
generated 
from the 

combustion 
of fossil fuels

Total amount of 
electricity generated 
from the combustion 

of fossil fuels in 
power plants

Total amount of 
electricity generated 
from the combustion 
of fossil fuels in power 

plants

Megawatt 
per hour 
(MWH)

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

System 
Average 

Interruption 
Frequency 

Index (SAIFI) 

The average number 
of interruptions 
experienced by 
each customer 

in the electricity 
supply service by 

distribution company

System Average 
Interruption Frequency 

Index (SAIFI) by 
distribution company 

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

System 
Average 

Interruption 
Duration 

Index (SAIDI)

The average number 
of interruptions 

duration in minutes 
experienced by 
each customer 

in the electricity 
supply service by 

distribution company

System Average 
Interruption Duration 

Index (SAIDI) by 
distribution company 

Minute _ Annually
Admin-
strative 
Records

 Availability 
of power 

transmission 
system

The summation of 
the availabilities 

of individual 
circuits of the main 

interconnected 
transmission system 

expressed as a 
percentage of the 

total number of 
circuits.

 Power transmission 
system availability - Abu 

Dhabi Emirate 
Percentage

(Monthly, 
Summer, 
Annual)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
customers 

connected to 
the electricity 

network

Number of 
customers connected 

to the electricity 
supply network

Number of costumers 
connected to the 

electricity network (Abu 
Dhabi + AL Ain + Al 

Gharbia)

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
customers 

connected to 
the electricity 

network 
interrupted

Number of customers 
experience 

interruption 

Number of customers 
with interruption in 

electricity supply- Abu 
Dhabi Region + Al Ain 

Region +Al Gharbia 
Region

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
interruptions 
in electricity 

supply

Total number of 
interruptions in 

the electricity that 
distributed to the 

customers

Number of interruptions 
in electricity supply in 
Abu Dhabi Region + Al 

Ain Region + Al Gharbia 
Region

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Duration of 
interruptions 
in electricity 

supply

Total duration of 
interruptions in the 

electricity distributed 
to the customers

Interruption duration - 
Abu Dhabi Region + Al 
Ain Region +Al Gharbia 

Region

Thousand 
Minutes

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
available 
electricity

Total of available 
electricity from 
various sources 

whether generated 
by companies or 

electricity transferred 
to Abu Dhabi 

Emirate (from Emal 
and Takreer). The 

indicator is provided 
on an annual basis by 
Abu Dhabi Water and 
Electricity Company 

(ADWEA). 

Total of available 
electricity from various 

sources whether 
generated by companies 
or electricity transferred 
from Emal and Takreer

Megawatt 
per hour 
(MWH)

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Electricity 
capacity 
planned 

The design capacity 
to generate 

electricity or the 
maximum capacity of 
the production plant.

Electrical Power Statistics 
- Electricity Generation 

capacity (MW)
Megawatt _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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2-3  Renewable Energy

Renewable energy plays an important role in the present era. Abu Dhabi's Government has shown growing interest 
in renewable energy in recent times as part of its efforts to diversify energy sources in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. It 
has launched an ambitious initiative in the field of renewable energy, namely the Masdar initiative, which plays a vital 
role in promoting the leading position of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in the field of renewable energy, which helps to 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere, global warming and climate change, and supports the process 
of economic diversification and the development of human resources. Key renewable energy indicators include the 
following:

• The amount of electricity generated.

• Exported electricity.

• Imported electricity.

• Installed generation power.

The indicators are collected based on administrative data tables from the Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company - MASDAR. Key 
renewable energy indicators include the following:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measurement 

Unit
Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
electricity 

production 
from 

renewable 
energy

The amount of 
renewable electricity 

from the energy 
from natural sources, 

inexhaustible and 
constant need of 

conversion of natural 
energy to another 

easy to use mediation 
techniques, such as solar, 

wind, water, tides.

Total electricity 
production form 

renewable energy 

Megawatt / 
hour (MWH)

Energy source Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
electricity 

consumption 
from 

renewable 
energy 
sources 

The internal 
consumption of the 

electric power generated 
from renewable energy 

sources in Masdar.

Generated 
electricity 

– exported 
electricity

Megawatt / 
hour (MWH)

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
renewable 

energy 
capacity

Maximum capacity 
for renewable energy 

production, or the 
maximum capacity 

of production of the 
station. 

Total renewable 
energy capacity 

by energy source
Megawatt   energy source Annually

Admin-
strative 
Records
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2-4  Desalinated Water

Desalinated water statistics indicators provide data on production, consumption and production capacity in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi. Desalinated water statistics indicators include the following:

• Desalinated water production.

• Design capacity of desalinated water.

• Desalinated water consumed quantity.

• The amount of fuel consumption in the activity of electricity and water

Desalinated water indicators are collected depending on administrative data tables from: Abu Dhabi Water and Electricity 
Authority (ADWEA) and its subsidiaries. The main indicators include the following:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
available 

desalinated 
water

Total amounts of 
desalinated water 

produced by all 
sources and water 
transferred to Abu 

Dhabi Emirate (supply 
from Al-Fujairah 

station). 

 Production of Abu Dhabi plants 
of desalinated water plus Supply 

from Al Fujairah Station
Gallons _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Relative 
distribution 

of 
consumption 

of 
desalinated 

water

This indicator refers 
to the ratio of 

desalinated water 
consumption by 

each of the sectors 
used by distribution 
companies, namely: 
the domestic sector, 

and commercial, 
government, 

agricultural, and 
industrial as well 

as other sectors by 
region. Abu Dhabi 

Distribution Company 
and Al Ain Distribution 
Company are the two 
main sources data to 

calculate this indicator 
which data is collected 

annually. 

(Desalinated water consumption 
by Sector, Abu Dhabi, Al Ain 
Al Gharbia, domestic sector) 

divided by total of consumption, 
(desalinated water consumption 

by sector, Abu Dhabi, Al Ain Al 
Gharbia, commercial) divided 

by total of consumption, 
(desalinated water consumption 

by sector, Abu Dhabi, Al Ain Al 
Gharbia, government) divided 

by total of consumption, 
(desalinated water consumption 
by sector, Abu Dhabi, Al Ain; Al 

Gharbia, agriculture) divided 
by total of consumption, 

(desalinated water consumption 
by sector, Abu Dhabi, Al Ain 
Al Gharbia, industry) divided 

by total of consumption, 
(desalinated water consumption 

by sector, Abu Dhabi, Al Ain Al 
Gharbia, other sectors) divided 

by total of consumption.

Percentage

1. Sector

2. Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total annual 
desalinated 

water 
consumption 

per capita

The total amount of 
desalinated water 
consumed in AD 

Emirate in all sectors 
divided by the total 

population of the 
Emirate

Total annual consumption of 
desalinated water divided by 
population for the same year

 Imperial 
Gallons

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Residential 
desalinated 

water 
consumption 

per capita

The total amount of 
residential desalinated 
water consumed in AD 
Emirate divided by the 
total population of the 

Abu Dhabi Emirate

Desalinated water consumption 
domestic sector (Abu Dhabi + 
Al Ain + Al Gharbia) divided by 
population for the same year

 Imperial 
Gallons

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total annual 
consumption 

of 
desalinated 

water

The total amount of 
desalinated water 
consumed in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate in all 
sectors. Desalinated 

water is water 
obtained from 

desalination (removal 
of salts from seawater).

Total consumption of desalinated 
water in Abu Dhabi Emirate for 

all sectors

 Imperial 
Gallons

Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of availability 

of water 
transmission 

system

Water transmission 
system availability as 
a percentage in terms 
of the summation of 
the availabilities of 

transmission system 
components.

Water transmission system 
availability is calculated in 
percentage in terms of the 

summation of the availabilities 
of transmission system 

components, such as pumps, 
water transmission lines, storage 

tanks, and surge vessels 

Percentage

1. Annual

2. Monthly

3. Summer

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
customers 
connected 

to the water 
network

Number of customers 
connected to the 

general water supply 
network

Number of costumers connected 
to the water network (Abu Dhabi 

+ AL Ain + Al Gharbia)
Number _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Desalinated 
water 

capacity 
planned

 Design capacity to 
produce desalinated 

water, or the 
maximum capacity of 

the daily production of 
the station. 

Design capacity to produce 
desalinated water, or the 

maximum capacity of the daily 
production of the station. 

MG/D _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Fuel 
consumption 
of electricity 

and water 
activity 

Fuel consumption of 
electricity and water 

activity by type of fuel

Amount of fuel consumed for 
production of electricity and 

desalinated water
Billion BTU

 Type of 
Fuel

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

2-5  Water

Wastewater indicators measure the quantity of influent wastewater for treatment and the amount of treated effluent and re-
used wastewater for irrigation purposes. The capacity of organic and hydraulic operational and actual stations is measured. 
The indicators of influent and effluent quality are also measured. SCAD depends for its data on the administrative records of 
Abu Dhabi Sewerage Services Company. Water quality indicators are also measured, for water is a vital element for humans, 
animals and plants. It is also an indispensable resource in economy. Water also plays a key role in regulating the climate cycle. 
The protection of water resources for the environmental system pertaining to fresh water, salt water and the water that we use 
for domestic and industrial purposes, is one of the fundamentals of environmental protection. 

Statistics Centre-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) provides the indicators related to drinking-water quality, the indicators of the vital oxygen 
and ammonia concentrations in the sea water, and the indicators of nutrients in coastal waters. Data is often collected about 
water quality through national and local monitoring networks in multiple locations, from which samples are taken, and chemical 
tests are carried out in laboratories. Follow-up data must be represented in terms of time and place. Published data includes 
annual concentration rates of ammonia, nitrate, phosphate and total phosphate and nitrogen, compared to the national water 
quality standards or international objectives of water quality. Data on water quality typically includes selected microbiological 
and chemical quality standards, in addition to the number of samples and the percentage of non-conforming samples in each 
category. The international environmental statistics base in the Statistics Division at the United Nations provides some statistics 
issued by the national statistical bodies. SCAD depends on the coastal water quality indicators data from measurements by the 
Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi of coastal water quality indicators. The following table shows the most important indicators 
of water:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total non-
conventional 

water 
resources

The production 
of freshwater by 

desalination of brackish 
or saltwater mostly for 

domestic purposes;

the reuse of urban or 
industrial wastewaters 

with or without 
treatment

 Total amount of reused 
water for all regions plus 

quantity of available 
desalinated water

Cubic 
metre

By sources Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
consumption 
of available 

water 
from non-

conventional 
sources

The total consumption 
of freshwater by 

desalination of brackish 
or saltwater mostly for 

domestic purposes;and 
the reuse of urban or 

industrial wastewaters 
with or without 

treatment, 

Total amount of reused 
water plus quantity of 

annual desalinated water 
consumption 

Cubic 
metre

By Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of available 

water 
consumption 

from non-
conventional 

sources

The production 
of freshwater by 

desalination of brackish 
or saltwater mostly for 

domestic purposes; and 
the reuse of urban or 

industrial wastewaters 
with or without 

treatment, 

Amount of reused water 
plus quantity of annual 

desalinated water 
consumption multiply 

by 100

Percentage _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Amount of 
wastewater 

inflow

Wastewater inflow 
is water discharged 

after being used in, or 
produced by, different 

sectors production 
processes and which is 

of no further immediate 
value to these processes. 
The waster enter process 

water for recycling 
systems have been 
installed, process 

wastewater is the final 
discharge from these 

circuits. 

Eventual discharge into 
public collecting systems, 
this process wastewater 

is understood to be 
subjected to ex-process 

in-plant treatment. 
For the purpose of this 
indicator cooling water 
is not considered to be 
industrial wastewater.

 Total wastewater inflow 
is water discharged 

after being used in, or 
produced by, different 

sectors production 
processes and which is 

of no further immediate 
value to these processes. 
The waster enter process 

water for recycling 
systems have been 
installed, process 

wastewater is the final 
discharge from these 

circuits. 

Eventual discharge into 
public collecting systems, 
this process wastewater 

is understood to be 
subjected to ex-process 

in-plant treatment. 
For the purpose of this 
indicator cooling water 
is not considered to be 
industrial wastewater.

Cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. Type of 
Wastewater 
(Inflow, 
Treated, 
Reuse)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Amount of 
wastewater 

treated

Wastewater treatment: 
process to render 

wastewater fit to meet 
applicable environmental 

standards before being 
discharged to the 

environment. Three 
broad types of treatment 

are distinguished: 
primary, secondary and 

tertiary 

Total amount of treated 
wastewater

Cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. Type of 
Wastewater 
(Inflow, 
Treated, 
Reuse)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Amount of 
wastewater 

reused

The use of treated 
wastewater (reclaimed 
water). In irrigation or 

other uses 

Total amount of treated 
wastewater reuse

Cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. Type of 
Wastewater 
(Inflow, 
Treated, 
Reuse)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
wastewater 
treatment 

plants 
capacity

Wastewater treatment 
plant capacities of 

individual unit treatment 
processes and the flow 

Total capacity of 
wastewater treatment 

plant for each individual 
unit

Cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. Station type 
(Traditional 
- non 
traditional

3.  Load Type 
(Organic / 
Hydrolytic)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

 Amount of 
wastewater 
dry sludge 

Quantity of solid by 
product (sludge) from 
wastewater treatment 

 Amount of wastewater 
dry sludge 

Ton  Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average daily 
concentration 

of NH3 in 
wastewater

Average concentration 
NH3 (which is the non-

ionized form of reduced 
nitrogen)

Average daily 
concentration of NH3

Milligram / 
Litre

 Region Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of operated 

capacity load 
to designed

Percentage share of 
amount of load of 

wastewater treatment 
plants. Operation 

capacity divided by total 
designed load

Amount of amount 
of load of wastewater 

treatment plants. 
Operation capacity 

divided by total designed 
load multiply by 100%

Percentage
By Load Type 

(Organic / 
Hydrolytic)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Percentage of 
distribution 

treated 
wastewater

Percentage share of 
consumption of reused 

waste water by use

Distribution of re-used 
and non-reused of 

treated wastewater by 
use divided by total of 
treated water multiply 

by 100

Percentage Type of usage Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average 
concentration 

of major 
pollutants in 
wastewater

The average 
concentration of major 

pollutants in wastewater 
and these pollutants are 
as following (biological 

demand for oxygen, 
total dissolved solid 

substances, chemical 
oxygen demand, total 

suspended solids 
dissolved)

The average 
concentration of major 

pollutants in wastewater 
and these pollutants are 

as following (albalogi 
demand for oxygen, 
total dissolved solid 

substances, chemical 
oxygen demand, total 

suspended solids 
dissolved)

Milligram / 
Litre

By pollution 
(demand for 
biochemical, 

dissolved 
solids, 

chemical 
oxygen 

demand, 
suspended 

solids, 
phosphate, 

ammonium)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Amount 
acidity of 

coastal waters

Ph is a term used to 
describe the relative 

amount of acidity 
or basicity in the 
wastewater. Low 

ph values indicate a 
high concentration of 
hydrogen ions (acids) 
in solution, and high 
ph values indicate a 
low concentration of 

hydrogen ions (basic). 
The ph value can range 

from 1 to 14.

Marine water quality 
minus acidity

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

 Temperature 
of marine 

water 

Measuring marine water 
temperature

Marine water quality - 
temperature

Celsius (Co) _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Average 
concentration 

of natural 
nutrients in 
the coastal 

waters

 The concentration of 
natural nutrients in 

the coastal waters of 
dissolved oxygen (DO) 

is the amount of oxygen 
dissolved in water.

 BOD5 is a measure 
of the dissolved 

oxygen required by 
microorganisms to 

oxidize or decompose 
the organic matter in 

wastewater.

Phosphate is stable 
form of oxidized form 
of phosphorus which 
measure in sea water.

NO3 - is the stable 
oxidized form of nitrogen 

which measure in sea 
water. 

NH3 is the non-ionized 
form of reduced nitrogen 

which measure in sea 
water. 

Concentration of 
chlorophyll in natural 

containing organisms in 
the sea water.

 The average of 
concentration of 

natural nutrients in 
the coastal waters of 

dissolved oxygen (DO) 
is the amount of oxygen 

dissolved in water.

 BOD5 is a measure 
of the dissolved 

oxygen required by 
microorganisms to 

oxidize or decompose 
the organic matter in 

wastewater.

Phosphate is stable 
form of oxidized form 
of phosphorus which 
measure in sea water. 

NO3 - is the stable 
oxidized form of nitrogen 

which measure in sea 
water.

NH3 is the non-ionized 
form of reduced nitrogen 

which measure in sea 
water.

Concentration of 
Chlorophyll in natural 

containing organisms in 
the sea water.

Milligram / 
Litre

Article 
nutrients 
(nitrate, 

phosphate, 
ammonium, 
chlorophyll)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Amount of 
water usage 
in industrial 

sector

Amount of water usage 
in industrial sector 

generated from general 
water network and from 

sea water

Total amount of water 
usage in industrial sector 
generated from general 
water network and from 

sea water

Cubic 
metre

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Quantity 
of treated 

wastewater 
in industrial 

sector

Quantity of wastewater 
treated in industrial 

facilities 

 Total quantity of 
wastewater treated in 

industrial facilities 

Cubic 
metre

_ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number 
of spread 
of algae 

accidents 
registered in 
Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Number of spreading of 
algae accidents in Abu 

Dhabi

Total spreading of algae 
accidents in Abu Dhabi

Number _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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3 |  Environmental indicators

3-1  Spending on environmental protection

Environmental accounts are indispensable as a tool to measure the role of the natural environment in the economy. They shed 
light on the contribution of natural resources to economic well-being and the costs of pollution and the decline of resources. 
Comprehensive environmental accounts are designed as comprehensive accounts to accompany the System of National 
Accounts (SNA). Overall environmental accounts are divided into the following sections: (1) economic and environmental 
accounts, (2) actual environmental accounts, (3) Environmental asset accounts, (4) Production and consumption structures. At 
the European Community level, environmental accounts are subject to the regulations of environmental economic accounts. 
Environmental accounts offer a wide range of key indicators relating to spending on environmental protection by type, and 
spending on environmental practices in economic facilities. The data required for the production of indicators is collected 
from environmental field surveys of economic facilities operating in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. The following is descriptive 
information for the most important indicators of spending on environmental practices and protection:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Expenditure on 
environmental 

practices 

Expenditure for 
environment protection 

for (environmental 
training a expenses, 

assessment and auditing 
expenses, environmental 

monitoring expense, 
annual cost paid by 
the establishment 

for government and 
non-government 

entities to protect the 
environment)

The expenses on each 
of the following items 

(environment protection 
training courses, the 
evaluation and audit 
of the environment, 

environmental control, 
the annual cost paid 
by the established 

governmental and non-
governmental bodies for 
environment protection) 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

_ Annually
Sample 
Survey

Total 
environmental 

protection 
expenditure

Environmental 
protection expenditure 
is defined as spending 

incurred where the 
primary aim is to reduce 
environmental pollution 

caused during normal 
operations. It includes 
expenditure to reduce 

or prevent emissions to 
air or water, to dispose 

of waste materials, 
to protect soil and 

groundwater, to prevent 
noise and vibration or 
to protect the natural 

environment.

Total of all types 
environmental 

protection expenditure

United 
Arab 

Emirates 
Dirham 
(AED)

1. Economic 
activity

2. Type of 
expendi-
ture

Annually
Sample 
Survey
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3-2  Biodiversity

Biodiversity is defined as "the variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and 
other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part, this includes diversity within species, between 
species and ecosystems."Indicators on biodiversity and protected areas are a vital part of environmental statistics. The protected 
areas indicator shows the areas of land, water surfaces and adjacent air layer protected in compliance with national legislation. 
It includes the area of highly protected territories and their share in the total area of the Emirate. The indicator is expressed 
as total area in km2 and as a percentage of the Emirate’s total territory. The indicator provides a measure of the response to 
the degradation of ecosystems and the loss of biodiversity. Protected areas, especially the full range of IUCN Protected Area 
Categories, are essential for conserving biodiversity and contributing to sustainable development. Measures to conserve or 
restore biodiversity may have different criteria and objectives, but can be complementary. SCAD depends in the production of 
biodiversity and protected areas indicators on the data of administrative records of the Environment Authority – Abu Dhabi. 
The following table contains the key biodiversity indicators: 

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
vascular 

plant 
species

Number of vascular 
plant species known, 

described and 
documented in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate, including 
terrestrial and aquatic 

species. Including 
number of vascular plant 

species facing a higher 
risk of global or local 

extinction; those which 
are critically endangered 

(CR), endangered (EN), 
or vulnerable (VU) in the 

IUCN Red List and/or 
Local Red List

Total number of 
vascular plant species 
known, described and 

documented in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate, including 

terrestrial and aquatic 
species. Including 

number of vascular plant 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 

or vulnerable (VU) in the 
IUCN Red List and / or 

Local Red List

Number

1. Known

2. Critically 
endan-
gered (CR)

3. Endan-
gered (EN)

4. Vulnerable 
(VU)

Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total fish 
species

Number of fish species 
known, described and 

documented in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate marine. 
Include number of fish 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 
or vulnerable (VU) in 

the IUCN Red List and/
or Local Red List and by 

exploited status 

Total number of fish 
species known, described 
and documented in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate marine. 
Include number of fish 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 
or vulnerable (VU) in 

the IUCN Red List and/
or Local Red List and by 

exploited status 

Number

1. Known

2. Critically 
endan-
gered (CR)

3. Endan-
gered (EN)

4. Vulnerable 
(VU)

Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total bird 
species

Number of bird species 
known, described and 

documented in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate based 

on birds seen and 
probable occurrence, 
including residential 

and migratory species. 
Include number of bird 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 

or vulnerable (VU) in the 
IUCN Red List and/or 

Local Red List.

Total number of bird 
species known, described 

and documented in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate 

based on birds seen and 
probable occurrence, 
including residential 

and migratory species. 
Include number of bird 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 

or vulnerable (VU) in the 
IUCN Red List and/or 

Local Red List.

Number

1. Known

2. Critically 
endan-
gered (CR)

3. Endan-
gered (EN)

4. Vulnerable 
(VU)

Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total reptile 
species

Number of reptile 
species known, 
described and 

documented in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate, including 

terrestrial and marine 
species including 
number of reptile 

species facing a higher 
risk of global or local 

extinction; those which 
are critically endangered 

(CR), endangered (EN), 
or vulnerable (VU) in the 

IUCN Red List and/or 
Local Red List.

Total number of reptile 
species known, described 

and documented in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate, 

including terrestrial and 
marine species including 

number of reptile 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 

or vulnerable (VU) in the 
IUCN Red List and/or 

Local Red List.

Number

1. Known

2. Critically 
endan-
gered (CR)

3. Endan-
gered (EN)

4. Vulnerable 
(VU)

Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total

amphibian 
species

Total number of 
amphibian species 

known, described and 
documented in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Total number of 
amphibian species 

known, described and 
documented in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

Number _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Total 
mammal 
species

Number of mammal 
species known, 
described and 

documented in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate, including 

terrestrial and marine 
species. Include 

number of mammal 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 

or vulnerable (VU) in the 
IUCN Red List and/or 

Local Red List

Total number of mammal 
species known, described 

and documented in 
Abu Dhabi Emirate, 

including terrestrial and 
marine species. Include 

number of mammal 
species facing a higher 

risk of global or local 
extinction; those which 

are critically endangered 
(CR), endangered (EN), 

or vulnerable (VU) in the 
IUCN Red List and/or 

Local Red List

Number

1. Known

2. Critically 
endan-
gered (CR)

3. Endan-
gered (EN)

4. Vulnerable 
(VU)

Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
animal 
species

Number of fish, bird, 
reptile, amphibian, 

and mammal species 
known, described and 

documented in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate, including 

terrestrial and marine 
species Inculde number 

of fish, bird, reptile, 
amphibian, and mammal 

species facing a higher 
risk of global or local 

extinction; those which 
are critically endangered 

(CR), endangered (EN), 
or vulnerable (VU) in the 

IUCN Red List and/or 
Local Red List

Total number of fish, 
bird, reptile, amphibian, 

and mammal species 
known, described and 

documented in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate, including 

terrestrial and marine 
species Inculde number 

of fish, bird, reptile, 
amphibian, and mammal 

species facing a higher 
risk of global or local 

extinction; those which 
are critically endangered 

(CR), endangered (EN), 
or vulnerable (VU) in the 

IUCN Red List and/or 
Local Red List

Number

1. Known

2. Critically 
endan-
gered (CR)

3. Endan-
gered (EN)

4. Vulnerable 
(VU)

Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of natural 
protected 

areas

Number of officially 
declared and proposed 
natural protected areas 

Total number of officially 
declared and proposed 
natural protected areas 

Number _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
natural 

protected 
areas

Area of officially 
declared and proposed 
natural protected areas 

in sq.km

Total area of officially 
declared and proposed 
natural protected areas 

in sq.km

sq-km _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number 
of invasive 
species in 
Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

Number of invasive 
species to Abu Dhabi 

environment by 
classification 

Total invasive species 
in (plants - mammals 
- birds - fish - reptiles- 

Invertebrates - 
Amphibians)

Number
Classification 

of exotic 
Species

Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of 

threatened 
vascular 

plant 
species 

from total 
known

The percentage share 
of threatened vascular 

plant species from total 
known

Total number of 
threatened vascular 

plant species divided by 
known species multiply 

by 100

Percentage _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of fish 

species by 
threatened 

and 
exploited 

status

The percentage share 
of threatened and 

exploited fish species 
from total known

Total number of fish 
species exploited or 

threatened divided by 
total known multiply by 

100

Percentage _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of 

threatened 
bird species 
from total 

known

The percentage share of 
threatened bird species 

from total known.

Total number of 
threatened bird species 
divided by total known 

multiply by 100.

Percentage _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of 

threatened 
reptile 
species 

from total 
known

The percentage share 
of threatened reptile 

species from total 
known.

Total number threatened 
reptile species divided 

by total known multiply 
by 100.

Percentage _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records



Statistical Indicators Guide

112

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Percentage 
of 

threatened 
mammal 
species 

from total 
known

The percentage share 
of threatened mammal 

species from total 
known

Total number threatened 
mammal species divided 
by total known multiply 

by 100

Percentage _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of total 

protected 
areas from 
Abu Dhabi 

Emirate

The percentage share 
of total area of officially 
declared and proposed 
terrestrial and marine 
protected areas from 

Abu Dhabi Emirate area

Total area of officially 
declared and proposed 
terrestrial and marine 

protected areas divided 
by Abu Dhabi Emirate 
area multiply by 100

Percentage _ Two years
Admin-
istrative 
Records

3-3  Health and Safety

The data needed for the production of indicators on food poisoning and diseases transmitted through food are collected by 
using administrative records of Health Authority-Abu Dhabi. They include the indicators on the number of cases by type of 
injury and the rate per hundred thousand cases. Occupational health and safety indicators include the occupational accidents 
during the execution of work which may cause damage to the health of workers and their deaths. International comparisons of 
work accidents are difficult because of the variation in record-keeping and data sources. However, comparability has improved. 
Statistical indicators related to the number of accidents that lead or do not lead to death and the number of days of absence 
of each worker are provided. Occupational health and safety indicators are produced via the administrative records of ADNOC. 
The environmental field surveys,and the survey of aspects of occupational health and safety for the economic establishments 
operating in the emirate of Abu Dhabi. The following table contains the metadata for the most important health and safety 
indicators: 

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Percentage of 
occupational 

road traffic 
injuries

Total share of occupational 
road traffic injuries of the 

total number of road traffic 
injuries

Total number of 
occupational RTI divided 

by total number of RTI 
cases multiply by 100

Percentage _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of fatality 
incidents

Number of deaths resulting 
from an injury or illness 
because of their work, 
regardless of the time 

intervening between injury 
and death, include road 
traffic incidents deaths

 Total number of deaths 
resulting from an injury 

or illness because of 
their work, regardless 

of the time intervening 
between injury and 

death.

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Fatal 
Accident Rate 

(FAR) 

The total number of 
occupational fatalities per 

million hours working during 
the period

Total number of 
occupational fatalities 

divided by million 
working hours 

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
Reportable 
Work Case 
Frequency 

(TRCF) 

Number of Total Reportable 
Cases sum of fatalities, 

Permanent Total Disabilities, 
Permanent Partial 

Disabilities, Lost Workday 
Cases, Restricted Work Cases 
and Medical Treatment Cases 

per million hours worked 

Number of all cases 
except restricted word 

days divided by 1000000 
working hours. 

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
disability 
incident 

Number of any work-related 
injury, which results in partial 

or complete permanent 
loss of use, of any part of 

the body or any permanent 
impairment of function of 

parts of the body, regardless 
of any pre-existing disability 

of the injured member or 
impaired body function by 
activity (oil and gas, water 
and electricity, sewerage 

services.. Etc.)

 Total number of any 
work-related injury, 

which results in partial 
or complete permanent 
loss of use, of any part 

of the body or any 
permanent impairment 

of function of parts of the 
body, regardless of any 

pre-existing disability of 
the injured member or 
impaired body function 
by activity (oil and gas, 
water and electricity, 

sewerage services.. Etc.)

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Lost Time 
Injury 

Incidents (LTI) 

Number of Fatalities, 
Permanent Total Disabilities, 

Permanent Partial Disabilities 
and Lost Workday Cases, 
but excluding Restricted 

Work Cases. Activity 
includes (oil and gas, water 

and electricity, sewerage 
services.. Etc.)

 Total Number of 
Fatalities, Permanent 

Total Disabilities, 
Permanent Partial 

Disabilities and Lost 
Workday Cases, but 
excluding Restricted 
Work Cases. Activity 
includes (oil and gas, 
water and electricity, 

sewerage services.. Etc.)

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Lost Time 
Injury 

Frequency 
Rate (LTIFR) 

The total number of 
Lost Time Injuries (Total 

Number of Fatalities, 
Permanent Total 

Disabilities, Permanent 
Partial Disabilities and 

Lost Workday Cases, but 
excluding Restricted Work 
Cases.) per million hours 

worked during the period

Total cases of lost time 
injuries(Total Number 

of Fatalities, Permanent 
Total Disabilities, 

Permanent Partial 
Disabilities and Lost 
Workday Cases, but 
excluding Restricted 

Work Cases.) divided by 
million working hours 

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total 
number of 

occupational 
incidents 

Number of incidents 
happened in the work 

include Fatalities, 
Permanent Total 

Disabilities, Permanent 
Partial Disabilities medical 

treatment & first aid

Total number of 
occupational health and 

safety incidents 
Number

Economic 
activity 

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
reportable 
dangerous 

occurrences

 Total number of dangerous 
Reportable Cases worked 

Total Reportable Cases 
are the sum of Fatalities, 

Permanent Total 
Disabilities, Permanent 

Partial Disabilities, 
Lost Work Day Cases, 

Restricted Work Cases, 
and Medical Treatment 
Cases. Activity includes 
(industry, construction, 

transportation. Etc.).)

Total number of 
reportable dangerous 

occurrences  
Number

Economic 
activity 

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records



Statistical Indicators Guide

115

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number of 
reportable 

occupational 
illnesses 

Total number of Medical 
Treatment Cases (MTC): 
Any work-related injury 

that involves neither Lost 
Workdays nor Restricted 
Workday Case but which 
requires treatment by, or 
under the specific order 

of, a physician or could be 
considered as being in the 

province of a physician.

Note: Medical Treatment 
Case does not include First 

Aid Treatment.

Note: Diagnostic 
procedures, like x-rays or 
laboratory analyses are 
not considered Medical 

Treatment, unless they lead 
to future treatment.

Note: Loss of 
consciousness, if 

the employee loses 
consciousness as the 

result of a work injury, the 
case must be recorded, 
no matter what type of 

treatment was provided.

Total number of medical 
treatment cases 

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number 
of first aid 
treatment 

work- related 
injuries 

Total number of injuries 
need first aid treatment 

include treatment 
of infections, bodies 
embedded in eye or 

wound, cutting away dead 
skin (surgical debridement), 

use of prescription drugs, 
admission observation for 
more than 12 hours, etc.

Total number of first aid 
injuries

Number
Economic 

activity 
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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3-4  Climate

Atmosphere and climate indicators are aimed at monitoring the main phenomena such as: average monthly temperatures, 
precipitation, ozone concentration, number of successive dry days and cyclone intensity. These indicators belong to the wider 
set of statistical environment indicators whose purpose consists of monitoring climate change. Climate change is defined in 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Article 1 as ‘a change of climate which is attributed 
directly or indirectly to human activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and which is, in addition to natural 
climate variability, observed over comparable time periods.'

In the production of climate indicators, SCAD depends on the administrative data issued by the National Centre for Meteorology 
and Seismology, including stations data broken down by geographical regions in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi for a number of 
key indicators, like temperature, rain, relative humidity, atmospheric pressure, wind speed and solar radiation. Key indicators 
include the following:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Average air 
temperature

The average of air 
temperature in 

Abu Dhabi Emirate 
(calculated from 

different stations)

Total average 
temperature for 

number of stations in 
each month divided by 
12 months multiply by 

number of stations

Celsius 
(°C)

1. Region 

2. Absolute 
(maximum - 
minimum) 

3. Month 

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

 Absolute 
maximum 

andminimum 
air 

temperature

The highest and lowest 
of air temperature 

recorded in AD Emirate

The highest and lowest 
of air temperature 

recorded in AD Emirate

Celsius 
(°C)

1. Region 

2. Month 

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average 
rainfall

 Average amount of 
precipitation includes 

other forms such as 
snow calculated from 

all stations in Abu 
Dhabi Emirate 

Total average rainfall 
for number of stations 
divided by 12 months 
multiply by number of 

stations

Millimeter
1. Region 

2. Month 

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total  rainfall

 Amount of 
precipitation (includes 

other forms such as 
snow) recorded in AD 

Emirate (calculated 
from different stations) 

 Total  amount of 
precipitation includes 

other forms such as 
snow recorded in AD 

Emirate calculated from 
different stations 

Millimetre
1. Region 

2. Month
Quarterly

Admin-
strative 
Records

Heviest fall in 
one day

Maximum amount of 
precipitation fall in 

one day includes other 
forms such as snow 

measured in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate calculated 

from different stations

Total maximum amount 
of precipitation fall in 

one day includes other 
forms such as snow 

measured in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate calculated from 

different stations

Millimeter
1. Region 

2. Month 
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Average 
atmospheric 

pressure

The average of 
atmospheric pressure 

(calculated from 
different stations) in AD 

Emirate

Total average 
atmospheric pressure 
for number of stations 
divided by 12 months 
multiply by number of 

stations

Hectopas-
cal

1. Region 

2. Month 

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

 average 
relative 

humidity

The average of 
trelative humidity in  
( calculated from all 
stations) AD Emirate

Total Average relative 
humidity for number 
of stations divided by 

12  months multiply by 
number of stations

Percent-
age

1. Region 

2. Absolute 
(maximum - 
minimum) 

3. Month

1. Annually 

2. Quarterly

Admin-
strative 
Records

 Maximum 
and 

minimum 
absolute 
relative 

humidity

The highest and 
lowest value of relative 

humidity measured 
in all stations in Abu 

Dhabi Emirate

The highest and 
lowest value of relative 
humidity measured in 

all stations in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate

 Relative 
Humidity

1. Region 

2. Absolute 
(maximum - 
minimum) 

3. Month 

Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average wind 
speed

Average horizontal 
movement of wind 

per unit of time in AD 
Emirate (calculated 

from different stations) 

Total average wind 
speed for stations 

divided by number of 
stations

Knot 
1. Region 

2. Month 
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

 Maximum 
and 

minimum 
absolute 

wind speed

 Maximum horizontal 
movement of wind 

per unit of time in AD 
Emirate (calculated 

from different stations)

 Maximum value of 
wind speed in AD 

Emirate (calculated 
from all stations)

Knot 

1. Region 

2. Month 

3. Peak gust

Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average 
daily total 

global solar 
radiation

Average of the daily of 
global solar radiation 

in a specified period in 
AD Emirate (calculated 
from different stations) 

Total average daily total 
global solar radiation 

for stations in each 
month divided by 

number of stations

Watt / 
hours / 

m2

1. Region 

2. Month 
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

 Daily 
total solar 
radiation

Maximum and 
minimum daily values 

of global solar radiation 
in a specified period in 
AD Emirate calculated 
from different stations 

Maximum and 
minimum daily of 

global solar radiation 
in a specified period in 
AD Emirate (calculated 
from different stations) 

watt/
hours/m2

1. Region 

2. Absolute 
(maximum - 
minimum) 

3. Month 

Annually 

Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average daily 
sunshine 

hours

Average number of 
sunny hours measured 

in the one day

Total number of hours 
of sunshine in all 

stations divided by 
number of stations

Hour
1. Region 

2. Month 
Quarterly

Admin-
istrative 
Records

3-5  Waste

Statistics Centre-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) provides the indicators related to collected waste, waste management facilities, waste 
composition, and final waste disposal. Waste indicators measure the amount of waste generated per GDP unit in the sector 
(industrial and municipal solid waste) and by negative impact (hazardous waste). It is measured by one million metric tons per 
year. The total amount of waste must be expressed in kilograms per GDP unit at a fixed price, and the indicators on the amount 
of municipal waste are measured in kilograms per capita or in cubic meters per capita. The amount of waste represents the 
driving force for the Index of environmental changes. The waste that is reused and recycled as part of the total waste generated 
is an important component of the sustainable use of resources in general and the sustainable management of solid waste in 
particular. Waste disposal is a percentage of the total amount of generated waste. In general, it is broken down by sector and 
negative impact, and is disposed of finally by incineration (without recovery of energy or used as fuel) or by burying it in in a 
controlled lands. The index provides a measure of pressure on the environment and of the response to all waste management 
system. The European Community Waste Framework aims to prevent the rate of waste generation, reduce waste, recover it and 
develop new and permanent methods of disposal. The methodology used to measure the Framework objectives provides a 
basis for internationally comparable measures. The assessment of re-used and recycled waste requires a careful assessment of 
the total waste and a specific category of waste (industrial, municipal or hazardous). The waste re-use and recycling index is 
obtained by dividing the amount of recycled and reused waste by the total amount of waste according to the specific category 
of generated waste. SCAD depends in the production of waste indicators on administrative records received from Waste 
Management Center, as well as on environmental field surveys of economic installations. The following table shows the most 
important waste indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Number 
of waste 

treatment 
facilities

Total number of waste 
treatment facilities such 

us land filled, incineration 
facilities, recycling 

Number of waste 
treatment 

Number

1. Type of 
treat-
ment

2. Region

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Non-
hazardous 
solid waste 
generation

Quantity of non-
hazardous solid waste 

generated 

Quantity of non-
hazardous solid waste 

generated 
Ton

1. Region

2. Source 
activity

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Non-
hazardous 
solid waste 
generation 
per capita

Amount of per capita 
non-hazardous solid 

waste

Total non hazardous 
waste generation divided 
by mid year estimation of 

population

Ton _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Daily 
average non-

hazardous 
solid waste 
generation

Daily average of waste 
generated from different 

activities in Abu Dhabi 
Emirate 

Total non hazardous 
waste generation divided 
by number of year's days 

(365-366)

kilogram _ Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of sectoral 
solid waste 
generated 

from 
total non-
hazardous 

Percentage share of 
solid waste generated by 
source activity from total 

waste generated 

Amount of non-hazardous 
solid waste generated 
by source divided by 
total amount of non- 

hazardous multiply by 100 

Percentage
Source 
activity

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of waste 
diverted 

from 
dumpsite 

Percentage share of 
solid waste treated, 

recycled, incinerated and 
composted  from total 

waste disposed 

Amount of non-hazardous 
solid waste (recycled, 

incinerated, composted 
and other) divided by 
total amount of non - 

hazardous plus amount of 
non - hazardous multiply 

by 100

Percentage
Disposal 
methods

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of waste 
dumped

 Percentage share of 
municipal solid waste 

disposed in landfill

Amount of non-hazardous 
solid waste dumped 

divided by total amount 
of non- hazardous waste 

multiply by 100 

Percentage
Disposal 
methods

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Municipal 
waste 

collected

Total amount of solid 
waste generated from 

municipal activity

Amount of municipal 
waste generated

Ton
1. Region

2. Sector
Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Municipal 
waste 

collected per 
capita

Amount of municipal 
waste generated per 

capita 

Total municipal waste 
generated divided by 
mid year estimation of 

population

Ton _ Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Percentage 
of municipal 

waste 
diverted 

from 
dumpsite 

Percentage share of solid 
municipal waste treated, 
recycled, incinerated and 

composted  from total 
waste disposed 

Amount of non-hazardous 
solid waste recycled 

divided by total amount 
of non- hazardous waste 

multiply by 100

Percentage
Disposal 
methods

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of waste 
dumped

 Percentage share of 
municipal solid waste 

disposed in landfill

Amount of non-hazardous 
solid waste dumped 

divided by total amount 
of non- hazardous waste 

multiply by 100 

Percentage
Disposal 
methods

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Solid 
hazardous 

waste 
generated

Amount of hazardous 
solid (chemical, medical, 

….etc.)

Amount of hazardous 
solid waste generated

Ton

1. Activity

2. Disposal 
methods

3. Sector

Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Liquid waste 
generated

Total amount of liquid 
waste 

Total amount of liquid 
solid waste

Ton _ Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
strative 
Records

Number of 
oil spills

Total number of offshore 
and onshore oil spills 
per year. Oil spill is oil 

discharged accidentally 
or intentionally, that 

floats on the surface of 
water bodies as a discrete 
mass and is carried by the 
wind, currents and tides. 

Total number of oil spills 
produced by oil and gas 

sector
Number _ Annually

Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of waste 

composition

The percentage share 
of solid waste (textile 

- plastic - paper - metal - 
glass - organic, inorganic 

and other)

Quantity of textile, plastic, 
paper, metal, glass- 

organic, inorganic and 
other divided by Total 
waste multiply by 100 

Percentage
Economic 

activity
Annually

Survey 
and 

Admin-
istrative 
Records



Statistical Indicators Guide

121

3-6  Air Emission

Indicators related to air emissions concern pollutants causing harm to human health and/or to ecosystems. They also cover 
substances contributing to the greenhouse effect and to climate change. An emission inventory is an account of the amount 
of pollutants set free into the atmosphere within a specified time span, usually a certain year. The statistics used are the 
total emission volumes and the volumes broken down by economic activities. Economic activities are defined according to 
International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) or UNEP classifications. Indicators on greenhouse gases emissions fall 
within the scope of the Kyoto Protocol, which aims at fighting global warming. An internationally agreed methodology and 
standards for estimating air emissions are included in the UNECE Emission Inventory Guidebook. The first method is based 
on direct measurements of emissions. The second method is an estimation based on technological calculations through the 
use of proxy statistics like data on production volumes, fuel and raw material consumption. Essential data is often supplied by 
companies themselves, based on information provided for obtaining environmental exploitation permits and monitoring data 
on emissions through self-monitoring or by the institutions in charge of verifying companies’ adherence to national emission 
limits. SCAD depends on the emission data from the administrative records of ADNOC and ADWEA. The following table shows 
the most important air emission indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Amount 
of air 

pollutant 
total 

emissions

Total amount of 
NOx, SO2, and 
VOC emitted 

Sum of total amount 
of NOx, SO2, and VOC 

emitted 
Ton

1. Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 
energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

2. Pollutant type 

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Air 
pollutant 

total 
emissions 
per capita

Total amount of 
NOx, SO2, and 

VOC emitted per 
capita

Amount of air 
pollutant total 
emissions and 

divided by mid year 
population estimation

Ton 

Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Amount 
of carbon 

dioxide 
emission

Total amount of 
carbon dioxide 

emitted 

Total amount of 
carbon dioxide

Ton

Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

CO2 
emissions 
per capita

Total amount of 
carbon dioxide 

emitted per 
capita

Amount of CO2 
emissions divided by 

population 
Ton 

Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of change 

in air 
pollutant 

total 
emissions

The increase / 
decrease in the 
amount of air 
pollutant total 
emitted from 
one year to 

another

Total amount of total 
air emission minus 

amount of total 
air emission of the 

previous year divided 
by amount of total 
air emission of the 

previous year multiply 
by 100

Percentage

Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Percentage 
of change 

in CO2 
emissions 

The increase / 
decrease in the 
amount of total 

CO2 emitted 
from one year to 

another

Amount of total CO2 
of the recent year 

minus amount of CO2 
of the previous year 

divided by amount of 
CO2 of the previous 
year multiply by 100

Percentage

Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of change 

in air 
pollutant 

total 
emissions 
per capita 

The increase / 
decrease in the 
amount of air 
pollutant total 

emitted per 
capita from one 
year to another

Per capita total 
emission current year 
minus per capita total 

emission previous 
yeardivided per 

capita total emission 
previous year multiply 

by 100

Percentage

Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of change 

in CO2 
emissions 
per capita

The increase / 
decrease in the 
amount of total 
CO2 emitted per 
capita from one 
year to another

Per capita CO2 current 
year minus per capita 

CO2 previous year 
minus per capita CO2 
previous year multiply 

by100

Percentage

Sector (Oil and Gas 
business sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Amount of 
other air 
emission 

pollutants 

Amount of 
air emission 
pollutants 

emitted from 
water and 

electricity sector 
(carbon mono 
oxide - lead- 

methane)

Air emission pollutants 
emitted from water 

and electricity sector 
carbon mono oxide, 

lead, methane

Ton
Pollutant type (carbon 

mono oxide- Lead- 
Methane)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Percentage 
of change 

in GHG 
emissions

The increase/
decrease in the 
amount of total 

GHG emitted 
from one year 

to another, 
expressed as 
a percentage 

compared to the 
referance year 

value

Amount of GHG of the 
recent year by sector 

minus amount of GHG 
of the previous year 

divided by amount of 
GHG of the previous 
year multiply by 100

Percentage

Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors - 

energy power plants 
- ADWEA)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Total GHG 
emissions

Total amount 
of greenhouse 
gases emitted 
stationary and 
mobile sources

Total GHG emissions 
from oil and gas sector 

Ton
Sector (Oil and Gas 
buissness sectors)

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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3-7  Air Quality

Rising industrial and energy production, the burning of fossil fuels and the dramatic rise in traffic all contribute to air pollution in 
towns and cities which, in turn, can lead to serious health problems. In particular, strong sunlight leads to a build-up of ground-
level ozone (O3). In order to implement appropriate pollution control policies and energy savings, basic key indicators are 
needed: they refer to the concentration of the above-mentioned air pollutants. As a consequence, the air quality is a composite 
concept based on the joint analysis of several quality indicators. The main pollutants monitored are ground-level ozone, 
particulate matter (PM10, and PM2.5), sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and carbon monoxide. The indicators of ambient air 
quality in urban areas are also closely linked to other indicators which relate to causes and sources of pollutants, effects (e.g. 
on health) and societal responses. Knowing the concentrations of pollutants allows verification of whether limit values fixed to 
protect human health and/or ecosystems are exceeded. 

World Health Organization (WHO) air quality guidelines exist for all the pollutants mentioned above. In many countries, data on 
ambient air pollution concentrations is routinely collected by networks which includes monitoring stations where samples (and 
measurements in case of automatic stations) are taken. Most of the time, these networks are managed by public authorities. At 
the national level, monitoring of air quality and its management falls under the responsibility of the Ministry of the Environment 
or the Ministry for Health. In addition, industries can be obliged to monitor air quality in their surrounding area in accordance 
with the obligations specified in the environmental permit granted by the competent authorities. Monitoring data must be 
representative both in terms of time and spatial representativeness. Examples of air quality indicators are: the annual mean 
and percentiles values, the number of days or hours with the concentration exceeding a certain value. SCAD depends on the 
administrative records of the measurements of Environment Authority – Abu Dhabi for the production of data for coastal water 
quality indicators. The following table shows the most important air quality indicators:

Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Annual 
average 

concentration 
of air 

pollutants in 
urban areas 

Urban Areas 
annual mean 

concentration of 
main air pollutants 

SO2,NO2, PM10 
and O3 in 

micrograms (mcg) 
per cubic metre 

(m3) 

Average values for all 
urban and city centre 

stations regarding 
these concentration 

codes:

(1) Sulphur Dioxide 
Concentration in 

Ambient Air

(2) Nitrogen Dioxide 
Concentration in 

Ambient Air

(3) Ground Level 
Ozone Concentration 

in Ambient Air

(4) Particulate 
Matter (PM10) 

Concentration in 
Ambient Air 

Microgram/
cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. Contaminated 
type (sulfur 
dioxide, and 
nitrogen dioxide, 
ozone,PM10)

3. The station

Annually
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Concentration 
of sulphur 

dioxide (SO2) 
in ambient air 

 Concentration 
of SO2 in 

micrograms 
(mcg) per cubic 

metre (m3) of air 
according to the 

station

Concentration of 
Sulphur Dioxide 

(microgram per cubic 
metre) in ambient 

air according to the 
station

Microgram/
cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. The annual 
average 

3. The maximum 
value of the 
average daily

4. The maximum 
value of the 
average eight 
hours

5. The station

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Concentration 
of nitrogen 

dioxide (NO2) 
in ambient air 

Mean 
concentration 

of NO2 in 
micrograms 

(mcg) per cubic 
metre (m3) of air 
according to the 

station

Mean concentration 
of NO2 in 

micrograms (mcg) 
per cubic metre (m3) 

of air according to 
the station

Microgram/
cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. The annual 
average 

3. The maximum 
value of the 
average daily

4. The maximum 
value of the 
average eight 
hours

5. The station

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Concentration 
of ground 

level ozone 
(O3) in 

ambient air 

Concentration of 
O3 in micrograms 

(mcg) per cubic 
metre (m3) of air 
according to the 

station

Concentration of O3 
in micrograms (mcg) 
per cubic metre (m3) 

of air according to 
the station

Microgram/
cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. The annual 
average 

3. The maximum 
value of the 
average daily

4. The maximum 
value of the 
average eight 
hours

5. The station

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Concentration 
of particulate 
matter (< 10 

μm) (PM10) in 
ambient air

Concentration 
of (PM10) 

micrograms 
(mcg) per cubic 

metre (m3) of air 
according to the 

station

Concentration of 
(PM10) micrograms 

(mcg) per cubic 
metre (m3) of air 
according to the 

station

Microgram/
cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. The annual 
average

3. The maximum 
value of the 
average daily

4. The station

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Indicator Definition Calculation
Measure-
ment Unit

Detail 
Level

Frequency 
Measurement

Data 
 Source

Concentration 
of carbon 

mono oxide 
(CO) in 

ambient air

 Concentration 
of carbon mono 
oxide (CO)of air 

according to the 
station

 Concentration of 
carbon mono oxide 
(CO)of air according 

to the station

Milligram 
/cubic 
metre 

1. Region

2. The annual 
average

3. The majority of 
the average value 
of an hour

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Noise level in 
ambient air

Noise level in 
ambient air by 

region measured 
by decibel in 
different area 

The noise level in the 
ambient air by region 
measured in decibels 

in different areas

Decibel

1.  Region

2. The annual 
average

3. Type of station

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Number of 
days which 

occurs 
excesses in 
air quality 
readings

Number of 
exceedance days 
of air pollutants 
exceeding local 
threshold value

Total number of 
excedance days in all 

stations by type of 
pollutant 

Number 

1. Region

2. The level of the 
effect

3. The station

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records

Average of 
concentration 
of suspended 

matter (2.5 
microns) in 
ambient air 

Average values 
regarding 

concentration 
suspended matter 

(2.5 microns) 
concentration in 

ambient air for all 
stations 

Average values 
regarding 

concentration 
suspended matter 

(2.5 microns) 
concentration in 

ambient air for all 
stations 

Microgram/
cubic 
metre

1. Region

2. The annual 
average

3. The station

 Quarterly
Admin-
istrative 
Records
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Appendices

1 |  Statistical Classifications
Social and Population Statistics

Classification Details Classification Label

Nationality Group
Citizen

Non-citizen

Gender
Male

Female

Education Sector
Government

Private

Higher Education Institution Type

Universities

Colleges

Institute

Education Stage

KG

Elementary School Student

Preparatory School Student

Secondary

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Grade

KG

1st class

2nd class

3rd class

4th class

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Occupation Classification

 (ISCO–08)

This classification is prepared by the International Labor Organization. It is 
used to classify persons by their actual and potential relationship to their job. 
Jobs are classified by works that are completed or to be completed. The basic 
criteria for classification into main and minor groups is the level of skills, the 
required discipline for performance of occupation-related works and tasks.
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Classification Details Classification Label

Region

Abu Dhabi Region

Al Ain Region

Al Gharbia Region

Health Sector

Government

Private

Military

Communicable Disease

Chickenpox

Malaria

Food poisoning

Viral hepatitis

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Blood Group

Blood group A+

Blood group B+

Blood group O+

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Type of Visa As per the classification approved by by the relevant government authority

Visa Status

New

Renewed

Cancelled

Marital Status

Never married

Marriage contract (for the first time)

Married

Divorced

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Type of Region
Rural

Urban

Business Sector
Government

Private



Statistical Indicators Guide

128

Classification Details Classification Label

Activity Type of the Public Utility 

Female

Occupational

General and cultural services

Humanitarian services

Academic Qualification

Illiterate

Literate

Elementary

Preparatory

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Type of Family

National private family

Non-national private family

Collective family

Labour camp

Relationship With Workforce 

Employed

Unemployed divided into:

- Unemployed with previous work experience. 

- Unemployed and never worked before.

Status of Work Before
Worked before

Never worked before

Reason for Social Assistance

Health disability

Low income

Never married before

Widow 

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website
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Economic Statistics

Classification Details Classification Label

The Economic Activity

(ISIC_Rev_4) 

It is the international reference classification of productive activities. The 
main purpose of this classification is to provide a range of activity categories 
that can be used to collect and report statistics as per these activities. This 
classification is widely used to classify data according to the type of economic 
activity in the fields of economic statistics, such as production, national 
income, labour force, population, and other fields.

Sector
Oil

Non-oil

Corporate Sectors

Non-financial companies

Financial companies

Government

Households

Non-profit establishments that serve households

Transactions with the rest of the world

Expenditure Groups
COICOP : a classification of commodities and services, used to define both 
consumption and actual individual spending for commodities and services. It 
is usually used to survey a family’s income and expenditure.

Coordinated System

Consistent system for description and coding of commodities (HS):  
this classification is used in foreign trade statistics to encode exported and 
imported commodities. It consists of six international limits, in addition to 
two limits for local purposes.

Legal Entity

Individual establishment

Partnership company

Joint-stock company

Limited liability company 

Etc. 

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Building Purpose
Residential

Commercial

Type of Hospitality Facility
Hotels

Hotel appartments
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Classification Details Classification Label

Consumer Sector
Individuals

Establishments

Type of Business License

New

Renewed

Canceled

Type of Expenses Establishments

Family Wellbeing Standard

Low

Below medium

Medium

Above medium

High

The major ten construction groups 
that comprise the basket of 
structural materials and services

Construction materials

Finishing materials

Electrical works materials

Mechanical works materials

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Broad Economic Groups

Foods and beverages

Lubricants

Productive goods (except for transport equipment)

Consumer commodities

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Type of Building Licence

Residential

Residential commercial

Industrial

Public utilities

Commercial
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Classification Details Classification Label

Type of Commodity

Non-alcoholic foods and beverages

Meat

Sea food

Yogurt, fish and eggs

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Kind of Revenue

Oil revenue

Tax revenue

Current revenue for departments

Capital revenue

Agricultural and Environmental Statistics

Classification Detailsv Classification Label

Agricultural Method
Protected agriculture method

Exposed agriculture method

Land Use

Fruit trees

Field crops

Vegetable crops (protected)

Vegetable crops (non-protected)

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Soil salinity Categories
The first category: less than 4000 ppm

The second category: 4000 ppm and above

Area Category  
(Vegetable Acquisition)

Less than 20 dunum

20 – 30 dunum

40 – 59 dunums

60 dumums and above
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Classification Detailsv Classification Label

Main Fish Families

Carangidae

Haemulidae

Lethrinidae

Lutjanidae

Portunidae

Scombridae

Epinephelidae

Sparidae

Others

Location of Landing

Free zone

Al Sadr

Dalma

Seaport

Al-Bateen

Al-Sa’diyat

Al Sila’

Type of Boat
Launch

Cruiser

Commercial Type 

Cattle farms

Broiler farms

Laying hens and moms

Animal Gender
Male

Female

Type of Animal

Lamb

Goat

Cattle

Camels

Domestic animals

Cattle’s Age Group 
Less than three years

Three years and more

Lamb and Goat Age Group
Less than one year

One year and more
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Classification Detailsv Classification Label

Camel Age Group
Less than 4 years

4 years and more

Type of animal products from 
commercial farms

Cow milk

Chicken meat

Table eggs

Hatching eggs

Organic fertilize

Kind of Treated Animals

Lambs

Goats

Cattle

Camels

Poultry

Type of Wastewater

Inflow

Effluent

Re-used

Non-conventional Water Source

Mineral waternetwork

Sea water

Purchased water from economic facilities

Etc.

For more classifications, please visit SCAD website

Type of load in wastewater 
treatment plant

Organic

Aqueous 

Nutrient

Nitrate

Phosphate

Ammonium

Chlorophyl

Electricity Consumption Sector

Household sector

Commercial sector

Government sector

Agricultural sector

Industrial sector

Other sectors
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Classification Detailsv Classification Label

Type of Wastewater Treatment 
Plant

Conventional

Non-conventional

According to Main Pollutant in 
Wastewater

The demand for biochemicals

Dissolved solid substances

Chemical demand for oxygen

Suspended solids

Phosphate

Ammonium

Type of pollutant in the emissions 
of water and electricity sector

For carbon monoxide

For lead

For methane

Type of Pollutant in the Air

Sulphur dioxide

Nitrogen oxides

Volatile organic compounds

Exotic Species

Birds

Training

Plants

Fishes

Reptiles

Amphibians

Invertebrate
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2 |  Symbols and Abbreviations 

Abbreviation English Names Arabic Name

AED United Arab Emirates Dirham الدرهم اإلماراتي

CPI Consumer Price Index الرقم القياسي ألسعار المستهلك

CCI Cost of Construction Index الرقم القياسي لتكاليف االنشاءات

BMP Building Material Price Statistics التغير النسبي في أسعار مواد البناء

PPI Producer Price Index الرقم القياسي ألسعار المنتجين

IPI Industrial Production Index الرقم القياسي ألسعار كميات المنتجين

HPI Hotel Price Index الرقم القياسي ألسعار الفنادق

GDP Gross domestic production الناتج المحلي اإلجمالي

RFPI Ramadan Food Price Index الرقم القياسي ألسعار المواد الغذائية الرمضانية

P1 Compared price اسعار المقارنة

P0 Baseprice اسعار سنة االساس

PSTN Public Switched Telephone Network لشبكة العامة لتحويل الهاتف

kbps Kilobits per Second كيلو بايت لكل ثانية

TCP/ IP
Transmission Control Protocol/Internet 

Protocol)
حزمة بروتوكوالت اإلنترنت

kbit/s Kilobit per Second كيلوبت لكل ثانية

PH Power of Hydrogen الرقم الهيدروجيني

CO2 Carbon Dioxide ثاني أكسيد الكربون

GHG Greenhouse Gas الغازات الدفيئة

SO2 Sulphur Dioxide ثاني أكسيد الكبريت
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Abbreviation English Names Arabic Name

NO2 Nitrogen Dioxide ثاني أكسيد النيتروجين

O3 Ozone األوزون

NH3 Ammonia األمونيا

CO Carbon الكربون

PM Particulate Matter الجسيمات

VOC Volatile Organic Compound. المركبات العضوية المتطايرة

NO3 Nitrate نيترات

DO Dissolved Oxygen األكسجين الذائب

CR Critically Endangered تهديد حرج باالنقراض

VU Vulnerable  عرضة لالنقراض

EN Endangered المهددة باالنقراض

SAIFI System Average Interruption Frequency Index تردد انقطاع الكهرباء عن المشتركين الموزعة 

SAIDI System Average Interruption Duration Index  متوسط مدة انقطاع الكهرباء عن المشتركين الموزعة

C° Celsius  درجة الحرارة

BTU British Thermal Unit وحدة حرارية بريطانية

FAR Fatal Accident Rate معدل الوفيات المهنية

TRCF Total Reportable Work Case Frequency  معدل تكرار حاالت حوادث العمل المسجلة

LTI Lost Time Injury Incidents عدد إصابات العمل المضيعة للوقت

LTIFR Lost Time Injury Frequency Rate  معدل تكرار إصابات العمل المضيعة للوقت

IMR Infant Mortality Rate معدل الوفيات الرضع
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Abbreviation English Names Arabic Name

MTC Medical Treatment Cases حاالت العالج الطبي

Ph.D Philosophy Doctorate دكتوراه الفلسفة

MortPak Software Packages for demographic حزم البرمجيات الديموغرافية

(BMI) Body Mass Index مؤشر كتلة الجسم

m2 Square Meter متر مربع

m³ Cubic Metre متر مكعب

sq-km Square Kilometer كيلومتر مربع

KG Kilograms كيلوغرام

mcg Micrograms ميكروجرام

W0 Base Weights األوزان (المرجحة)

% Percentage  نسبة مئوية

μm Micron ميكرون

-2 SD Minus two Standard Deviations ناقص اثنين االنحرافات المعيارية

CAGR Compound Annual Growth Rate معدل النمو الهندسي

ADX Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange سوق أبوظبي لألوراق المالية

ADWEA Abu Dhabi Water and Electricity Company شركة أبوظبي للماء والكهرباء

Masdar Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company شركة أبوظبي لطاقة المستقبل

FSC Farmers Service Center مركز خدمات المزارعين

UNESCO
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization
  ،يونسكو: منظمة األمم المتحدة للتربية والعلم والثقافة

أو ما يعرف اختصارًا بالـيونسكو


